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Once again we are proud to present to
you, our loyal readership, our Annual
Report of our town and environs. We
strive each year to reflect back to not
only you, but also to future genera!ons
what is happening in our locality in the
present day. It is my firm belief that this
magazine has now established it’s place
as the authen!c contemporary social
record of our town.It is a current
present‐day record, celebra!ng our
present, whether through recoun!ng
the stories of our neighbours or
highligh!ng the achievements of the
various clubs and socie!es.
It is also a wri#en record, capturing
aspects of our town and people which
would otherwise, inevitably, fade into a
forgo#en past.
We hope that something in this Review
will inspire you, whether it is a resolve
triggered by the accounts of some far
flung adventure, or it may that the
ac!vi!es of one of the mul!tude of clubs
or socie!es give you the impetus to
become involved.
We are very grateful to the business
people who generously support us
through adver!sing and to all of those
who have contributed in any way to this
venture.
I would like to specially thank all of the
members of the Birr Review commi#ee
for their uns!n!ng help in bringing this
years publica!on to frui!on.

As always Birr Lions Club is delighted to
be associated with the Annual Birr
Review, now in it’s 17th Year. With
every passing year the Review’s
importance grows as it chronicles the
diverse interests, memories and
achievements that form our local
community. Uniquely, it is of interest
to all genera!ons and has become an
outstanding success as a modern social
record of our town and surrounding
area. But the Review does even more
than that. Thanks not only to those
who purchase the Review, but also the
tremendous support every year from
the mul!ple adver!sers, the Review
provides the primary source of funding
for Birr Lions Club. These resources are
then put back into the community as
the Lions support numerous deserving
causes involving the youth, the elderly
and the underprivileged in our society.
I would like to thank all those who
contributed to this year’s Review. I
would also like to oﬀer a special word
of gra!tude to editor Richard Kennedy
and the incredibly hard‐working and
dedicated Review commi#ee. Without
their enthusiasm and commitment it
simply would not be possible to
produce this publica!on at such a high
standard.
Finally I want to conclude by wishing
everyone a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New year.

Richard Kennedy
Editor.

Des Houlihan
President Birr Lions Club.

BIRR ANNUAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 2017
Paul Barber, Fred Boulton, Michael Coghlan, Michael Donegan, Garech Doorley, Brian Hogan,
Tony Hogan, Des Houlihan, Joe Keane, Brian Kennedy, Richard Kennedy (Editor),
John Molloy, Anne O’Callaghan Rowan, Denis Sheils, Janine Wilson.
Special Thanks To Camillus King for photographs.
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BIRR YEAR IN REVIEW 2016-2017
NOVEMBER 2016

DECEMBER

On Sunday November 6th, St Brendan’s Church of Ireland
celebrated 200 years of con!nuous worship in the church
on Oxmantown Mall, Birr.
'Heart and Soul, a History of St Brendan’s Graveyard in Birr',
a new book on the old St Brendan’s graveyard in Birr was
launched in St Brendan’s Church of Ireland church on
Saturday 5th November. It is wri#en by Stephen Callaghan
and Caimin O’Brien, illustrated by the authors’ beau!ful
photographs, elegantly designed by Frances Kawala and
produced by Amanda Pedlow from the Oﬀaly County
Council Heritage Oﬃce.
Kelly’s Bar was selected as one of the top three venues in
the country with a cosy fire to get together and enjoy music
and craic in a compe!!on sponsored by Bórd na Móna.
A coﬀee morning hosted by the Glenn Eagles in Birr Golf
Club raised €760 for the Oﬀaly Hospice.
14 workers were temporarily laid oﬀ from the Nanoclean
Ltd company, located in the Syngefield Industrial estate.
Birr Community Games held a mee!ng Friday 11th
November in Dooly’s Hotel urgently reques!ng volunteers
to help run the Games for the coming year.
The great musical fable of Broadway, Guys ‘n’ Dolls hit the
stage of St. Brendan’s Community School, on Thursday 17th
and Friday 18th November. The musical proved to be a
great hit with the audience
CLUID, a member of the Irish Council for Social Housing
sought planning permission for a small housing
development at Scurragh, Birr consis!ng of six single storey,
two‐bedroom houses with one detached and two semi‐
detached along with a terrace of three houses.
A public mee!ng was held in Crinkill to address the problem
of illegal dumping and squa#ers in the An Corán housing
estate, located at the edge of the village. Many of the
houses are uninhabited.
The Carrig/Riverstown Development Associa!on launched
their book on the 25 year history of the Community Hall
(1990‐2015) on Friday 25th November.
Birr Comhaltas sent out a request for anyone who had an
unused musical instrument to loan to their Instrument
Bank, allowing young members to try out musical
instruments before making an expensive investment in an
instrument.
Birr Rugby Club hosted its first ever Women’s Leinster
league game. The Under 18 women’s team beat a brave
Dundalk side a(er a thrilling game of rugby in Division 2A of
the Leinster League.
Birr Castle announced plans to plant 2,000 giant redwood
trees, including 1,000 sequoias in the castle grounds.
A new pet shop Petzown opened in Green Street.
The Birr Centre of Health, Healing and Wellbeing hosted an
Open Day on the 19th November.
Birr’s figure dancing team which took home Oﬀaly honours
in the county Scór na nÓg finals and went on to represent
Oﬀaly in the Leinster semi‐finals.
A solemn remembrance service was held in St Brendan’s
Church of Ireland church, where a new brass memorial
plaque was unveiled to commemorate the Leinster
Regiment.

The students from the Sarah Molloy School of Speech and
Drama presented their annual variety show ‘Reeling in the
Year 2016!’ in the Marian Hall.
Birr Wilmer Tennis Club held their annual Christmas tennis
tournament on Friday 2nd December.
The Christmas in Birr Cra( Fair’ was held in Dooly’s Hotel on
Sunday, 4th December.
Carrig/Riverstown GAA club held a fund)raising Timber Sale
on Sunday, December 4th to raise much needed funds.
The Birr Review was launched in Dooly’s Hotel by Paul
Barber.
Birr Stage Guild hosted the first ever silent disco in Birr at
Melba's Nightclub to raise funds for the Guild’s produc!on
of ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’.
A report issued by Environmental Protec!on Agency
following a study of urban waste water treatment across
the country found that Birr was failing to meet waste water
treatment standards set out by the European Union.
Handel’s Messiah was performed in St. Brendan’s Church
of Ireland on Saturday 10th December.
Mercy Primary School held their Christmas Concert in the
Marian Hall on Thursday 15th December with beau!ful
singing, dancing and ac!ng by some very heavenly angels.
Birr Methodist Church held their annual Christmas sale in
The Spot Youth Café on the Main Street. As usual there was
an abundance of Christmas cra(s, cakes and other
scrummy delights.
Birr Oﬀaly Cancer Support Group held a fund)raising
coﬀee/tea morning at their centre, Market Square, Birr, on
Friday December 9th.
Crinkill Tidy Villages and Crinkill GAA Club combined forces
to erect the Christmas lights on the trees in the village with
cost of the lights jointly sponsored by both organisa!ons.
Santa also arrived in a big red bus much to the delight of all
the children. This was sponsored by Crinkill Superstores.
The Chris!ne Buckley ‘Community Hero’ Award was
presented to Birr's Community Responders co)ordinator
David McEvoy at the annual Volunteer Ireland Awards on
Wednesday, December 7th at a ceremony in, Dublin.
ERIC Ward, a student at Gaelscoil na Laochra in Birr, was a
winner in the pres!gious 'Someone Like Me' na!onal art
compe!!on and was presented with his award at a
ceremony in Farmleigh House in Dublin.
Students of St Brendan’s Community School held a pop)up
Christmas Market. Business students from 1st, 2nd and
Transi!on Year’s produced their own Christmas themed
products and services to sell in the school.
The annual GOAL Mile Birr took place on Christmas Day
with many turning up for the popular fund)raising event.
A film produced by Carrig Na!onal School, !tled 'Once
Upon a Time' won the award for best adapta!on at the Fís
*Film in School+ na!onal awards ceremony at the Helix
Theatre in Dublin. 6th class pupils, Chloe Egan and Adam
O’Connor collected the award on behalf of the school.
Gardaí in Birr urged dog owners to be more vigilant when
securing their animals overnight following the fi(h a#ack of
2016 for one farmer from the local area.
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BIRR Year Review 2017
JANUARY 2017

FEBRUARY

Birr Comhaltas hosted a very special concert in aid of
Suicide Preventa!on on the 5th of January in Birr Theatre
& Arts Centre with ar!sts from Birr and many neighbouring
towns and villages.
The blight of illegal refuse dumping occurred at several
loca!ons in Birr during the post‐Christmas period. One local
councillor went for a recrea!onal stroll around the town
and was upset to see rubbish dumped at several places.
Paul Barber gave an illustrated presenta!on of his rare and
unique collec!on of old Birr Postcards, in the
County Arms Hotel, on 16th January at the monthly Birr
Historical Society talk.
The 15th season of art and cra( classes for children,
Kidzart@TJS, got underway at the Tin Jug Studio in Brendan
Street.
Dr Catherine Barry, The Green, Birr, received a Sensodyne
Sensi!ve Den!st of the Year award at a func!on held in
Dublin. Catherine was selected from thousands of entries
that pa!ents had submi#ed and was the only den!st in
Oﬀaly to receive an award this year.
The Carrig‐Riverstown‐Killeen Drama Group presented ‘Run
for Your Wife’, a comedy play in Carrig/Riverstown
Community Hall with one night’s takings being donated to
CRC Gaels.
O’Brien Fine Foods, a large company which has a base in
Birr, announced that it had acquired Faughan Foods. The
company produces cooked meats and breakfast products.
The company includes the Brady Family and Rudds brands
and employs 395 people.
Birr‐based solicitor Bernade#e Owens was nominated for
appointment by the President to the District Court.
Following the death of Anthony Armstrong‐Jones, the 1st
Earl of Snowdon, and the half‐brother of Brendan Parsons,
the 7th Earl of Rosse, the flag on the ba#lements of Birr
Castle flew at half‐mast in his remembrance.
Congratula!ons to Elliot Hanly in Junior Infants of Gaelscoil
na Laochra, Birr who was a semi‐finalist of the Doodle 4
Google Compe!!on 2017.
Foróige launched a appeal for volunteers, adults aged 18
years and over to sign up to their ‘BigBrother BigSister’
(Adult/Young Person One to one mentoring) programme.
Birr GAA clubman, Richie Fitzsimons took charge of his first
compe!!ve senior inter‐county match when he refereed
Longford v Maynooth University inthe Kehoe Cup.
Birr Gaa Minor Club Presenta!on Night took place on 29yj
January where the successful Féile U‐14 side received their
medals on the night.
Chloe Egan, a 6th class student in Carrig NS won an award
at na!onal level for her art work in the 'Someone Like Me'
art compe!!on.Chloe collected her award at a ceremony
in Farmleigh, Dublin.
CRC Gaels also had their presenta!on night in January for
their treble winning champions of 2016. The
squad of 25 players were presented with their medals,
Under‐14 County medal, Feile County medal and All‐Ireland
Feile medal, by Tipperary All‐Ireland and All Star forward,
John McGrath.
CRK Ac!ve Re!rement held a variety concert in Carrig
Community Hall with music, dance, song and story telling.
Birr singer/songwriter Mundy took part in the second series
of ‘Celebrity MasterChef Ireland’ on TV3.

Mr. Johnny Pilkington presented the boys of St. Brendan’s
Primary School with helmets, hurls and balls on behalf of
the Birr GAA Club.
The St. Brendan’s Boys P.S. deba!ng team progressed
through to the Midlands Schools Deba!ng final a(er they
defeated The Rock Na!onal School, Mountmellick.
Ten families, poten!al purchasers, viewed several of the
houses in An Corrán housing estate in Crinkill.
Highly respected singer and prolific songwriter Isla Grant
returned to Birr Theatre & Arts Centre with a brand new
show – “All the Hits and More”.
The Birr Golf Club’s new Social Membership has so far
received a sa!sfactory response and the on line booking
system has proved popular with members.
Birr’s Jack Regan was selected for the Irish Under‐20’s
interna!onal rugby team. Jack is son of former Oﬀaly All
Ireland medal winner Daithi Regan.
Former Oﬀaly GAA Chairman, Pat Teehan from Burke’s Hill
was elected Vice Chairman of the Leinster GAA Council and
will become Chairman in 2020.
Two new classrooms were granted approval to Birr
Community School under the Addi!onal Accommoda!on
list. The classrooms will make life a easier for the school
which funded a further three classrooms themselves.
Elaine Keogh, Milliner and Geraldine O’Meara Designs came
together in a fashion Pop‐Up Shop to showcase their Design
Works for two and a half weeks.
Complaints about the increased level of dog “poop”
li#ering the streets of Birr have heightened. There are free
bags available for scooping in the Tidy Town Shop in Green
Street, the County Council Oﬃce and the Library.
Birr Stage Guild had the Marian Hall rocking with its terrific
produc!on of “Joseph and his Amazing Technicolour
Dreamcoat”.
St. Brendan’s Community School went down to a strong St.
Peter’s ou,it in the Leinster Hurling “A” quarter final.
Birr Tidy Towns outlined its aim for 2017 was to win a
medal as last year Birr was one point short. Congratula!ons
to the Commi#ee for their wonderful work.
Birr Senior Athle!c Club hosted The Sean Lowry Memorial
5k fun run with a great turnout of 170 runners/walkers.
Players from Crinkill, Carrig & Riverstown GAA Clubs as well
as Richard Dolan were given permission to play football
with Birr and Birr have decided to enter a junior football
team in 2017. Birr had previously sought permission for
their players to be allowed play with Ferbane.
Lord & Lady Rosse have records da!ng back to the 1620’s
and this private collec!on is of interna!onal significance
and is being made available online which means there will
be world wide access to it. Oﬀaly County Council is to fund
the archivist who will carry out the scanning and digi!sa!on
work.
Plans to turn Historic Cro#y’s Church built in 1836 into a
private home have been lodged. Nothing of the original
interior of the church remains as it was gu#ed many years
ago. The graveyard a#ached to the church belongs to the
Presbyterian Community.
Na!onal Community Garden Network met at Birr Growery.
Hungarian Permaculturist Istvan Markuly and Irelands
Hannah Mole gave a master class in “18 day Compost”
followed by various workshops.
4
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BIRR Year Review 2017
MARCH

APRIL

The Birr 20:20 Group invited the public to a mee!ng in the
Council Chambers to discuss how enterprise in the town
could be promoted.
Seachtain Na Gaeilge Biorra ‐ Oiche Bhia le Peter Ward Ó
Country Choice. Peter Ward spoke about ar!san and
speciality foods, sustainable and responsible farming and
Irelands excellent, organic food producers while the
audience tasted delicious bites at the Ormonde Club House
(Marios) Emmet Square.
Birr Golf Club Captain and Presidents Drive in, proved a
most enjoyable day with Club Captains Sean Moylan and
Theresa Fealy and Presidents Tom Rigney and Aileen
Watkins overseeing proceedings.
Birr na!ve Jack Regan starred for Ireland against France in
the second row as he made his first start having come oﬀ
the bench in the Scotland and Italy games.
Gael Scoil Na Laochra Biorra celebrated its oﬃcial opening
which was presided over by special guest Micheal O’
Muircheartaigh.
St. Brendan’s Community School claimed their first All‐
Ireland Badminton Title when the team of Sarah Pingree,
Allie Harding, Niamh Carroll, Meghan Flynn, Amanda Bergin
and Rachel Byrne defeated their Munster opponents to win
Under‐19 Division 2 Girls. The girls had already defeated
Ulster and Connacht as had Munster.
Birr Fes!val of Music and Voice launched its exci!ng
inaugural programme for 2017 and it aims to enhance the
profile and enjoyment of classical music and to assist young
professional musicians with their training and
development.
Concerns were growing in the Birr/Ferbane Area over the
future of Derrinlough Brique#e Factory as of the 1st March,
2017 there were 130 people employed in the brique#e
opera!on.
Birr is among 20 towns in which Co#age Markets are set to
open this year as a result of the “Co#age Market” ini!a!ve
unveiled by GIY and supported by Ulster Bank and The
Ireland Funds.
Birr Municipal District formally granted €70,000 to
community groups in the district. These groups cover a
wide spectrum of ac!vi!es including fes!val, parades, !dy
towns and many projects.
Birr man George Dempsey brought his “Mojo” magic to
RTE’s Dragon Den in the form of his book and cra( business
and managed to secure investment.
The proposed ring road for Birr may never be built
according to a local Councillor who suggested that short
term traﬃc management in the town should be examined.
St. Brendan’s Community School Physic students
Deimantas Almazovas, Mark Reddin and Conor Meaney
competed at the Can Sat Final in Athlone Ins!tute of
Technology. Can Sat is a European Space Agency
compe!!on for second level students.
St. Brendan’s Community School, Birr was short listed in the
Best Overall School Musical Category for its produc!on of
“Guys & Dolls in the Bórd Gáis Awards.
The Oﬀaly hurling Implementa!on Commi#ee have put out
a call invi!ng all previous hurlers who played with Oﬀaly
between 1990 to 2000 to a collabora!on night in Dooley’s
Hotel to discuss the important role they can play towards
the revival of hurling in the future.

The former managing director of The Midland Tribune who
brought the company to its greatest flourishing, Arnold
Fanning passed away peacefully.
The Birr Parish Bereavement Support Group hosted a talk
by Elma Walsh. Elma is mother of Kerry teenager Donal
Walsh who touched so many lives when he came to
prominence through his wri!ngs and television
appearances.
Birr underage hurling training for Under‐6, Under‐8, Under‐
10 and Under‐12 commenced with Johnny Pilkington
encouraging new players to a#end.
At the Birr Municipal District mee!ng it was pointed out
that Birr Towns Main Street was not as lively as it once was
because far fewer people now live above the shops.
Chris!na Donnelly, a mother from Birr who lost her son in
a horrific accident caused by a drunk driver called on the
Healy Rae brothers to meet with her “face to face” and to
spend one day living her life.
Birr Ar!st Jean Timoney Forristal focussed on “Scapes” for
her first sole exhibi!on at Birr Library.
Former Birr & Oﬀaly hurler Rory Hanniﬀy was appointed as
the new secretary of the Disputes Resolu!on Authority –
one of the most important bodies in the GAA which was set
up in 2005 a(er some high profile cases were taken by
players.
The world’s largest grove of giant redwoods, outside of
California, growing in Birr may sound a bit far‐fetched. The
project ini!ated by Birr Castle Demesne and Crann was
formerly launched by President Michael D. Higgins when
he planted a tree named in his honour in “Giants Grove”.
Fáilte Ireland has announced that it has allocated €7,000 in
funding to Irish Game & Country Fair in Birr as part of the
Regional Fes!vals and Par!cipa!ve Events Programme.
Midlands Solicitors Bar Associa!on held a presenta!on
Dinner in honour of former Colleague Ber Owens who was
elevated to the bench. Ms. Owens started her career at the
firm of Thomas W. Enright in Birr. Ms Owens though a
na!ve of Tullamore prac!sed in Birr for many years.
Amanda Pedlow, Heritage Oﬃcer with Oﬀaly County
Council addressed the Birr 20:20 Mee!ng in rela!on to how
the Oﬀaly Heritage Plan 2017 – 2021 relates to Birr Town.
Congratula!ons to John Hasse# and family who celebrated
the 40th Anniversary of the opening of Hasse#’s Topline
Hardware, Crinkill.
Birr Courthouse which is in danger of falling into a bad state
of repair is the property of the Court services which is
willing to sell it to the County Council for the nominal sum
of €1. The Council however, would not agree to this unless
a community group is involved as it does not want another
derelict building on its books. Birr 20:20 has posi!oned
itself as being that group and is drawing up plans.
Nanoclean – a factory based in Syngefield, Birr closed its
doors with the loss of over 30 jobs. Nanoclean laundered
garments for the pharmaceu!cal industry.
Two Birr Schools, Gaelscoil na Laochra and St. Brendan’s
Boys P.S. took part in a gardening project, Social Soil
Network at the Tidy Towns Biodiversity Garden in Castle
Street teaching them essen!al skills and showing the
importance of gardening in their lives.
John B. Keane’s Classic “Big Maggie” was brought to life on
Birr Stage by Fourth Wall Laois Theatre Group.
5

2017 Part 1A_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:37 PM Page 6

Grant Engineering
Four decades of innovation
1978

1978 Grant
Engineering
founded

1979

1978 Grant
Hydrograte
Back Boiler.

1995

1980

1993

1994
Launch of
the swimming
pool boiler.

1997

1992

1991

1983

1981 Grant
Mk2 Hydro Stove

1998

1999

1984

1985

1989

1988

1990/91
Gas
Boiler

2000

2001

2000
Two
new CNC
punching
machines
purchased.

2002

1986

1983/84
Triple Pass
Oil Boiler

1983/84 Easyclean
Back Boiler

1990

1992
Additional
10,000 sq ft
added to
factory.

1998
Additional
15,000 sq ft
added along
with a powder
coating plant.

1996
Grant UK set
up with 34,000
sq ft offices &
warehouse in
Wiltshire –
50% of the UK
boiler market.

2014

1982

1979 Grant Hydrofire 1980 Grant Hydrograte
Inset Boiler
Triple Pass Boiler

1994

1996

1981

1987

1987
First
Slimline
Boiler

2003

2004

2004
First
lasering
machine
purchased.

2002
Extension
to the
offices
completed
.
2001 Vortex condensing range of
oil boilers launched in the UK and Ireland.

2013

2012

2011

2010

2012
The journey
of LEAN
manufacturing
started.

2014 Vecta Wood Pellet
Condensing Boiler launched

2009

2008

2007

2008 Range of solar
thermal products
launched in Ireland
and the UK.

2011 Spira Condensing
Wood Pellet Boiler launched
and first Spira boilers installed.

2006

2006 First robotic welding
plant purchased. Third
lasering machine purchased.

2008 Stephen Grant - Winner 2008 Ernst
& Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award

Green products. Great thinking.
Grant engineering.
For further information visit: www.grant.eu or call: 057 9120089
Crinkle, Birr, Co. Offaly, Ireland
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BIRR Year Review 2017
MAY

JUNE

Seven large trucks arrived in convoy to Birr bearing the
parts which will make up Ireland’s Radio Telescope, which
will be part of the pan‐European telescope system. The
equipment arrived from Holland and includes antennas and
pla,orms which will be installed during the summer
months. Film crews from RTE and Northern Ireland were
present to document the progress of this exci!ng
construc!on.
Birr Town recently featured as part of a list of the top ten
most beau!ful towns in Ireland. Culture Trip, a travel media
company compiled the list and commented on the wide
streets and elegant buildings. Combined with Johns Hall, a
Greek style building, the Seﬃn Stone, and many other
unique buildings Birr was rated as ‘one of the finest
Georgian towns in Ireland’.
One Birr Primary School principal highlighted the hypocrisy
of the Department of Educa!on telling teachers they are
superheroes while failing to provide adequate resources,
by donning a Superman jacket and !e for his address at the
recent INTO na!onal congress.
In a similar vein, but running for charity for Ac!on Cancer,
was Tullamore man Barry Minnock who entered the
Guinness Book of Records, having broken the World Record
for running a marathon in a Three‐Piece Suit. For any
sta!s!cians, his recorded !me was 2 hours 54 mins.
Woodfield Garden Centre opened its doors to a new café,
a family venture run by Hannah and Dermot Ward on the
Tullamore Road, previously run by Anne Ward as Wards
Garden Centre.
An announcement from Bord na Mona that it will invest
€10 million in a new biomass fuel plant at Derrinlough’s
brique#e factory was made by the company’s chief
execu!ve this month. Mike Quinn added that a planning
applica!on would be made for the facility late this year or
early next year. The new plant will use a steam explosion
process to dry wet peat which has a 55% moisture content
to make the new biomass brique#e which will have a more
‘woody’ smell.
Bord na Mona was also in the news this month with
another announcement to seek planning permission for a
solar farm on some of its land in Oﬀaly. The company is
entering into a joint venture with the ESB to produce 500
megawa#s of solar power in the future, a project that will
require 5000 acres of its 200,000 acres owned. Each
megawa# of electricity requires 5.5 acres of land, covered
with panels from 2 to 2.5 metres high.
Birr’s 20/20 Commi#ee held an open mee!ng to discuss
how the town might save Birr Courthouse, which is
currently owned by the Courts Service but is no longer in
use. Mee!ngs are planned in the coming months by several
of the towns organisa!ons to prepare a plan for the future
of this iconic building.
Birr Castle’s Courtyard Café was honoured at the Georgina
Campbell Awards in associa!on with Fáilte Ireland in the
Visitor A#rac!on category for 2017.
The finals of the inaugural President’s Prize were played
in Birr’s Wilmer Tennis Club. This new compe!!on proved
to be a great success with 43 pairs entered and many
outside clubs represented, including Roscrea, Templemore,
Portumna,Mullingar and Athlone.

Along with the many other arts ac!vi!es that took place in
Birr, a new Fes!val of Music & Voice was launched,
incorpora!ng the Trench Award. This award, sponsored by
the well‐known Trench Family Trust, aims to assist talented
musicians and singers from the area to pursue careers in
professional performance in classical music. The overall
winner was Richard Thomas from Kildare, a violinist who
will use the bursary award of €3000 to aid his studies at the
Royal College of Music in London. Other finalists were Kevin
Neville, Limerick (Birr Lions Club sponsored €1500), Conor
Gibbons (Limercik) Emma Quinlan (Oﬀaly), Ecaterina
Tulgara (Westmeath), and Brian Flanagan (Leitrim)
A historic month for Birr Midland Tribune, established in
1881, has just made the move from broadsheet to compact
format having stepped through many technological print
processes along the way.
Birr Rugby Club played host to the Irish na!onal Under‐20
team for a weekend squad session in prepara!on for their
upcoming World Cup campaign. This was a very successful
training camp where the excellent facili!es of Birr Leisure
Centre, Birr Rugby Club, the County Arms Hotel and Birr
Outdoor Pursuits Centre all combined to make a very
compact and professional camp. With the need for
accommoda!on, playing facili!es, gym and pool facili!es,
and fun outdoor team bonding exercises all being available
in one compact area without the need for any travel, this
showcased Birr at its best. The squad also gave !me to the
local fans with autograph and chat sessions. Pride of place
was Jack Regan, Birr na!ve, now playing in his second
season on the na!onal team.
On a less posi!ve note, the idea of re‐opening the old
Birr/Roscrea and Birr/Portumna railway lines to cater for a
new ‘Greenway’ has been turned down by Oﬄay County
Council who are parking the project due to its large size and
landowner’s resistance.
The poorly kept condi!on of Birr’s Clonoghill Cemetery, was
highlighted at a public mee!ng in the Marian Hall. For
several decades Birr Town Council maintained the
cemetery as part of its remit. This was replaced 13 years
ago by the Community employment scheme who would
oversee its care. However, this scheme was cut last year
and nothing has replaced it, hence the need for the public
concern. Op!ons put forward were: County Council hire
contractors, local community form a Cemetery Commi#ee
and draw down employment grant to fund the work , or
manage groups of volunteers as in other towns.
Na!onal Bike Week was supported by the ever energe!c
Wol(rap Cycling club with various events, including tandem
cycling for the blind and a Midsummer night cycle in Lough
Boora Parklands.
Birr hurling legend Brian Whelehan was inducted into the
Leinster GAA Hall of fame to add to his many awards,
including being the only modern day hurler on the GAA
Team of the Millennium in 2000.
Birr Mental Health Associa!on, having secured a grant from
the Department of Health and with local funding support
have purchased a bus which will greatly enhance their
ability to con!nue to serve and support their members.
Birr Tidy Towns launched an appeal for volunteers to help
with various exci!ng community based projects.
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Planning permission for a new two storey Lidl store of 2,680
square metres at the outskirts of Birr was refused by Oﬀaly
County Council on the basis that it was not of a suitable
design for a heritage town. This can be appealed by the
company or a new design proposal can be applied for.
Two Birr sisters, Aoife and Aisling Guinan joined members
of the Irish Girl guides at a week‐long ‘Mission to Mars Lego
Robo!cs’ programme in DCU, an ini!a!ve to promote girls
towards the STEM subjects (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths)
In a bizarre incident of which no explana!on has proven to
be convincing, the cast iron pillars of the ‘chains’ along
John’s Mall, Birr lost six of their ‘heads’. The heads were
later found nearby and it will be the Councils job to find a
way to repair the cast iron railings. The solving of the
mystery beheadings however, remains.
Calls were made at a mee!ng of Birr Municipal District for
a bus shelter in Emmet Square, to facilitate the increased
bus traﬃc, given the inclusion of bus spaces in the newly
designed square. The mee!ng also heard for the need to
‘deal’ with derelict sites in the town. It appears that
privately owned sites are among the most neglected.
The launch of the 49th Vintage Week fes!val took place in
Birr Castle with the full programme of events also released.
The week will run from Friday August 4th to Friday August
11th with its great mix of historical, cultural and community
events.
A ‘boil water ‘no!ce issued by Irish Water for the towns of
Birr, Banagher, and Dunkerrin took the community by
surprise as this is the first !me in many years such a no!ce
has issued. A council oﬃcial later commented that this was
a bizarre one‐oﬀ event which is unlikely to be ever
repeated. An inves!ga!on is underway as to the possible
cause of the three failed sample results which led to the
no!ce.
Ciara O’Rourke, from Riverstown in Birr spoke about the
opportunity aﬀorded her and the dedica!on required as
she joins the London Russian Ballet School. The 17‐year‐old
is regarded as one of Irelands leading talents in the field of
classical ballet. Ciara has trained in classical ballet since the
age of five with the locally based Cassandra Kenny School of
Dance
Birr par!cipated in this year’s IPB Pride of Place Awards in
associa!on with Co‐Opera!on Ireland. The town was
nominated by Oﬀaly County Council under the ‘Crea!ve
Place’ ini!a!ve category. Birr Theatre and Arts Centre
coordinated the bid on behalf of the many local
organisa!ons. The judges arrived to be met with an
extensive display of the work and talents of the community,
provided by a presenta!on and a guided walk through the
town to key arts loca!ons.
Bord na Mona have announced the return of the
spectacular ‘Fairy Fes!val’ in Lough Boora Discovery Park.
This is a rela!vely new fes!val sponsored by Bord na Mona
and The Irish Fairy Door Company and this year there will
be a world record a#empt for the ‘largest gathering of
Fairies in one loca!on. Seeing is believing and visitors will
be entertained with enchan!ng fairy tales, parachute
games, giant bubbles and puppet shows.

The I‐lofar radio telescope, under construc!on in the
grounds of Birr castle was oﬃcially launched by Minister of
State for Training, Skills, Innova!on and Research, John
Halligan. Located near the historic leviathan telescope
which was built by the 3rd Earl of Rosse, the new radio
telescope has been supported by a €1.4 million award from
Science Founda!on Ireland and the annual membership fee
for Lofar will be funded by the Department of Jobs,
Enterprise and Innova!on.
The well‐known landmark buildings of Birr Workhouse in
Syngefield were seriously damaged by fire. Local fire
services fought the blaze to try to minimise the damage,
however much of the roof had collapsed and extensive
damage was caused to large sec!ons of the site. On later
examina!on, the community now realise they may have
lost a significant piece of local history, as the future of the
en!re building is uncertain.
A fantas!c and valuable community project was unveiled
in Birr this month also. A collabora!ve venture between
Riverview Resources and the local community has resulted
in the crea!on of a ‘sensory garden’. The project is the
culmina!on of over 12 months planning and work between
the groups. The voluntary work included the drawing of
plans, the acquiring and prepara!on of the site, supported
and sponsored by local business, and finally the erec!on of
picnic bench, swinging bench and the plan!ng of the
garden. The result was the new Riverview Resources
sensory garden, with its res,ul areas among the many fruits
and herbs planted throughout.
Steam arrived again to the streets of Birr for the 49th
Annual Vintage Parade and with a fine day, thousands
turned out to enjoy another successful, colourful and
entertaining parade.
Birr man Dr Stephen Roddy who is a technology researcher
in Trinity College Dublin will performed a musical
composi!on at London’s Queen Mary University this
month. Stephen is a pioneer of new technology known as
sonifica!on which uses sound and music to represent data.
Birr parish celebrated St Brendan’s church 200th
anniversary with a vastly interes!ng historical lecture by
local historian and Birr Historical Society president, Brian
Kennedy. The event was a#ended by Patrick Lord
Oxmantown, great‐great‐great grandson of William Lord
Oxmantown, who on his first oﬃcial duty, at the age of
seventeen, laid the cornerstone of the church on August
1st, 1817.
In a less historically accurate scene, at The Great Game fair
of Ireland hosted each year by Birr Castle, the organisers
recreated a moment of history in re‐enac!ng Patrick
Sarsfield’s a#ack and siege on Birr Castle in 1690, where
Sarsfield’s forces were forced to withdraw.
‘Dancing at the Co#ages’ took place in Burkes Hill, with
young and old dancing to popular Irish songs and music.
The Siege of Ennis was a par!cular favourite at this lovely
event organised by Birr Tidy Towns Commi#ee. It harks
back to a !me of dancing at the crossroads and was a fun
evening for all the community and especially the volunteers
who help to keep Birr maintained throughout the year with
their many ongoing community projects.

8

2017 Part 1A_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:37 PM Page 9

BIRR Year Review 2017
SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

Birr man Sir Charles Algernon Parsons (1854‐1931) was
commemorated this month when The Central Bank
launched a special €15 silver proof limited edi!on coin. The
coin features his portrait and is in recogni!on of his
contribu!on to science in being the inventor of the steam
turbine, a major breakthrough in electrical engineering.
The Na!onal Ploughing Championships, which took place
in Screggan, Tullamore again this year were an outstanding
success, with over 300,000 visitors over three days. Every
available bed is booked out for months in advance all over
Oﬀaly as this massive event takes place. Due to its
con!nuous popularity, the Oﬀaly site has already been
confirmed as the venue for 2018.
Planning permission was granted for the new water
treatment plant in Birr. Funding is in place and the tender
documents are being finalised.
Oﬀaly county Council voted down a proposal to hike local
property tax (LPT) by 10% this month. The proposal was led
by Fine Gael but was rejected by the council who had
earlier rejected a proposal to increase the LPT by the
maximum allowed 15%. The proposal was put forward in a
bid to increase the Councils revenue by €737,000 which it
claimed would only cost the average household 65 cent
more per week.
This month also, a housing report by da(.ie shows that
house rents in Oﬀaly have increased by 12.3%, an increase
which may put some households under financial stress.
Midland Tribune’s deputy editor Derek Fanning presented
an in‐depth history of his family’s 136‐year associa!on with
the paper at a Birr Historical Society mee!ng in the County
Arms Hotel. As a fi(h genera!on of this family to be
involved in the paper since 1881, Derek revealed a decision
by three Birr Roman Catholic priests to establish the paper
and to appoint John Powell (great‐great‐grandfather of the
current deputy editor, then a resident of Ennis) as editor.
The first publica!on was issued on September 15th, 1881.
The now well established OFFline Film Fes!val in Birr was
oﬃcially launched as part of a cultural night in Spinners in
Castle Street. Introducing its 8th annual fes!val, Director
Gary Hoctor revealed a new ini!a!ve called the Oﬄine
Anima!on Residency, which will begin in 2018. The
programme will allow the successful candidate to embed
themselves in the local community and develop a project
over a period of six months, culmina!ng in a screening at
the OFFline Film Fes!val of 2018.
Following significant destruc!on of its buildings by a huge
blaze earlier in the summer, it appears that Birr Workhouse
will be put to the market by its current owner, Finbar
McLoughlin. The Workhouse has a huge historical
significance in Birr and its future now looks to be very
uncertain, despite the many who would be interested in its
preserva!on. Requests have been made by local councillors
to have the site taken into State ownership, in order to
secure its future.
Birr Rugby Football club hosted their Golf Classic on Friday
September 29 th at Birr Golf Club.

According to the Migra!on and Diversity report in the
recent 2016 Census, the number of non )na!onals living in
Oﬀaly has decreased over the last five)year period. With
6,617 non)Irish people now listed as resident in Oﬀaly this
represents a drop from previous five years from 9.3% of the
county’s popula!on to 8.5%. Not surprisingly the largest
group were Polish with 1,932 residents, followed by UK
na!onals at 1,348, and with Lithuania, Latvia and Romania
being the next largest groups. The na!onal average is
approximately 3 per cent higher than the Oﬀaly figure.
Also recorded in the census was the number of people who
iden!fied as ‘no religion’ almost doubled in this five)year
period. Other interes!ng changes noted were: Number of
pre)school children *four and under+ dropped by almost ten
per cent, while the biggest rise in a single segment of the
popula!on was the growth in the over 65’s which now
numbers 10,591, an increase of 18.9 per cent.
Birr photographer Tina Claﬀey launched a very special book
containing a selec!on of her magnificent photographs of
the bogs and wetlands of the Midlands. The book, en!tled
‘Tapestry of Light’ captures the changing moods and
colours of the seasons, the variety of natural light in the
habitats of our local wildlife, and the fascina!ng flora and
fauna that surrounds us.
Birr Library launched a new ini!a!ve ‘Once Upon a Story
Time 2017’ aimed at encouraging reading at a young age.
This programme will be rolled out to other libraries in the
county with the inten!on of improving early literacy in our
children. Experts have proven that reading aloud with
children is the single most important ac!vity for building
the skills they will require later for learning to read. On a
similar vein, Banagher man Ray Flannery recently launched
his new child story book ‘Moany McMoan The Accidental
Hero’. This is Ray’s first published book and is a real treat
for young and old alike.
Birr Stage Guild have again surprised and entertained the
town with its new event ‘Sing’ a karaoke compe!!on
producing some amazing vocal rendi!ons over the past
number of weeks. The forty par!cipants sang with gusto in
the various heats, held in local hostelries to packed
audiences. Kelly’s of the Green, neighbours The Chestnut,
Haverty’s Bar and The Swan were the venues for the hotly
contested heats. Finalists moved on to Dooly’s Hotel and
the eventual winner was Barry Kennedy. All proceeds from
the events, combined with the generosity of sponsors will
go towards the Stage Guilds next big produc!on, planned
for early 2018, of ‘The Producers’.
Storm Ophelia, described as one of the most powerful ‘ex)
hurricanes’ to hit this country raged and ripped its way
through Birr and surrounding districts leaving large areas
without power and water and many trees destroyed in its
path. Unusually for Ireland, all advice was to stay oﬀ the
roads, closure of schools and businesses was mandatory,
in order to reduce the risk to life for the dura!on of the
storm.

Compiled by Emer Dolphin‐Murray, Rita Enright and Brian Hogan.
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Music & Memories

by Mar!n Ryan

was born at Ridge Hill, the only one of us to be born in
the house. I was 8 years old when my father, Kieran Ryan,
brought me home a “single row” accordion which I s!ll
have today. He paid £4 for it, which was a lot of money then.
I learned how to play the accordion by listening to some
great musicians locally, who would gather at house par!es
in neighbour’s houses and in our own. I listened to people
like Johnny Wheatley from the Old Road, Ridge Hill and
Willie Egan from Garbally. There was also Tom Parnell who
became a great old friend of mine. Pack Egan from Lusmagh
and Jimmy Keamy who played the bodhrán were at the
sessions too.
One of the houses that we visited was called “The
Heathlawn Hotel”. This was a nickname on Ryan’s house in
the bog at the Ridge Hill where the people would gather for
a session. The place is s!ll standing. I was a small child at the
!me and I would sit there and take it all in. Pack and Paddy
Whelan would sing “See me dance the polka”, and then
someone else would be called on to sing. My father would
sing “No one to welcome you home”, a song about the
hardship of emigra!on. Agnes Boylan would be called on to
sing “The Banner of Freedom”.
In the late 40’s or early 50’s, Benny Molloy and Jim Guinan
composed a ballad about our !mes spent in The Heathlawn
Hotel. The Mrs Kieran Ryan referred to was my mother.

Now the girls from Clondalla and the Rapemills did stray
And some from the beau!ful town of Roscrea
They came from Cloughjordan and Borris as well
To enjoy this big night in The Heathlawn Hotel.

I

Long life Mrs Horan, sure I’d die for your sake
The way you supplied us with a great big currant cake
You had eggs, you had whiskey and porter as well
In the cake that you made for The Heathlawn hotel.
Mrs Early, God bless her, she was top in the fray
For she did throw in an auld half pound of tea
And Mrs Kieran Ryan, sure the truth I will tell
Sure she didn’t spare it at The Heathlawn Hotel.
Agnes Boylan, she stepped in and waltzed round the floor
The lads all admired her, as the new look she wore
For she danced and she sang and the truth I will tell
For she hopped like a lark round the Heathlawn Hotel.
When supper was ready, we were all called to dine
The first that we met was Mrs Kieran Ryan
She had the pot in the hand‐ saying “do ye want some more tea”
She astonished the crowd that came down from Roscrea.
When ye come to this dance boys, don’t make any mistake
When the music you’ll hear‐ for the bog do not take
Go round by the car road, it might pay you as well
Or you’d never set foot in The Heathlawn Hotel.

The Heathlawn hotel

The boys from Clondalla and the Rapemills combined
For to give a big spree we made up our minds
We said the carnival, it could go to hell
And we’d hold a big night in the Heathlawn Hotel.

In these days the people from The Rapemills and Clondalla
used to go around for three night over St Brigid’s day on the
1st of February dancing and playing music. This would be to
raise money for a party or a “Spraoi” and at the end of the
few days they would have a hoolie.
At about 15 years of age, my father asked Mr Lyndon for a

There was Kieran Horan, Will Mitchell, I tell you no lie
The famous Jim Guinan and Benny Molloy
There was Boots and young Sullivan and Wheatley as well
For to keep law and order in the Heathlawn Hotel.
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job for me and I started work in The Birr Shoe Company in
the old workhouse building in Syngfield. I was paid 30
shillings a week and from this 2s and 6d was taken for a
stamp and we had 3 pennies deducted a week towards the
doctor so my take home pay was 27 shillings and 3 pennies.
During my !me in “The Boot and Shoe” as we called it, I met
up with Michael John Roe who showed me a few chords on
the guitar and I was hooked. I prac!sed on my guitar by
buying a Bert Weedon Tutor and I learned that book by
heart. At the !me I was inspired by the music of Hank
Williams, Roy Rodgers, Gene Autry and Slim Whitman.
I then went to work for George Jameson to serve my !me to
train as a mechanic. George Jameson and Mr Kietly opened
Peerage Brass Factory also in the old workhouse building in
1957 and he asked me to go work for him there and I was
with them un!l they closed the factory in 1999.
The first !me that I stood on a stage was in 1957. I was at the
Shinrone carnival with a group of friends and there was a
compe!!on being run by the band on stage. The prize was
40 cigare#es as a spot prize for the best performer. I sang
and won with the song “Frauline”. Since I was never a
smoker I split my prize among all my friends.
By degrees, I got to know John and Declan Hennessy and
their father Willie Hennessy. They had a band with Tommy
Carroll, Paddy Hogan and Georgie Plunket and we were all
from Birr. We played for “shilling hops”. These were prac!ce
dances of a Monday night in The Marian Hall in Birr.
In 1958 or 1959 I met with Paddy Elbert who also had a
band. He heard me play with the Hennessy’s and he asked
me to join them as a guitar player. Others in the group then
were Kevin Ryan, Sean Clear, Pat O’ Meara and Poppy
Mahony from Roscrea who played the saxophone. We
played in small dance halls locally like Sopwell, Cloughjordan,
Moneygall, Roscrea and Mount Bolus and I was with them
for about a year or a year and a half.

Moorpark Street, Birr

In 1960, Poppy Mahony told me that Billy Cummins was
looking for a guitar player and singer for his well‐known
showband “The Tip Toppers” as it became known. This was
at the height of the showband era. We played throughout
the country from Donegal to Kerry and Cork and locally but
we always managed to be in !me for work in the morning
despite the late nights. Many people met their husbands and
wives at these dances through the years and I have been
o$en told by people I meet that I was playing the music on
the night they met. We also played at carnivals which were
popular at the !me too.
It was while playing at a carnival dance in 1964 at The
Blueball in Tullamore that I met Catherine Daly who I would
later marry in 1969. Tom Dunphy from The Royal showband
had a hit at the !me with “Come down the mountain, Ka!e
Daly” and once people got to know that I was going out with
Catherine, they started to call her Ka!e Daly and I would
have to sing the song at any event we were at.
I played with Billy and the group un!l 1965 un!l I fell unwell
and had to give up. I did help out a few musicians on a few
occasions if I was asked. For example I helped Jack Molloy’s
group to raise money for bringing the water to Crinkill in
1965. We played in Oxmantown Hall to a packed crowd. I
also helped out John Cummins, Davy Brussels Pat Conlon
and Eugene King.
One of the worst experiences I had playing was for a
wedding party with Pat. The bride and groom were holding
the recep!on in a barn and once the dancing started the
dust was rising and everyone was coughing. The hosts
decided to put Lux powder onto the ground in the hope that
it would keep the dust down but the strong smell of the Lux
powder also went up everyone’s nose and caused even
more problems.
While I was going out with Ka!e, she put me forward to
represent Oﬀaly in a na!onwide talent show on RTE radio

www.stbrendansps.ie
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TipTop Showband circa 1963/63
(L to R): Sean O’Rourke (drummer), Billy Cummins (band leader & sax),
Maura Cummins (sax), Mick Hasset (lead singer), Mar"n Ryan (guitar),
Paddy Cummins (guitar & keyboard).

(L to R): Mar"n’s father, ‘Grandfather’ Boylan, Tom Moylan, Jack Nevin
clearing snow for Birr U.D.C. in 1932 (The year of the big snow).

called “Spot the Talent”. I represented Oﬀaly along with
Paddy Guinan, Helen Flannigan and John O’Keefe. BP Fallon
was judging the compe!!on and he gave me a very high
commenda!on.
In 1966 Billy Cummins asked me to rejoin his new showband
“The Carrig Glen” and I con!nued with him again un!l 1972.
Ka!e and I were married on the 4th of August 1969 and she
was a wonderfully suppor!ve wife and mother and this
allowed me pursue music throughout all the years. We had
four children, Martha who is a teacher, Bernade#e who is a
research analyst, Marty and Chris!ne who are both so$ware
engineers. They got their brains from their mother and they
don’t play music but my grandchildren are very talented in
music, drama and dance. The musical talent skipped a
genera!on!
In 1972 The Carrig Glen disbanded and I thought about
packing in the music but Ka!e persuaded me to keep doing
what I loved and so I went out on my own and set up “The
Mar!n Ryan Trio” with Tommy Pey and Davy Brussels.
Some!mes Timmy Pey, a brother of Tommy’s would lend a
hand. Davy re!red in 1980 and Tommy Quigley took his
place and we then became known as “Heather Row Trio”.
In 1979 I was playing in The Gluepot in Ballingarry and the
owner asked me to change my date to let a young lad called
Daniel O’ Donnell take the date. We all know how famous
that young man became!
It was playing with Tommy Pey and Tommy Quigley that
Ka!e put us forward for an All‐Ireland ballad contest run by
Star!me promo!ons. We came 4th and were presented
with our award by Albert Reynolds who went on to become
the Taoiseach.
We con!nued to play in pubs and house par!es un!l 1986
and then Tommy Quigley le$ and Tommy Pey and I became
“The Bow Men”. Diﬀerent musicians would join in or help
out from !me to !me like Mick Pat Barton, Pat Conlon, Mick
Broderick, Molly Hoare and Tony Kenny who played the
fiddle. Some!mes Frankie McDermot or Declan McEvoy
would accompany us on the accordion.
My very good friend, Tommy Pey got sick in 1992 and
subsequently died in 1996 and then Annie O’ Meara who

played the piano accordion joined me. We were known as “A
and M” for a good few years.
In 2005 I got diagnosed with throat cancer which meant that
I had to take things easy and cut back on the music. Another
old friend and neighbour Paddy Tully came with me to Knock
when he heard that I had cancer. This was very kind of Paddy
as it was on the Sunday of the All‐Ireland Final and Paddy
never missed a match but he came with me that day and I
was very grateful.
I have a strong faith and I believe that that helped me over
those years. In 2006 I went on a pilgrimage to Rome with Fr
Cadam from Banagher. He brought us to visit Assisi and it
was there, in the crypt in the Basilica of St Clare that a
strange feeling came over me. It was funny that I had been
asked to sing several !mes on the coach trip as I had played
for the weddings of four diﬀerent couples on that trip. At
the !me my voice was very weak and I was unable to sing.
It has come back strongly since then and I believe that it was
in the crypt that things started to change for the be#er for
me. Needless to say my recovery was helped along too by
the excellent medical treatment that I have received over
the years. I was always a great fan of Hank Williams and
around that !me one of my nephews was in Oklahoma and
he met Hank's daughter Holly. He told Holly how much
Hank’s singing meant to me and how he had been my hero.
A few weeks later I received a signed CD copy of her latest
record and a lovely le#er of good wishes for my recovery
from her.
In 2015 I got to visit Nashville which had been something
which I longed to do all my life. I sang in the RCA studios
where the great Jim Reeves recorded his hits. They have
marked the footprints of Jim Reeves on the floor and I was
able to perform on the exact same spot. This was a real
honour for me as he was one of my favourite musicians as a
young man. I also recorded CDs in The Grand Old Opry
Ryman auditorium where many of the famous country and
western stars recorded their hits.
My music career has started coming to a close but I s!ll love
to play. As the great bard, Shakespeare once said “If music
be the food of love, play on” and that is what I did.
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The fireworks display at Birr Castle in 1851
(all photos courtesy of Birr Castle Archives)

THE FIREWORKS
IN BIRR IN 1851:
By Michael Byrne

Optimism after despair

hat a marvel it must have been in Birr in the year
1851. The town and the country were barely
emerging from the shocking catastrophe of Famine
and the associated fevers and deaths. Emigra!on was
everywhere and Irish towns presented a shocking
appearance of want and degrada!on. The town’s historian,
Thomas Lalor Cooke, had reflected on the quietness and lack
of social life in the mid‐1840s. Birr suﬀered many deaths,
especially from fever in the late Famine years. Yet a spirit of
op!mism was in the air and many improvements would
follow in the 1850s including railroads, gas ligh!ng and local
government.
Did the Birr fireworks of 1851 mark the end of famine and
misery? Perhaps it did but probably not inten!onally so.
There had been fes!vi!es in the previous twelve years
involving fireworks on other landed estates such as that in
1839 for the De Vesci family; then for the Marquess of
Kildare in 1840; for Kavanagh of Borris House in 1841, at
Moore Abbey in 1846 for the coming of age of the Marquess
of Drogheda and at Blessington on the Downshire estate in
1849 for the marriage of the estate agent William Owen. A
few of the new railway companies had also celebrated in this
way. The display held at Birr Castle on 3 February 1851 may
have been the first such fireworks in King’s County/County
Oﬀaly and was reported in the new local newspaper, the
King’s County Chronicle (established in 1845) and in the
Illustrated London News. Probably the same local reporter
filed the report for the London‐based magazine.
The Chronicle men!oned the excitement in the town and
the build‐up, what with several postponements due to bad
weather. A post‐Christmas party had to wait a few weeks. A
suitable day arrived on 3 February and from 12 noon people

were arriving at the demesne to the all‐!cket aﬀair with
admission from 5pm and the fireworks at 7pm. The young
Lord Oxmantown, just then ten years old, had the
Programme of the Fire Works printed under his own name
at an amateur prin!ng press in the castle (see over). For the
200 special guests the library and dining room were opened
with a view of a Christmas tree and a refreshment table. The
selected children par!cipated in a lo#ery for the presents
on oﬀer. At 7 p.m. the es!mated 5,000 people in the
demesne were treated to a brilliant and no doubt novel
evening complete with rockets and fire balloons. The report
in The Illustrated London News talked of 20,000 at the event.
The fireworks were
made at the castle
and set oﬀ by Lord
Rosse
(pictured
right). He was the
third earl and be#er
known as ‘the
Astronomer Earl’.
A$er cas!ng the
mirror for the great
telescope 8 or 9
years earlier, making
the fireworks can
have presented few
problems for a man of such an enquiring mind. The Chronicle
es!mated the cost of the evening’s lights at £400, perhaps
€50,000 now. A considerable sum but it would not surprise
modern‐day aficionados of such events. One le#er‐writer to
the local press in February 1851, a Mr ‘B’ reckoned that the
rockets had travelled almost 700 feet high and referred to an
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RIA paper of 1839 by Robinson for support. Others followed
with es!mates of 500 yards and bewailed the loss of Birr’s
Mechanics Ins!tute in John’s Mall, by then closed up.
Everything went oﬀ peaceably we are told but a look at the
pe#y sessions in Birr that week had its usual stories of
poverty and pe#y crime. One such story was of a young boy
charged with absconding from the workhouse with a suit of
clothes and receiving punishment of a month in jail in
Tullamore and a whipping as well.
In the mean!me the pres!gious Illustrated London News
carried the story of the Birr fireworks and a picture of the
illuminated castle. This periodical had run with other
midland stories in that ten‐year period including the cas!ng
of the mirror for the telescope, the sending of charcoal to
the Crimean war from Tullamore and the manufacture of
sugar in Mountmellick. The Fireworks report was in the
nature of a puﬀ for the town of Birr and its landlord. Lady
Rosse is given much credit and perhaps all the excitement
helped to speed up delivery of a young son a few days later.
Only four of her 11 or 13 children survived to adulthood.
Account of Fireworks in The Illustrated London News
(18/2/1851)
FESTIVITIES AT PARSONSTOWN CASTLE. The most
magnificent display of fireworks ever witnessed in Ireland
was given, on Monday evening week, at Birr Castle. The
Earl of Rosse had the féte prepared for the amusement of
the people of the town. The fireworks were manufactured
and altogether managed at the Castle, and it is said that
fairer fingers than his Lordship’s were busied about the
greater part of them. The Countess of Rosse felt much
interest in ge'ng up the fes!vi!es: nothing seems to
gra!fy her Ladyship more than making her neighbours
happy; and, indeed, nothing could have been more
successful than the a#empt to do so by the proceedings of

Monday evening. A$er many disappointments had been
experienced on account of the unse#led state of the
weather, a propi!ous day (Monday) at length arrived.
No!ce was given that the fireworks, so anxiously looked
for, would take place, and invita!ons were issued for a
juvenile party, to which, however, old and young were
requested to go. At five o’clock, carriages commenced
arriving at the Castle, and soon a happy and delighted
circle were enjoying the freely‐given and cheerful
welcome of its noble owners. His Lordship’s splendid
library was appropriated to the recep!on, and was soon
crowded, the children evidently not more expectant than
the grown people. In short !me the dining‐room was
thrown open, and the younger por!on of the guests were
gra!fied by seeing Christmas‐tree, from the branches of
which were suspended many and rare presents. A
splendid entertainment was likewise provided. The
Christmas‐tree was a beau!fully shaped fir‐tree, placed in
large wooden vessel, and illuminated by wax tapers, about
fi$y in number, and of diﬀerent colours. This elegant and
graceful‐looking object, at one end of the dining‐room,
formed an exquisite ornament; and, although the viands
and appointments on the refreshment table were such as
might well distract the a#en!on, it was evidently the
universal a#rac!on. Numbered !ckets were drawn in a
sort of lo#ery by the children, and corresponding
numbers being placed on the presents on the tree, each
happy possessor of the !cket claimed a prize at the
termina!on of the evening. When seven o’clock arrived,
all the guests le$ the Castle for the lawn, to witness the
fireworks. The guests were about two hundred in number.
But the mul!tudes that assembled in the demesne exceed
belief; all the neighbouring towns and country must have
contributed their share. Certainly, more than 20,000
persons had come together. . .
Was the display out of sync with the diﬃcult !mes? Certainly
Ciaran Reilly thought so in his book on the Irish Land Agent
(Reilly, 2014, p. 164). On the other hand the year 1851 did
see improvement in Ireland and, of course, it was the year of
the Great Exhibi!on on which work had begun in August
1850. A dinner held in Birr for George Heenan, Lord Rosse’s
land agent was a#ended by 250 tenants in August 1851 to
show gra!tude, it was said, for lenient treatment in the
previous few years. While one speaker referred to the failure
of the Mechanics Ins!tute, another said he believed that
good !mes had come. Birr town and Ireland had passed
through !mes of unexampled distress and the tenants were
now assembled, not to complain of harsh treatment but to
express their gra!tude. It was a similar story in Tullamore in
December 1851 when 100 tenants dined to welcome the
third earl of Charleville to live among them in Tullamore
a$er the family’s exile for seven years due to the bankruptcy
of the second earl. A month earlier triumphal arches had
been erected to celebrate the coming of the new third earl.
One speaker noted ‘There was every reason to think the
town was now passed the worst. The Poor Law had
occasioned heavy taxa!on.. . [but] he saw many present
who had exerted themselves well during trying !mes .
In 1852 Birr streets were supplied with gas ligh!ng and town
commissioners established. Two years later the railroad had
reached Tullamore.
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Literary Launches
Pictured at the recent launch of
“Tapestry of Light” are John
Feehan, geologist, botanist and
writer who wrote the book’s
foreword, photographer Tina
Claﬀey, and the legendary John
Sheahan, the last remaining
member of The Dubliners, whose
poetry enriches the book.

Birr Photographer, Tina Claﬀey’s new book Tapestry of Light was launched in Dublin on Thursday 12th October.
This publica"on is a visual journey through the seasons, deep in the heart of our midland bogs and wetlands.
The wonderful launch took place to a full house with a fantas"c mix of ecologists, naturalists, ar"sts and
musicians present.
The book is available na"onwide or directly through the publishers at
www.ar"sanhouse.ie.

Earlier this year Stella O’ Malley launched her
second book en"tled “Bully‐Proof Kids‐‐‐Prac"cal
tools to help your child grow up confident,
resilient and strong”. This is Stella’s second book,
her earlier one, “Co%on Wool Kids” went on to
become a bestseller.
The book is described by one reviewer, Dr. Mary
O”Kane as “the handbook for Irish parents to deal
with bullying and exclusion”.
It was described by broadcaster, Pat Kenny as
“Groundbreaking”.
The book, which is based on many years
counselling bullies and targets, oﬀers concrete
strategies to empower children and teenagers to
deal confidently with bullying and dominant
characters.
Stella is pictured with her husband, Henry
Thompson.
17
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‘’With Best Love, Sis’

BIRR Year Review 2017

A PARSONSTOWN COURTSHIP, 18981901
by Rosemary Raughter

t was a chance discovery in an out‐of‐date auc!oneer’s to sell the shop. He was, Sis confided, ‘in an awful rage about
catalogue which first caught my a#en!on. The item in it’, and forbade them to meet while Sis remained in his
ques!on was ‘a box of … le#ers from a young lady named employ.
‘Sis’’, the content was ‘mainly roman!c’, and the ‘Mr. Eades, In the event Huston’s did close down, and by June of the
c/o Fayle & Co., Parsonstown’ to whom they were addressed following year Sis was back home in Roscrea and seeking a
was, as I immediately recognised, none other than my own new situa!on. Tom, a keen cyclist, rode over as o$en as
grandfather. Intrigued, I set out to locate the possible to meet her, braving both the vagaries of the Irish
correspondence, and just a month a$er first learning of the summer and the hazards of nego!a!ng the ru#ed and unlit
le#ers’ existence I had them in my possession. There were road between Birr and Roscrea: on one ‘very bad’ night he
104 of them, the earliest wri#en from Birr on 10 February had to walk the three and a half miles from Ballyeigan,
1898, the last, from Whitegate, Co. Clare, on 25 May 1901. evidently because of some problem with his machine.
Primarily a record of a romance as it developed and Following yet another rainy evening, Sis was relieved to hear
deepened over that period, they also cast light on aspects that he had arrived home safely, but not without suﬀering
of life in Birr at the turn of the twen!eth century.
some falls on the way.
The author of the le#ers, Sarah (Sis) Whelan, was born in As a cycling enthusiast, Tom was very much part of the
1877 into a staunchly Methodist Roscrea family. Her mother, sport’s heyday in the 1890s. A number of clubs existed in
Jane, was one of the Healys of Moneygall, her father, Richard Birr during these years, and social events and compe!!ons
Whelan, owned a sawmill on Church Street. Sis came to Birr tes!fied to the sport’s popularity: in September 1898, for
in about 1897 to work in William Huston’s drapery shop on instance, a ‘grand cycling parade’ a#racted ‘some
the Main Street, and it is likely that she met Tom Eades thousands’ of spectators. A procession of about twenty
shortly a$er her arrival. A year or so younger than Sis, he riders wearing masks and fancy dress, their machines
was the younger son of a widow, Mary Jane Eades, of Fortal decorated with ‘Chinese lanterns and other ornaments’,
Co#age, and he too was a shop
proceeded from Oxmantown
assistant, employed in W. K.
Mall around the town. Tom
Fayle’s hardware establishment,
himself is not men!oned in
further along the Main Street,
the newspaper account of
and lodging above the shop.
this event, but he was one of
While the Fayle family’s
two compe!tors in a cycle
involvement in Birr life dated
road race held shortly
back to 1821, Sis’s employer was
a$erwards
‘over
the
a rela!ve newcomer. William
Syngefield course’, in which
Huston, originally from Leitrim,
his opponent was local cycle
set up business during the
agent Francis Henshall. Tom
1880s, selling ‘mantles, jackets,
emerged the winner, with a
furs, waterproof coats , etc, silks,
‘very fast’ !me of thirty‐six
French merinos and fancy
minutes forty‐five seconds
dresses’, as well as ‘flowers and
for a distance of ‘rather over
millinery, hosiery, gloves and
12 miles’.
haberdashery.’ Hot‐tempered
In October 1899 Sis le$
and li!gious, Huston appears to
Roscrea to take up a new
have
proved
himself
a
situa!on in Newtownbarry
somewhat tyrannical employer.
(now Bunclody), and in late
On one occasion, for instance,
December Tom set oﬀ to
Sis complained that he had
cycle to Newtownbarry to
refused to close early so that she
spend New Year’s Eve with
and her workmates could a#end
her, returning to Birr through
a picnic (probably a church
‘rain and cold’ on the first day
aﬀair) to which they had been
of 1900. In July he cycled
invited. A few months later she
down again, staying this !me
found herself in real trouble
for five days, and lodging at
when Huston accused her of
the local hotel. For once, the
Tom and Sis making hay at Kingsboro.
gossiping to Tom about his plans
weather was fine. Tom spent

I
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his days riding in the countryside, and his evenings with Sis,
leaving her with memories of an idyllic !me together. ‘I am
sure’, she wrote ecsta!cally a$erwards, ‘there is not another
girl alive happier than what I am.’
References in the le#ers reveal something of Sis and Tom’s
extensive links within the local community. Those
men!oned include Tom’s Wellwood cousins, business
people like the Fayles, Haslams, Davises, Lees and Smyths,
farming families such as the Reids of Ballyeighan and the
Ardills of Longford Li#le, and local notables such as Ben
Budds, master of Birr Workhouse, and Rev Edward Poole,
rector of Seir Kieran parish. We hear also of Tom’s cycling
friends, like businessman Bob Haslam and workmates Jacob
Hodgins from Lorrha, and William Toby from E#agh, as well
as Archie Wright, son of the owner of The King’s County
Chronicle, and Willie Sto#, son of the manager of Birr
gasworks, who died at nineteen in 1900 of tuberculosis.
While these were local people, others men!oned came from
further afield, sugges!ng a high degree of migra!on within
the island on the part of some categories of workers: Robert
Davison, manager in Fayle’s when Tom first went to work
there, was from Cavan, Samuel Armstrong, Bob Haslam’s
shopman, came from Co. Fermanagh, brothers William and
Robert Vickery, who worked in Fayle’s, from Co. Cork, and
two of Sis’s correspondents, Lily Clendinning and Maggie
Plant, from Co. Mayo and Co. Longford respec!vely.
For some, mobility implied emigra!on rather than
migra!on. ‘What is coming over the young men? They all
seem to want to get away’, Sis exclaimed, commen!ng on
the news that a friend, Robert Wallace, was emigra!ng, and
that Tom’s brother, Bob, was also thinking of leaving. Others
who le$ included Emma Ardill, Jacob Hodgins and Robert

Davison, who sailed for South Africa immediately following
his marriage to Florence Dooly in 1896. Even Tom himself
briefly considered emigra!on, also to South Africa. Clearly
dismayed, Sis protested not on her own account but on his
mother’s ‐ ‘all the sunshine would be gone out of her life if
you went away.’ No more was heard of the idea, and Tom
was to remain in Birr for the rest of his life.
While Sis in her le#ers to Tom paid li#le a#en!on to events
beyond their own immediate circle, there were a couple of
excep!ons. As an ardent royalist she commented both on

c1900 Tom Eades, top right, wearing cap.
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Employees outside Fayles 1898. Tom Eades is second from right.

Queen Victoria’s visit to Ireland in April 1900, and on the
Queen’s death in the following year. The one other public
event noted was the Boer War. ‘It is very sad to think of all
the lives that have been lost’, Sis wrote two months a$er its
outbreak, and she went on to express sympathy for Mrs.
Smyth (the former Eveleen Fayle) whose husband and two
brothers were all currently serving in South Africa. A few
days later she reported that a concert had been held in
Newtownbarry to raise funds to provide comforts for the
troops and their families at home. That same week in Birr a
‘popular and interes!ng entertainment’ was held in the
Oxmantown Hall for the same purpose. ‘Opinions … as to
the jus!fica!on or otherwise of the sanguinary war’ had
temporarily been set aside, The King’s County Chronicle was
happy to note, and ‘all coincide that it is a public duty to
provide assistance for the dependents of our brave soldiers’.
The hall was packed on the night, and subscrip!ons to the
fund had been received ‘from all creeds and classes’.
As the !de of the war began to turn in Britain’s favour, Sis
shared in the general pride and relief, commen!ng that ‘the
war is going on very well now, and I think that the Irish
soldiers are very brave fellows.’ In the same le#er, she
touched on another instance of Irish support for the conflict,
enquiring whether ‘Wright or any of the other volunteers’
had gone out to South Africa. This was Archie Wright, who in
January 1900 enlisted in a new volunteer force, the Imperial
Yeomanry, and three weeks later le$ Birr en route to South
Africa. In May, Wright was part of a Bri!sh force routed by
the Boers at Lindley, and was briefly taken prisoner. But by
early 1901 he was safely back in Birr: the 1901 census shows
him living at the family home on Cumberland Square and
working as a ‘process photographic ar!st’ on the family
paper, which he would in due course inherit.
Both Tom and Sis also feature in the 1901 census, Tom on
that par!cular Sunday night at home in Fortal, aged 21 and
described as an ‘ironmongery shop man’, Sis now working
as an assistant in Archibald Honan’s grocery and hardware
shop in Whitegate, Co Clare. This new situa!on proved
something of a disappointment. Sis complained frequently
of loneliness, and Tom’s plans to cycle over to see her were
stymied, first by bad weather and then by a prolonged

period of ill health, which kept him at home in Fortal for
several weeks. In a le#er wri#en during his convalescence,
Sis confessed how frightened she had been for him and, in
a rare reference to a shared future together, promised that
‘we will make up for all this lonely !me when we see each
other again.’
But it was now March 1901, and the correspondence had
only a few more weeks to run. With Tom out of danger, Sis’s
mood lightened. The weather in April was ‘glorious’ – one
‘lovely warm’ Sunday was spent ‘almost the whole day down
on the Shannon’. Tom was planning a cycling trip to
Whitegate, and Sis, while anxious that he should not over‐
exert himself, was ‘looking forward to having a nice !me
soon’. But her final brief and hasty note, dated 25 May,
cancelled their reunion without explana!on, while making
clear how miserably disappointed she was.
Had Honan discovered Sis’s correspondence and banned
Tom’s visit? We shall never know, but readers unaware of
the lovers’ subsequent history might reasonably assume that
the close of the correspondence marked the end of the
romance. Happily, however, this was not the case. Nearly
ten years later, on 28 September 1910, Sarah Whelan and
Thomas Eades were married in St Cronan’s Church, Roscrea.
They set up home at John’s Place, Birr, where Sis for a !me
had her own small shop, and they had two daughters, of
whom the younger, Sally, became my mother. Tom
prospered at work, becoming in due course manager and
then owner of Fayle’s shop, and they bought a farm of their
own, Kingsboro, just up the road from Tom’s childhood
home. Tom died in 1956 and Sis in 1959, and they are buried
together in Clonoghill cemetery.
It seems likely that Sis’s le#ers, evidently treasured by Tom,
were accidentally included in the house sale which followed
his death. Their en!rely unexpected recovery has brought
my grandparents to life once more, not as the elderly couple
I remember, but as the youthful, passionate selves whom I
could never otherwise have known. It has also opened a
window onto the world in which they lived, onto the
personali!es they encountered, and onto everyday life in
the Birr of more than a century ago.
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Something From The Heart
- my Vietnam Journey

By Michael Donegan

ince my re!rement in 2010 from St Brendan’s P.S. I had
been quietly mulling over the idea of doing something
radical with my new found freedom. Various proposals
from re‐educa!on to career change to new hobbies had
come up for considera!on and each in turn were dismissed.
The idea that there was a world out there that I had seen
very li#le of so far, the fact that I was reasonably fit and in
good health, and the realisa!on that life itself was a fairly
finite prospect convinced me that the right thing to do was
simply to go somewhere diﬀerent! I s!ll don’t know why I
chose Vietnam as my des!na!on. Maybe it was a
subconscious roman!c connec!on with the Vietnam war of
my teens or the fact that it didn’t seem as hackneyed a
des!na!on as China or Thailand,(neither of which I knew
much about either), but one Saturday morning in early 2016
I found myself in the oﬃce of Roscrea Travel looking for a
!cket to Ho Chi Minh City. I discovered that the maximum
holiday visa I could get would be three month, so there and
then I opted for a three month return !cket. My ini!al
excitement and ela!on at having finally done something
concrete as opposed to thinking about it morphed into a
kind of nervous apprehension as the actual departure date
neared. It began to dawn on me that I knew no one there
and would be completely on my own thousands of miles
from home in a completely diﬀerent climate and culture
without any back‐up.
In August 2016 I found myself in Dublin Airport wai!ng to
board a flight to Abu Dhabi. Beside me there was a middle‐
aged Australian woman also wai!ng to board. She told me

that she was returning home a$er only ten days of her
planned twenty‐one day trip to Ireland. The reason: she
couldn’t take the loneliness of travelling alone in Ireland. A
sobering thought for a more than middle‐aged man about
to embark on a solo three month trip to Asia!
I arrived in Saigon or as it now called Ho Chi Minh City a$er
the great Communist leader on 30th August 2016. First oﬀ
there was the tremendous blast of heat as I exited the
airport to find a taxi. Then there was the noise, the smells,
the chao!c traﬃc and the crowds of people fran!cally going
in all direc!ons. This is a city of ten million people and six
million motorbikes. Traﬃc hurtles in all direc!ons. Imagine
a thousand chainsaws revving hysterically just outside your
kitchen window and you might get some idea of the noise.
The taxi ride into the city centre was truly the experience of
my life. En!re families of five clung to each other as they
sped by on scooters. Other bikes swept by with loads of
crates and bundles of all sorts strapped ingeniously on
behind. The taxi driver constantly beeped the horn to u#erly
no eﬀect as everyone else had the same idea. Huge unkempt
diesel belching buses bullied their way through the traﬃc
honking deliriously. It just seemed to be a type of rolling
chaos with nobody really in charge.
A$er reluctantly surrendering my passport, I checked into a
!ny hotel room in the centre of the city. There was a ra#ling
air‐condi!oner high up on the wall and a li#le window with
a jammed blind and a very small en‐suite with a sign in
Vietnamese on the wall with an English transla!on beneath
which read ‘Please to not pu'ng paper in toilet’. I lay on the
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group of young people gather around asking politely for your
permission to prac!ce their conversa!onal English with you.
There are language schools of varying quality everywhere in
the ci!es and many westerners are employed in them. While
it was temp!ng to seek employment in one of them I felt
that if I did I would be !ed down so I decided to move out of
Ho Chi Minh City. I got a plane !cket to Nha Trang further
up the coast. Nha Trang is a pleasant sea side town with a
fantas!c beach. It had been a Russian base in the heyday of
the Soviet Union and the Russian influence was s!ll quite
strong. Most of the tourists were grumpy looking Russians
with their equally dour looking wives. The shops had their
signage in Russian script as had the bars and restaurant. The
menus were printed in Russian also. A$er two days I took a
five hour bus trip to Da Lat, a nice town up in the mountains
at the start of the central Highlands. It's cooler there and not
as humid. I stayed there a few days sightseeing and then I
hired an ‘Easy Rider’ motorcyclist to take me and my bag
about 1000km through the Central Highlands to a town
called Hoi An. Easy riders are professional motor bikers cum
guides for hire. A$er a cagey bargaining session in which I
haggled suspiciously and my prospec!ve driver became
more animated and frustrated trying to convince me to
invest my dollars in what he had to oﬀer, he looked me
straight in the eye and said ‘Some!mes you must do
something from the heart’! How right he was. This was to
be a fantas!c adventure.
I travelled for six days on the back of the motorbike and
really saw the heart of Vietnam from coﬀee and rubber
planta!ons, to rice paddies, to silk and pineapple farms. I
met loads of ordinary Vietnamese and saw them living their
lives first hand from rice and corn harves!ng to fishing. Once
I le$ the ci!es the standard of living was quite low. People
were very poor and worked very hard to survive. Women
were to be seen everywhere toiling at the toughest of
labour. I visited schools and an orphanage and was in several
ethnic minority villages. They are very poor and on the
bo#om when it comes to the pecking order of society. We
travelled on the Ho Chi Minh trail which was a route the
communists used to supply the war in the south. This is
really sparsely populated fron!er land. The towns are
sca#ered soulless places built and se#led with outsiders
a$er the war. Entrances to these towns are heralded with
mul!‐coloured flags waving ostenta!ously over arches and
public buildings but they are more o$en than not rubbly
looking kips. Along the Ho Chi Minh trail there were many
concrete plinths and plaques and monuments to the
Vietnam War. More o$en than not they were crumbling and
li#er strewn. The only food on oﬀer was ‘chicken leg and
fried rice’ or ‘chicken wing and fried rice’. My driver put
great emphasis on the fact that they were 'running chickens'
by which he meant free range! The scenery was jungle and
rocky outcrop with cascading waterfalls. The people were
invariably kind, open and completely unselfconscious about
any intrusion into their privacy. You could march into
someone's house during their meal and they would simply
smile and con!nue ea!ng.
On one occasion I visited a poor country school in a very
rundown village. The school building was a thatched
longhouse raised up on s!lts in the centre of the village. I
could hear the children singing hear!ly as I climbed up the
ladder and walked in to find a young female teacher

bed looking at the ceiling, while the traﬃc roared outside. I
thought of how lovely the stream was at the bo#om of my
garden in Birr and how good it would be to stroll down Main
Street and meet familiar people and eat scones and drink
coﬀee and wondered what the hell I had done this for. A$er
I gathered my courage I ventured on to the street. It was a
mad place of noise, people and motorbikes. It was a
complete shock to my system to stand in a place teeming
with ac!vity, know absolutely no one and not know what
anyone was saying. The heat was humid and intense. A short
walk drenched my shirt with sweat. On every side people
called me to buy something, to take a taxi ride on their
motorbike, to eat at their stall. Old wizened ladies sat like
skinny li#le garden gnomes under trees cooking noodles or
pancakes on charcoal fires. People repaired shoes, fixed
watches, worked sewing machines on the sidewalk. If the
traﬃc backed up at a junc!on the motorbikes took oﬀ up
through the broken footpaths to take a shortcut weaving
through a melee of plas!c chairs, street vendors and
pedestrians. Crossing the road was an insane, heart stopping
adventure. You just keep walking in the hope that nobody
will knock you down and leave you with a broken hip far
away from home trying to explain you have insurance to
someone who thinks V.H.I is some kind of western venereal
disease. Everyone beeped incessantly, at people in their way
or people who might get in their way or simply just for the
hell of it! Soon I was careering around on the back of a
motorbike and ea!ng strange food for 3 dollars a bowl in
scullery type places up alleyways like everyone else. All
ac!vity centres on the street. You eat, buy, sell, cook on the
street and there is a certain aggressive energy about it all.
You can't walk anywhere without being accosted by
someone selling you something from toothpaste to a ride
on a motorbike. There is obviously minimum social security
here so everyone must earn a dong, (the local currency) to
survive. A million dong is about 40 dollars and the most you
can get out of an ATM at one !me is 2 million or 1.5 million
although the dollar is accepted everywhere. The traﬃc
reminded me of those old David A#enborough wildlife films
where vast herds of buﬀaloes or wildebeests charged across
the plains for the nearest watering hole. It was a kind of
constant headlong rush forward of hundreds and hundreds
of motorbikes. Now if you suddenly decided to make a u‐
turn or swing drama!cally le$ or right well that was ok too.
Thousands of !ny adjustments are made by all the
motorbikes in your path and nobody seemed to mind.
Young Vietnamese are obsessed with learning to speak
English. Within five minutes of si'ng on a park bench a
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managing two groups of about 30 seven or eight year olds
with just a curtain between. There was a blackboard and
nothing else. They showed no surprise that I should walk in
and everyone smiled and laughed. Soon they were singing
their hearts out. I gave them a sweet each and they were
absolutely delighted. I felt so sad to think of how much we
have at home and how li#le we appreciate it. To make
ma#ers worse it was deluging down monsoon rain and the
en!re village was a muddy, un!dy dump. Later I visited a
family in their house. The houses are also built on s!lts and
are made of rough boards with the daylight showing
through. They were so welcoming and told my guide they
were ashamed that they had no food to share with me. They
insisted I see the inside of the house. I showed them a
recording of the children singing in the school on my iPad
and they immediately became excited to see their own boy
in the classroom. As I was leaving the young mother quickly
disappeared and came back with a li#le woven purse as a
present. I visited a catholic orphanage in a very isolated
place. The kids were beau!ful and seemed well cared for
and extremely happy.
Eventually I got to Hoi An which is a nice seaside town. The
contrast with the modern se#lement type towns was quite
obvious here. It had Japanese style architecture and pagodas
and a general air of an!quity. A$er a few days sight‐seeing
I went to Da Nang and I took a sleeper train ‐18 hours‐ to
Hanoi. These have cabins or booths with four bunks in them.
They are rather dingy grubby aﬀairs and the toilets are a bit
of a challenge but I slept fine and had a few Vietnamese co‐
habitants on the trip. Amazingly Wifi was available
everywhere for free even on trains and buses and in the
most isolated of places. In Hanoi I worked as a volunteer at
an English teaching project for young Vietnamese who could
not aﬀord the professional Language Schools. I lived with a
Vietnamese family for 3 weeks. They were extremely
gracious, welcoming and gentle. By complete coincidence
they happened to be Catholic. They insisted on bringing me
to their Sunday mass in their beau!ful Cathedral in the
centre of Hanoi. The huge church was jammed. The church
is frowned on oﬃcially here although about 10% of the
popula!on of 90+ million are Catholic. The mass was very
beau!ful and there was a huge congrega!on. The singing
and organ music were very moving. Everyone was dressed in
their best clothes. There was a 15 minute sermon and not
even a cough in the church. It's the main church in Hanoi
and is a very fine building, probably built by the colonial
French. It was closed by the Communist Government from
1975 to 1995. The people are really proud of it. A$erwards
we went for lunch to a tradi!onal ea!ng house. There was
frog and snail on the menu but I declined. I ate regularly in
the most unhygienic looking scullery type food dens on the
street without any problems. I had more meds with me than
would service a small hospital but never once used anything.
The food hygiene inspectors would have a field day here.
Street food is very cheap and most Vietnamese people rarely
if ever go to restaurants like we would at home but eat in
these kitchen type places on the street constantly. They love
their own tradi!onal food and love to eat socially in groups,
jabbering away enthusias!cally and sharing plates of
noodles and fried beef and tofu. Western style food is
generally not popular with Vietnamese people and fast food
outlets as we know them are few and far between.

A$er some weeks I moved to another language centre. Here
I lived in community with the students. They were all in their
20s with all types of degrees in I.T and business etc. under
their belts. They were full of enthusiasm for learning English.
They did the cooking and brought me around to see the
sights on their motorbikes and loved prac!cing their English
with a 'na!ve speaker '. Together we went on many ou!ngs
such as a two day trip to beau!ful Halong Bay. This is an
archipelago of 2,000 islands. It is stunningly beau!ful. We
spent the weekend in a hostel on Cat Ba island. We sailed all
day on these beau!ful junk‐like houseboats and ate on them
also. There are thousands of people living on the water in
floa!ng fishing villages. They keep their catch alive in huge
net tanks. It was fascina!ng to see this vast waterway
seething with all kinds of boa!ng ac!vity. We went kayaking
through caves and tunnels into isolated lakes. We trekked
in the highlands of Sapa to the north.
Bus Journeys here are very long although quite cheap. They
are crowded and the driving is crazy with constant honking,
gear changing and swerving. Someone warned me that
about 10,000 people are killed every year on the roads. I’m
not sure how reliable that sta!s!c is but I do know that the
traﬃc can be very scary. If someone is knocked oﬀ their
motorbike everyone just swerves and goes on. There is no
such thing as a comeback or appor!oned liability. You can
walk in and hire a motorbike for a month for 40 dollars. No
license, insurance or deposit is required. There are
motorbike repair guys with a bag of tools on every corner.
They can strip and assemble a bike in minutes. I have been
told there are 46 million motorbikes in Vietnam or one for
every two people. The standard city bus fare anywhere is
30 cents or 7,000 dong. A pack of fags is thirty cents. There
are about 23,000 dong to the euro so I was swanning around
like a millionaire. A big bowl of Vietnamese food on the
street cost about 3 euro max. Hanoi is more conserva!ve
than Saigon in that it has a more tradi!onal and less
westernised although that is changing slowly.
From the Cu Chi tunnels to the river markets of the Mekong
Delta and all the magnificent sights between this journey
had been truly breath‐taking. Three months a$er my arrival
there I made my way to Hanoi airport to begin my journey
home. This !me I was not alone as about 30 Vietnamese
friends had come to say good bye. There were hugs and
tears and promises to return and as I turned to make my way
through airport security the words of my motorbike guide
echoed gently within me and I knew that I had indeed
experienced ‘something from the heart’!
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Celebrating 200 Years of
St. Brendan’s R.C. Church
By Brian T. Kennedy
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n August 1st 1817 the then 17 year old William, Lord
Oxmantown laid the founda!on stone of St.
Brendan’s R.C. Church. This year his descendant
Patrick, Lord Oxmantown was present to lead the
celebra!ons, at a special evening organised by Birr Historical
Society. He was joined by his parents the 7th Earl and
Countess of Rosse and Cousin Viscount Tom de Vesey, from
Abbeyleix.
The evening was opened by Jimmy Shor#, secretary of Birr
Historical Society who welcomed the special guests along
with over 300 parishioners and members of the Historical
Society who gathered for the occasion.
Lord Oxmantown’s address, stressed his desire to con!nue
the great rela!ons between his family and the people of Birr,
as evidenced two centuries before by his ancestor dona!ng
the site of St. Brendan’s Church.
Special guest Deputy Marcella Corcoran‐Kennedy T.D.
expressed her congratula!ons to the parishioners on the
historic anniversary and wished the Historical Society
con!nued success.
The evening was greatly enhanced by Sarah‐Gene
Loughnane’s singing of the ‘Ave Maria’ and Michael
Campbell’s rendi!on of ‘I’ll Walk with God’. They were
accompanied on the 1953 Rooney and Coﬀey organ, by St.
Brendan’s organist Enda O’Connor. Enda also contributed a
great organ solo.
I then had the great honour of rela!ng the two centuries of
the Church’s story. On the evening it was impossible to cover
all aspects of the building’s history but it was a great
opportunity to paint a broad picture of its o$en colourful
history.
Birr is unique as the Parson’s family donated the sites of all
churches in the town. In 1817 the 2nd Earl of Rosse donated
the beau!ful site on the Camcor’s banks to build the new
Roman Catholic Chapel. It was a most generous dona!on,
as he also gave a site for a priests’ residence. The Parish later
allowed the Sisters of Mercy to build their convent on this
part of the site. In addi!on Lord Rosse gave £100 and a
quarry of stone (in Scurragh) to build the church.
The current building’s exterior is unchanged from the
beginning, as the drawing in T.L. Cooke’s 1826 ‘Picture of
Parsonstown….’ demonstrates to us. The interior however,
is greatly altered from its opening in 1826. Today we enjoy
the interior renova!ons of Fr. John Spain from the early
1840’s. This includes the splendid vaulted gothic ceiling and
the galleries. Interes!ngly the north side gallery contains the
box of the church’s architect Bernard Mullins, s!ll complete
with its brass plate.
A great treasure from Fr. John Spain’s renova!ons is the
magnificent west window behind the altar. It measures 19
feet 8 ½ inches in height and 9 feet 10 inches in breadth.
Made by the famous stain glass works of William Wailes in
Newcastle‐on‐Tyne, it cost £300. This was a vast sum of
money in 1842. It also is one of very few stained glass
projects ever designed by the famous English architect
Augustus Webly Northmore Pugin. In addi!on it has the
dis!nc!on of being the oldest stained‐glass window in any
Catholic church, in the Killaloe Diocese.
The next phase in St. Brendan’s development occurred with
the appointment of Dean Michael Bugler as P.P. following
the death of Fr. John Egan in 1870. Major refurbishments
were carried out and a new altar erected to the memory of

Fr. John Egan. The only picture of this altar exists in the
Lawrence Collec!on of photos in the Na!onal Library. It
clearly shows, all that exists of the 1872 altar today, is the
actual altar table with the carving of the Pieta beneath it.
1894 saw the parishioners erect the current magnificent
Caen stone reredos in memory of Dean Bugler who died the
previous year. As part of his memorial they also purchased
the stained glass window of the Resurrec!on and placed it
above the grave of Dean Bugler.
In 1890 the current church bell was installed. In keeping with
the Cel!c revival of the period, it is decorated with harps and
shamrocks and bears the inscrip!on ‘Éire go breá’. When
consecra!ng the bell Birr na!ve Bishop Thomas
McRedmond, of Killaloe named it ‘St. Michael’, a$er Dean
Bugler’s patron saint.
In the late nineteenth century the Church had a great
benefactor in the person of John C. O’Neill. He donated the
beau!ful Cel!c cross in front of the Organ Gallery door, in
memory of his wife Ellen. In addi!on he also gave the marble
altar rail. In 1891 the same man purchased the Presbytery on
John’s Place and a few months later transferred ownership
to the Bishop of Killaloe. We do not know if the house was
a gi$, or if he bought it in trust, as a residence for the Parish’s
curates. The parquet floor and central !les date from 1898.
Just prior to the Church’s centenary in 1917 Dean John
Scanlon led a major refurbishment of St. Brendan’s between
1910 and 1917. Supervised by Architect W.H. Byrne, Dublin,
the contractor was D.P. Hoctor of Green St. Costs totalled
£7,200. They included: D.P. Hoctor, £3,378, McLaughlin’s,
Dublin £1,800 for steel roof supports, 8 large and 4 small
cut‐stone windows £910, Hodginson, Limerick pain!ng and
decora!on £406. Daniel Carroll, Seﬃn repaired a stone
pinnacle, Joseph Egan, Chapel Lane pointed the exterior for
£160. Although the sums of money now seem small they
were substan!al at the !me.
To commemorate the centenary, High Mass was celebrated
by Fr. Molloy at 12 noon, on Sunday August 5th 1917. Canon
John Ryan P.P.V.G. gave the homily. Benedic!on followed
Mass and there was a packed congrega!on.
The insurance records show that the gas ligh!ng was
replaced by electricity in 1921. Apart from this nod to
modern living many of the original features are s!ll intact
today.
On Sunday 17th of March 1935 we almost lost St. Brendan’s
to a malicious arson a#ack. A local man, John Mullins, who
lived in the present Sinn Fein Oﬃce in Green Street set three
fires in the church to cover up a robbery. Many myths
surround his ac!ons but the facts tried in court do not
support these. The wooden altar steps were destroyed,
replaced by Caen stone ones and the beau!ful mosaic at the
foot of the altar was installed. John Mullins received seven
years hard labour for his ac!ons.
Before the Bap!smal font was moved to its current loca!on
in 2001, there were three former bap!stery loca!ons. The
first was in the former Mortuary. Then when the prac!ce
was established of removal of remains to church on the
night prior to burial, the font was moved to the entry hall of
the Organ Gallery. In 1955 a purpose built bap!stery was
added to the north side of the church. This room also
contains the very important window of the ‘Bap!sm in the
Jordan’, by famous stained glass ar!st Richard King and
donated by the Dooly family of John’s Place. There is a
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companion window by Richard King, in memory of the Griﬃn
family, Main Street in the crying‐room.
Following Va!can II St. Brendan’s was lucky to have survived
the destruc!on carried out in many churches to
accommodate liturgical changes. We must be grateful to
Msgr. P.J. Hamell P.P. V.G. D.D. for the sensi!ve reordering
carried out in the Church. Msgr. Hamell is very fondly
remembered in Birr and in 1969 he gave parishioners a
chance to vote on the architects’ plans for a new altar or the
reten!on of the altar and reredos, with the altar table
moved forward.
Va!can II renewal works commenced July 1970 and were
completed in March 1971. Michael Loughnane & Sons were
the main contractors, with Robinson, O’Keefe & Devan, the
architects. Bishop Michael Harty was Chief Celebrant of
Mass at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday April 22nd 1971 to
commemorate the renewal. The Sesquicentennial was
belatedly remembered on this occasion. The 150th
anniversary had not been celebrated in 1967, as both oﬃces
of Bishop of Killaloe and parish priest of Birr were vacant.
Stained glass windows not already men!oned were installed
between the 1880’s and 1963. Four of the ground floor
windows are by the studio of Early and Powell, Dublin the
remaining two windows are from the Birmingham studios of
Hardman and Co. They were also responsible for the first
floor windows. It is an intriguing fact that the majority of
window donors are buried along one path in Clonoghill
Cemetery. Perhaps, not surprising as only wealthy

parishioner could give a window and they were bound to be
buried in the most expensive graves in Clonoghill. The
Leinster Regiment window is by Michael Dunne and was
installed in 1963. It is unique as the only window to a Bri!sh
regiment in an Irish Roman Catholic Church.
The Conference Room and Sacristy were completed while
Canon John Shalloo was P.P. in 1995. In 2001 St. Brendan’s
was reroofed and major refurbishment was completed over
a three month period. Jerry O’Meara & Sons were the
contractors and Michael Punch and Partners, Limerick were
the engineers on that occasion.
Up to the 20th century priests were buried inside the
Church. This prac!ce was discon!nued when Bishop
McRedmond consecrated the cemetery in the grounds in
1902. The first burial there was of Archdeacon Thomas
Phelan P.P. in May 1903. A total of ten burials have taken
place there between then and that of Fr. Tony Cahir, re!red
P.P. in July 2015.
St. Brendan’s Church has served the Roman Catholic
popula!on of Birr Parish for two centuries. It has a special
place in the hearts of Birr people whereever they find
themselves in the world. It is a living testament to the
generosity of its countless donors over the last to hundred
years. Whether your family has worshiped there for
genera!ons or you are new to the Parish, St. Brendan’s has
a way of enveloping you with its spirit. Hopefully it will
con!nue to play a central role in Birr life for many
genera!ons to come.
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My Very
First
Venture
into the
Workforce
by Tommy Spillane

he year was 1959. ''Tom, can you deliver this parcel,''
was the request that the owner of the shop, Mr O
Meara would ask me. The premises was Jackie O'
Meara's drapery shop on the main street in Birr. I worked in
that shop a$er my school day was over and on a Saturday
and during my school holidays. I was known as a messenger
boy. I was eleven years of age and it was also my
Confirma!on year.
It was under the lamppost house at Carroll’s house in High
Street that I heard about a messenger boy job that was on
oﬀer in O'Meara's drapery shop. Bill and Toby Pardy, Liam
Hennessy, Joe Whelan and myself were planning our next
game of hurling in Coolahan’s field when Jimmy Mc Carthy
arrived, ''Hey mush, Jackie O’Meara is looking for a
messenger boy, it's about !me you started to earn some
dosh,'' he said to me. I could not wait to get home to tell my
mother about the job. When I did she was reluctant to let
me apply for it. She thought I was too young to go to work.
It was a$er I constantly pleaded with her for the rest of the
evening that she allowed me to apply for the job. She told
me later that she only agreed because she assumed that the
job would be given to somebody older than me and her
agreeing might stop me from annoying her. Once I was
allowed to apply for the job I couldn’t wait for the next day
a$er school to go to the shop.
The next day I ran into the shop and asked the girl that was
working behind the counter could I see Mr. O'Meara. A$er
a while he came out to see me. He looked very important
wearing his waistcoat and a measuring tape around his neck.
I nervously asked him was he looking for a messenger boy.
As I looked at him wai!ng for his answer, I remember
thinking that I wanted this job so much. I wanted to be like
the other boys that were out working. My world collapsed
when he gave me his answer, he told me he had someone

else in mind for the job. He also thought that I was too
young. As I stood looking at his measuring tape around his
neck he must have saw the disappointment in my eyes
because he took a deep breath, looked at me and told me to
come back tomorrow a$er school for an interview. When I
got home I was so excited. I started to tell my mother about
all the diﬀerent clothes that I saw in the shop and about the
interview that I was going to have the next day. My mother
then had to explain what an interview was. I could not wait
for the next day to arrive.
The next evening a$er school, I stood outside the shop
feeling very nervous. I eventually went in to the shop where
I met Mr. O' Meara, he took me into the kitchen where I met
his lovely wife, Sheila. Unlike other adults, like my teacher,
school doctor and school den!st, he did not make me feel
nervous. I was put si'ng at a table where a plate of
sandwiches and biscuits were served to me. I could not keep
my eyes oﬀ them. I was about to start to eat the sandwiches
when Mr. O’Meara, who was standing in the middle of the
kitchen floor twiddling with his measuring tape, asked me a
strange ques!on, “Can you ride a man's bicycle? If you can
then the job is yours.” I was now eleven years of age and I
was not much taller than a man's bicycle never mind be able
to ride one. I hesitated with my answer so as I could swallow
my first sandwich and then, reaching for another sandwich,
I answered “Yes.” ''That's okay then. You can start
tomorrow, Saturday”.
Even though I was not able to ride a man's bicycle yet, I did
not have the confidence to ask why it had to be a man's
bicycle. I could ride a women’s bicycle but for once I decided
to say nothing in case what I would say might make him
change his mind. I know I told a lie but I knew at that !me
with my father not working I would be able to help my
mother with extra money that I would earn. I wasn’t sure
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whether that was the end of the interview but what I did
know there was a lot of sandwiches and biscuits s!ll to be
eaten. He then told me what my hours and wages were. The
interview was now finished and so was my second sandwich.
I le$ the kitchen with my first job of work secured but I also
le$ a lovely plate of sandwiches and biscuits behind me. The
working hours were four o'clock to six o’clock in the evenings
on school days, and nine o'clock in the morning to six o'clock
in the evening on Saturdays and school holidays. The wages
were fi$een shillings a week during the school holidays and
ten shillings a week a$er my school. That day was to be my
first step to freedom from my teacher and the school.
With a hug and a kiss from my mother the next morning I
was outside the shop well before nine, wai!ng for it to open.
This was a new experience for me and I did not know what
to expect. As I looked through the shop window, the shop
looked so big. It was so much to take in all at once. I was so
nervous as I stood and watched the shop doors opening. Mr
O’Meara then greeted me and he explained to me that I
would be delivering items of clothing that customers had
bought to their homes and I would have to clean the shop
windows and sweep the shop floor every day. One of the
first tasks I had to do in the morning was to bring out the
man's bicycle and leave it outside the shop so as I would be
ready to make my deliveries. It was not long before
customers started to arrive and it was ge'ng busy in the
shop. The shops then were so diﬀerent to the department
stores of today.
It was on my first day that I saw my first length of material
that was used for making a suit. It was rolled up and packed
with all the necessary trimmings of materials like lining,
horse hair, padding, bu#ons and a zip. It was then !ed with
twine. It was shortly a$erwards that I knew why it had to be
a man's bicycle that I needed to be able to cycle because the
suit length needed to be !ed to the bar on the bicycle and
there was a special way in which it was !ed. A$er I was
shown how to !e the suit length to the bar of the bicycle I
was given an address to where I was to deliver it. It was to
be delivered to the tailor Mr Michael
McGrath of Eden Road. This was to be my first but not my
last mee!ng with the McGrath family and it has always been
a pleasant and an interes!ng experience.
Even the journey from the Main Street to Eden road when I
was young was a new adventure for me because I was never
allowed to go any further from my house than to Emmet
Square. Mr O’Meara then went back in to the shop and I was
about to make my first delivery. I quickly pushed the bicycle
down the Main Street to Market Square to get away from

the shop so that Mr O' Meara wouldn’t no!ce that I wasn’t
able to ride the bicycle. I decided to go by Castle Street and
Rosse Row and then down the Castle Hill to Eden road.
As I was pushing the bicycle along Rosse Row I no!ced that
there was a small wall at the main entrance to the Castle
and with a flash of insight I thought that if I stood on the wall
I would be able to throw my leg over the bicycle. I wheeled
the bicycle over to the wall and as I stood on the wall I was
now taller than the bicycle. I then threw my leg over the
saddle. I was now si'ng on the saddle and my feet were
touching the pedals. This delivery was very important to me
as it was my first and I felt as important as the postman or
the milkman. Somebody out there was depending on me for
the delivery of the materials for their new suit. The
messenger boy should always be remembered as the
pioneer of the world wide delivery services that are available
today.
I felt confident as I sat on the saddle of the bicycle. I then
pushed forward on the pedal and started to move and with
that movement I became more confident in myself. With my
new confidence I was now pedaling faster and faster as I was
going down the Castle Hill and passing Paddy Egan's house I
felt that I was about to fly. As I passed the Model School I
suddenly realised that I was in trouble, this machine that I
was on was not slowing down. I had now entered Eden Road
and was now about to leave it and find myself halfway up
Cappaneale Hill. I was now panicking and I had completely
forgo#en about the brakes. I tried to stop the bicycle by
dragging the soles of my shoes along the ground. To do that
it meant I had to slide oﬀ the saddle and land on the bar of
the bicycle. I was glad that the suit length was there to
comfort me. I then found myself on the ground with the
bicycle on top of me and my pride in ta#ers but the most
important thing was the suit length was intact. I picked
myself up and walked back pushing the bicycle to Mr
McGrath's house and my delivery was made. Without
thinking about it I found myself cycling back to the shop
without any problem. It was like the way the cowboy would
break in his horse. I was now in control of my bicycle. There
was a small casualty, I had a cut on my elbow but I could
keep it covered with my jumper !ll I got home.
It was long un!ll my first day in work was over. I was !red
but I felt good and I was so hungry and looking forward to
my mother’s dinner and more important a hug from her. I
was so proud that I could earn money to give to my mother.
When I got home she immediately sorted the cut on my
elbow with a poul!ce. That was my first day at work.
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Townsend House
Townsend Street, Birr, Co. Offaly

Guest House

Tapas and Wine Restaurant

enquiry@townsendhouse-guesthouse.com
www.townsendhouse-guesthouse.com

Open Every Weekend
Thursday - Saturday from 6pm 10 pm
Now catering for Communion and Confirmation Parties

Tel: 057 9121276

BIRR
Monday to Saturday
Sunday

8am to 10pm
10am to 8pm

Telephone:

05791 69081

You spend less with Tesco
Supporting the local community
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A Remarkable Musicologist:

Henry George Farmer

By Stephen Callaghan

soldier’ just a month and ten days a$er his 14 birthday on 27
February 1896. Upon joining he was recorded as being four
foot and six and a half inches tall. He has brown eyes and
light brown hair. Ini!ally he played the violin and clarinet,
but took private lessons on the horn.
Throughout his life Henry was a very prolific writer, his first
published piece was a ‘Sketch of the Leinster Regiment’
which appeared in the King’s County Chronicle in 1901. In
this he outlined the history and origins of the famous
regiment. His next publica!on in 1904 was a far more
substan!al ‘Memoirs of the Royal Ar!llery Band: its origin,
history and progress’.
On 24 August 1904 in Greenwich London, Farmer married
Amy Maud Jackson, their first child Percy Karl Cliﬀord being
born on 10 July 1907 at Woolwich.
Henry le$ the Royal Ar!llery Band in November 1911 due to
medical reasons. Soon a$erwards he took up a job as a
musical director in the Broadway Theatre, New Cross,
London. Later in 1914 he was oﬀered musical directorship
of the Coliseum Theatre in Glasgow but he soon transferred
to the Empire Theatre also in Glasgow, where he remained
for 33 years, and resided in Scotland for the rest of his life.
Farmer’s work in the Empire Theatre provided him with his
income but also allowed him to spend much !me on his own
interests and research on the theory of Arab music and
history of Arabic musical instruments. This led to him being
commissioned to translate the work ‘La Musique Arabe’ by
the composer Francisco Salvador‐Daniel. Farmer’s research
and work on the transla!on led to him finding conflic!ng
theories among the experts in Arab music, this resulted with
him determining there was no other way to move forward
other than learning Arabic himself so he could examine the
original sources. His study saw him become an external

B

irr has produced some truly remarkable people over
the centuries, many being pioneers and experts in
their various fields; Henry George Farmer is certainly
one of these well accomplished Birr people, this is his story.
Henry was born in Birr Barracks on 17 January 1882, he was
the son of Colour Sergeant Henry George Farmer and Mary
Anne Farmer (Née Moore). He was bap!sed in the Garrison
Chapel on 5 February 1882. Henry had an older sister
Martha Mary who was born in London and sadly a brother
and sister who died in infancy, both of whom were buried in
Birr Military Cemetery.
Henry George Farmer (senior) was born in Reading,
Berkshire. He joined the 3rd Hussars on 8 November 1866
aged 18 years, he had previous been a boot maker. He
served for 9 years in India, during which !me he transferred
to the 109th Regiment of Foot (later 2nd Ba#alion, Leinster
Regiment). He was eventually posted to the Depot, Leinster
Regiment at Birr Barracks where he remained for the rest of
his military career. He married Mary Anne Moore in
Dinapore, India on 4 November 1875. Mary was from
Richmond, Surrey.
Henry’s educa!on began in the Chapel School of Birr
Barracks. Irish Garrison churches served dual purposes,
weekends being for divine service and weekdays saw the
educa!on of soldiers’ children. From a young age Henry
(junior) had a strong interest in music and by the age of 10
he was able to play the violin and had played at many
concerts with his older sister Martha. At the age of 13 Henry
accompanied his father to a concert by the Royal Ar!llery
Band in London, this must have sparked something in young
Henry as he joined the Royal Ar!llery, at Birr as a ‘boy
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student at the University of Glasgow, later becoming a
postgraduate there and comple!ng his master’s degree and
PhD. Farmer’s doctorate thesis, which he completed in 1926
was ‘A musical history of the Arabs’. Henry’s work saw him
become world renowned in his field, as there were far and
few English speaking experts, and indeed he was the only
par!cipant in a conference in Cairo in 1932 on Arab music
from the United Kingdom. Other music interests of Henry
were Irish and Sco'sh music, which saw a publica!on in
1947 ‘A history of music in Scotland’.
Despite living in Scotland for most of his life, Henry always
had a special place in his heart for his home town of Birr and
the barracks in which he was born and raised. He returned
to Birr a number of !mes to catch up with his old friends and
acquaintances. In a le#er he wrote to a friend in 1961, he
recalled visi!ng Crinkill, “The burnt‐out barracks at Crinkle
(sic) was a heart searing sight”. During his last visit in 1956
the barracks was in the process of being knocked down. He
also recalled once returning from archaeological meanders
from Portumna, and coming across a castle near Riverstown,
where he asked in a nearby shop for its name. The elderly
lady behind the counter assumed he wasn’t from the area,
and asked him his name, to which he replied Farmer, the
elderly lady replied “you must be Henry Farmer”, to which
Henry cheekily said “well I’m not the Prince of Wales”.
Apparently in bygone years the same lady had sold him
many penny sweets, and they had a long conversa!on.
Henry disappoin!ngly regaled to his friend of his failed
a#empt to try stop the bell from the Garrison Church going
to the newly formed Cistercian Abbey in Australia, he had
begged the Abbot in Santa Maria Abbey, Nunraw, Scotland
that it either stay in Nunraw or return to Ireland and be
given to Lord Rosse for the Na!onal Museum of Ireland,
however it was too late for anything to be done as the bell
had already le$. The bell is s!ll there to this day.
Farmer men!oned some of his old friends who he would see
on his visits, one was Bill Kerrigan. He said of Bill; “He knew
the !me that I would arrive back at Dooly’s Hotel, and he
would not be far away, salu!ng me with his walking s!ck, as
a sword in cavalry fashion”. On a side note, Bill Kerrigan had

been a soldier in the Leinster Regiment and has won the
Dis!nguished Conduct Medal twice, one of his brothers had
died during the Great War and another during the Anglo‐
Boer War in South Africa.
Another testament to Henry’s dedica!on to Birr Barracks
was being able to save an old memorial stone
commemora!ng the presenta!on of the new colours to the
53rd Regiment of Foot by the Duke of Connaught in 1877.
The stone had been above a wicket gate entrance from the
barracks to the fourteen acres, where the Duke of
Connaught had passed under. Subsequent to the stones
removal it resided in the garden in Whiteford. Henry was
able to pay Carroll’s for the removal of the stone from the
garden to a quiet corner of Birr Castle, where Lord Rosse was
more than happy to have it remain undisturbed. In a le#er
to the estate agent Mr. Telford, Henry expressed his
happiness at how the stone was now safe and how its fate
had worried him for a number of years. He aptly finished
with le#er with the following “I am now an old man – eighty
– two – yet Birr and the barrack, in which I was born and
reared is ever present in my treasured memories”.
With having a life long interest in the Leinster Regiment and
being a member of the Old Comrades Associate, Henry
received an invite to the unveiling of the Leinster Regiment
memorial window in St. Brendan’s Church in May 1964,
however he was unable to a#end due to his declining health.
A great shame is that Henry never got to write the
autobiography he had hoped to complete which would have
been !tled ‘Tunic, Tinsel, Toga’; 'Tunic' referring to his !me
in the Royal Ar!llery Band, 'Tinsel' being his !me as a musical
director and 'Toga' referring to his musico‐literary career.
Had it been published it might have given more of an insight
to his private life as he never shared much regarding this.
Henry George Farmer lived to the age of 83 years, he died on
20 December 1965 in Law, South Lanarkshire, Scotland.
Photo of Crinkill Barracks ‐ from author’s collec"on.
Photo of Henry George Farmer by permission of University of Glasgow
Library, Special Collec"ons

Twins Esther Roberts and
Michael O'Brien celebrate
their 90th birthday in 2017.
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The Wonders
of Woodfield

By Joe Hanley

y earliest memories are not of Rosse Row where I
was born and reared but of Granny Pey’s house at
Woodfield. I think Donie and myself were sent
there for a period around the !me that Liam was born, so
this would have been over 60 years ago. For me, Granny’s
was a wonderful place with so many exci!ng things to do
and places to explore. The house was a thatched co#age
with a full door and a half door that opened directly onto
the kitchen which had a wide open fireplace with a hob on
either side. A black ke#le was suspended from a crane over
the turf fire and it seemed to me to be always on the boil.
There was no electricity or running water but this did not
seem to be a burden. In fact, I can clearly recall the peace
and quiet of the house at night !me as Granny sat at the
table reading and re‐reading treasured le#ers from her girls
in England and the U.S.A. by the light of the double wick oil
lamp. At !mes like this I was allowed to sit in her big comfy
armchair, no sound to be heard except the turning of the
page, the occasional shuﬄe of a sod collapsing on the fire
and the !cking of the clock on the dresser. I can s!ll see the
flickering of the flames reflected in the shiny mugs and
plates on the dresser and smell the lingering aroma of
freshly baked soda bread and scones. Before going to bed
the night prayers had to be said which included ‘God Blesses’
for everyone we knew. Granny was on hand to prompt us
with some of the names and when we got through all of the
humans we started on the dog, cats, hens, ducks, pigs, cows
and the ass.

Liam, Joe and Donie Hanley

In the morning, I was usually awakened by the crowing of
the cock in the haggard. Granny or Anna would already have
released him and his hens from their overnight lodgings in
the henhouse. Even now, over 60 years later, whether at
home or abroad, I remember the mornings at Granny Pey’s
any!me I hear a cock crowing. Once out of bed there was a
basin of water, a bar of Lux soap, a facecloth and a towel set
out on a chair in the kitchen for washing any exposed parts.
When you were par!cularly mucky, the Lux was replaced
with the less luxurious bar of Sunlight, which did not smell as
good. Granny would already have raked out the coals from
last night’s fire, added fresh sods and the grey turf smoke
would be spiralling up the chimney while the ever present
ke#le was singing on its hook. The half door would be open,
the floor swept and the table set for the breakfast. This meal
usually consisted of a bowl of porridge with fresh cream
followed by a mug of sweet tea and chunky slices of white
soda bread and bu#er. Some!mes the porridge would be
replaced by a boiled egg.
We always steered well clear of Granny’s dog, Spot. From
his name you can easily figure out what he looked like. His
one and only spot was a black one in the middle of his white
head. Nobody could even approach Spot except Granny.
She could !ckle his ears and tummy but if we as much as
looked at him he would bare his yellow teeth and snarl
menacingly. He had his uses, though. From !me to !me one
of the more adventurous hens would !ptoe into the kitchen,
one claw delicately poised in front of the other, gimlet eye

M
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looking le$ then right in a
Maura to get some message
haughty assessment of the
for her when she went to
situa!on. Without even
town. Mrs. Kirwan would
opening an eye, Spot would
make a mug of ‘goody’ for
emit a low menacing growl
us – bread crusts, hot milk
which sent the intruder
and sugar – delicious.
flapping ignominiously out
Uncle Timmy lived further
the door.
on down Ballinaguilsha
There were jobs to be done
Lane. At the entrance to his
but none of them were in the
house, there was a double
least onerous. Eggs had to be
!mber gate with the slats
collected from the hen house
painted blue and !pped
or some!mes further afield if
with white. The latch was
one of the hens was ‘laying
too high for us to reach but
out’. Turf had to be brought
a s!ck hidden nearby
in from the turf shed and
allowed us to flip the latch
stacked in the space
and open the gates. The
underneath one of the hobs.
gates had to be closed
Now and again, ashes had to
behind us as Timmy’s two
be taken out from the ash pit
shire horses grazed either
under the other hob, but this
side of the long driveway.
was a job we were not
To the right there was a
allowed to do. There were
large oak tree which gave
le$overs and scraps to be
shelter to the horses. There
given to the hens in the
was always a plen!ful
haggard. Anna was a deadly
supply of mushrooms in this
shot at the milking. The cats
field in late July and early
would line up at the cowshed
August. These would be
door and every now and
roasted on coals at Granny’s
again she would direct a jet
fire or, if we picked a lot of
of warm milk directly from
them, fried in the pan.
cow’s spin to cat’s mouth.
There were certain no go
We helped with bringing
areas and one of the main
water from the well or the
ones was the well at
green pump near the new
Timmy’s. This well was
line and also bringing s!cks
directly opposite the back
from Knocky Wood, although
door of the house and was
in hindsight we were
protected by a !mber
probably more of a
cover. We were warned
hindrance than a help. These
that we should never open
Joe, right with his brother Liam.
tasks required yoking the ass
this cover but of course that
– blinkers and reins, saddle
warning had the opposite
and breeches, bellyband, and other leather apparatus all had eﬀect. The inside of the well was paved with cobblestones
to pass inspec!on by Anna who made any necessary and we could barely make out our reflec!ons on the surface
adjustments. The days seemed long but we were never of the water far below. Also oﬀ limits was the tank at the
bored. Uncle Tommy would call for a cup of tea and bring back of the sheds at Woodfield and the swallow holes on the
the post and any news from the town. In summer mornings le$ as you came out of town. If you as much as put a foot
there would be a stream of ass and cart traﬃc from the town into the swallow holes you would never be seen again. We
as people made their way to the bog. Some would stop at were also banned from touching the hay knife which was
Granny’s to have a bo#le filled with fresh milk and for a chat. usually stuck in the haystack in the haggard.
In spring!me, the fields beyond the haggard abounded with I have many more memories of happy !mes spent at
yellow cowslips, white daisies and purple clover. The Woodfield. To my childhood senses it was a wonderland of
surrounding ditches teemed with yellow and orange colour, treasure and aﬀec!on. The house and sheds are long
primroses, snowdrops and bluebells. Knocky Lane was an gone as, indeed, is Knocky Wood. Looking at the space
enchanted way with sunbeams slan!ng through the hazel where it once was you would wonder was it as vast and
and whitethorn trees. These same hazel trees would have dense a forest as it seemed to us. We pass so many places
nuts aplenty come Autumn. According to Anna, we had to on our travels li#le realising that along the roadside, corners
watch out for fairies on Knocky Lane and above all never of fields which appear to be empty may be teeming with
ever stop if you saw one. As a result, our journeys through memories and ghosts of genera!ons past, of good decent
Knocky Lane were always speedy ones. We emerged at the people who led simple but fulfilling lives. They may not have
far end of the lane opposite Kirwans house. Some!mes we possessed much but they certainly had a lot.
would call, especially if we had a note from Granny for
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The Joy of Volunteering
by David McEvoy

No volunteer gets involved for thanks or praise, and yet
when your contribu!on is recognised or appreciated, it
makes all the tough days worthwhile.
Winning the Volunteer of the Year Award 2016 was an
absolute privilege for me. To be nominated in the first place
by family, friends, my fellow responders and my community
was a real surprise altogether.
In 2009, I was a firefighter in Birr Fire Sta!on. It was here
that I discovered an interest in helping people so I took it
upon myself to start research on CPR (Cardio Pulmonary
Resuscita!on). Being friends with some local Paramedics,
they helped me find out about courses and informa!on on
what to do next. I completed some great, informa!ve
courses such as Heartsaver AED, First Aid and also became
a Community CFR Instructor.
Then, only three weeks a$er comple!ng my learning, my
own Dad, Peter, suﬀered a cardiac arrest.Thankfully I knew
what to do and immediately started CPR and a$er a long 42
minutes with the help of the Ambulance Service we
restarted his heart. It was an absolute relief to hear him
speak again. Unfortunately, a$er seven weeks, he passed
away due to an illness but those seven weeks were fantas!c
and gave us a chance to say goodbye.
A$er his passing I realised that Birr town needed a first
responder group to help in such situa!ons so for the next 3
years I dedicated my spare !me to teaching and preaching
about the benefits of AED’S and CPR. Due to an illness, I
couldn’t con!nue firefigh!ng but not to let this stop me, I
started fundraising and created the Birr First Responders
Group.
In March 2012, I launched my group with massive support
from my family, friends and our local community. With the
help of community businesses and local families we raised a
significant amount of money over the next few years and
this enabled us to purchase eight defibrillators along with
other lifesaving equipment. At present five of these
defibrillators are mobile with my responders who are on call
to respond to such calls as Cardiac Arrests, Cardiac Chest
Pain, Stroke and Choking Incidents. The other 3 defibrillators
are currently located at Birr Garda Sta!on, Dooley’s Hotel,
and St. Brendan’s Church, Birr.
To date I have trained roughly around 2,350 people in the
use of an AED and CPR Skills. These places include local
schools, local businesses, An Garda Síochana and also
surrounding areas. This keeps me going as it is something I
really enjoy and have great interest in doing. It also gives me
great sa!sfac!on that people have the interest in what my
group and I do for our community.
The Volunteer Ireland Awards Ceremony itself was fantas!c.
Located at City Hall Dublin, it was unreal – the amount of
!me and eﬀort put into it was phenomenal. Mee!ng all of
the other volunteers, organisers and staﬀ was brilliant. It
was great to meet so many people dedicated to what they

do. It was a pleasure to be there and be part of it all – it was
an absolutely amazing night for us all.
Winning the award for the category Emergency and
Ambulance Services that night was good enough for me, but
for my name to have been called for the Chris!ne Buckley
Volunteer of the Year Award was unbelievable! I did not
expect that at all.
I remember si'ng there and my wife Siobhan literally had
to push me oﬀ the chair to receive it. It was surreal. Thanks
so much to Conor Buckley who presented the award to me.
Since that night, I have some!mes felt like a celebrity with
the amount of congrats and well wishes that I have received.
I appreciate every last one of them. As every volunteer
knows, we are not in it for praise or recogni!on but the fact
that we are helping someone out there that needs it, and to
be able to do that is a joy in itself.
Since the event I think that it has also raised the awareness
of what it is that a volunteer actually does and it is
unbelievable the amount of diﬀerent stories people have of
what they are involved in. You could sit and listen all day to
these people – they are all amazing.
I am so chuﬀed to have these awards in my home. As I said
the night the awards were presented, they are dedicated to
my Dad, Peter, who always encouraged me to go ahead and
do what I love to do.
My hope is that this might inspire others to become involved
in volunteering as well.
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Birr Leisure Centre
Riverside,
Birr, Co. Offaly
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A Lifetime of
Service
The

Tony
McLoughlin

Story
By Michael Donegan

ew people have encapsulated and symbolised the spirit
and character of Birr as Tony McLoughlin has done over
his life!me. He was born in Pound Street in Birr on 31st
of August 1935. Both his grandfather and his great
grandfather had served in the Bri!sh army in India. His
grandfather married there and despite his Nenagh roots,
when he le$ the army he returned home to se#le in Birr.
Tony’s father was born in 1904. He worked in Horan’s
butcher shop in the premises occupied now by Dwyers on
Main Street. He married Eileen Isaacson from Church Street.
Eileen’s father was Jewish and had converted to Catholicism
when he got married. Tony has fond memories of his
parents. Times were very hard and people had very li#le.
The army pension which his grandfather received quarterly
was a valuable addi!on to their meagre income. At
Christmas his grandfather sold poppies for the Bri!sh Legion.
There were lots of ex Bri!sh Army men in town and every
evening the old man would make his way to the Bri!sh
Legion Club behind Green Street for a couple of pints and a
chat about !mes past with his old army comrades.
Tony is especially proud and apprecia!ve of his mother.
During WW2 his father went to England to find work. Due
to the war eﬀort there was a scarcity of labour in Britain. His
father worked there in depots supplying food to the army of
farmworkers who were employed producing agricultural
produce for the popula!on during the war. Tony can vividly
recall his father coming home at Christmas and giving him
presents of a toy gun and a leather football. Everyone in
Fairview and Pound Street played with the ball un!l it came
apart at the seams and finally disintegrated completely.
A$er the war his father remained on in England and worked
on the buildings there un!l 1950. Then he worked on the
outdoor staﬀ of Oﬀaly Co. Co. In his absence Tony’s mother
worked hard to provide for the family. She was a self‐taught
seamstress and an expert kni#er and Tony remembers well

F
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the flu#ering sound of her pedal‐operated Singer sewing
machine as she worked in the kitchen o$en late into the
night. Once he remembers her working at the machine on
Christmas morning pu'ng the final touches to a beau!ful
red dress for someone. She had a reputa!on for high quality
work and she had regular customers such as the Haslam,
Morrow and Gill families. She also planted a garden with all
sorts of vegetables and flowers and even saved turf to
supplement her income. She was a woman of deep charity.
In a !me when people could not aﬀord the full services of an
undertaker she laid out the dead and prepared them for
burial and she was the first one called on by her neighbours
in !mes of sickness or crises.
There was much poverty in Birr in the 30’s and 40’s.
Unemployment was rampant as there were only very limited
opportuni!es locally. Housing standards were poor and
there was li#le welfare support. People in desperate need
went to the Welfare Oﬃcer, Sean Robbins who had an oﬃce
in the old Workhouse. Some!mes the Urban Council took
on a few extra men in a temporary capacity at Christmas but
apart from Birr Shoes, Birr Mineral Water Company or local
shops there was very li#le employment and wages were
very small. One good employer was 'Williams’. They had a
pub and grocery in O’Connell Street, as well as a drapery,
grocery and pub in Castle Street. They operated grain mills
and also had a fuel depot in Castle Street.
In the early 1930s the family moved house. A new scheme
of 28 houses was built in Fairview and they received the key
to No. 7. It was only a stone’s throw from their old home.
The rent was 2/6 per week and a man called Bob Shears
collected it each Friday. Pound Street was a lively place
because of its loca!on on the edge of the Fair Green. Fairs

were held there each week. Farmers would have to walk
their ca#le in from the country and have them there early to
get the best loca!on to put them on show. O$en they came
long distances from places like Roscomroe or Kinni#y. There
was a shelter along the wall of the Courthouse where coﬀee
and tea were sold. The nearby pubs did a busy trade. Sheep
were held in pens on the Green and on Wednesday there
was a special market for pigs.
The local children used the Fair Green as a playground when
the fairs weren’t in opera!on. They played football and
hurling. Pound Street had enough children to field two
teams. They were ‘The Geraldines’ and ‘The Sarsfields’ called
a$er figures from the history lessons taught by The Brothers
in Moorpark Street. Tony has fond memories of his !me in
St Brendan’s P.S. He feels the Presenta!on Brothers did their
best to give an educa!on to the children of the town in hard
!mes. He remembers with fondness a Brother Edwin
Dennehy from Cork as having taught him in 5th and 6th
class.
At the age of thirteen, like most of the children of his age,
Tony finished school and the world of adulthood beckoned.
Soon a$er his fourteenth birthday he found himself working
in the ‘Birr Shoe Factory’ in the old ‘Gorm’ or Workhouse in
Syngefield. He started in the press room where the leather
was shaped and eventually worked in other departments
such as the s!tching room and the finishing room. His wages
were 19 Shillings per week which he handed straight to his
mother on pay day. About a hundred people were employed
there and the standard of workmanship was second to none.
The shoes were mainly for the Irish market although some
were also exported to England. Tony worked there for
sixteen years in all. Sadly the factory closed in 1966. It was
Tony and Mary on their wedding day.
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while he was working there that Tony got his first
experiences represen!ng people and figh!ng for their rights.
He became involved in the Trade Union and would go on to
become a shop steward for the ‘Irish Transport and General
Workers Union’. The working day was eight hours and once
when the factory management tried to compel the workers
to work a half day on Saturdays without any pay Tony held
firm and the measure was quietly dropped. A$er Birr Shoe
factory closed Tony got a job in The Moque#e factory in
1966. This was a factory, since closed, also located in
Syngefield, which produced very high quality material for
seat covers on trains and buses and planes.
There was a fairly good social life in Birr with ‘prac!ce’
dances in the Oxmantown Hall. There was great ac!vity in
the C.Y.M.S. and young men played cards, snooker and
billiards there. There was also a Girl’s Club on John’s Terrace.
When the Marian Hall car park was developed in 1971 the
C.Y.M.S. hall was demolished although the old Bri!sh Legion
Club survived and became Birr Social Club. Tony got married
in 1961 to Mary Harte from Main Street. He was a keen
tennis player and had met her at a dance in the Wilmer
Tennis Club where he had won the Championship several
years in a row. He was a skilful hand‐baller and played with
some Birr greats like Pat and Eamon Sheeran, Des Dillon,
Paddy Murray and Jody Coughlan. The handball alley in the
Fair Green was a busy place always with players queuing up
to take their place on the court and playing noisy games of
pitch and toss on the side. Tony also played golf and on one
memorable occasion, as a novice golfer, recorded one of the
best scores for a single round over Birr golf course.
By 1969 Tony had made another career change. This !me it
was to work with the E.S.B. as a general worker. He was
involved in pu'ng up poles and cables and extending and
maintaining the ever‐growing supply network. Ini!ally based
in the Athlone area his crew was subsequently transferred to
the Roscrea area and covered places as far away as Cashel or
Kilkenny. The work was physically demanding especially in
the early years when poles and cables were erected without
the aid of machines. He re!red from the E.S.B. in 2000.
Tony is a ‘People’s Man’ and has always had an interest in
people and their welfare. His union ac!vity had given him a
keen sense of defending the rights of workers and their
dependents so it was natural that he would find his way into
poli!cs. The list of clubs and organiza!ons in which he had
been ac!ve is diﬃcult to accurately tally. In his day he has
been a member of and acted as an oﬃcial of organiza!ons
such as the Handball Club, the Wilmer Tennis Club, the
Bri!sh Legion, the C.Y.M.S. the G.A.A. and Highfield United
Soccer Club where he acted as manager. He represented
Oﬀaly in Table Tennis and coached Helena Gormely and
Rosena and Eleanor Hannify to win an All‐Ireland Youth Club
championship. He stewarded at G.A.A matches as a
volunteer all over Ireland and on one occasion narrowly
avoided serious injury in a crowd stampede while
stewarding in Croke Park. He has been a member of the
Local Policing Board, Birr Review Commi#ee, the
Neighbourhood Watch Commi#ee, the Management Board
of St. Brendan’s Community School, the Parish Council, the
Marian Hall Commi#ee, Oﬀaly Voca!onal Educa!on
Commi#ee and of course his beloved Tidy Towns
Commi#ee. Up to a few months ago he was regularly to be
seen day and night accompanied by his dogs, out picking up

li#er and scraping chewing gum from the paths with a
special tool designed by himself.
It is a mark of his commitment and also the esteem in which
he is held, that in 1994 he headed the poll on his elec!on to
Birr U.D.C. and repeated that feat in 1999, 2004 and 2009. In
2004 and 2009 he also served terms on Oﬀaly Co. Co. and
con!nued to serve with dis!nc!on un!l his re!rement due
to ill health in 2014. When the late Fr. Kelly le$ Birr he
bequeathed his bike to Tony and he has used it in all his
campaigns to travel out and make contact with the people.
Tony’s philosophy has always been one of trying to
represent people fairly with openness and transparency. He
believes in being honest and realis!c with people. He feels
it was a great mistake to close down the Urban District
Councils. He always represented his cons!tuents in an
independent capacity and feels that the way the
chairmanship of Birr. U.D.C. was rotated rather than decided
by party poli!cs was a very good idea and meant that all the
members were united for the good of the town. Now
decisions are centralised in Tullamore and local voices are
not heard like they were in the past. There are fewer
workers to cater for local needs and cutbacks are aﬀec!ng
the local environment. The recent controversy over the
neglect of Clonoghill graveyard is a case in point. He is very
proud of the role taken by Birr Tidy Towns and local Fás and
Tús workers in figh!ng and working so hard to improve the
visual aspect of the town. Tony would like to pay special
tribute to men like Whi#en Haslam, Mick Loughnane and
Jim Dooley for the great eﬀorts they made to bring
employment to the town in !mes when work was very
scarce.
Lately, Tony has suﬀered a few setbacks health‐wise but
being the fighter that he is he has refused to lie down and is
making a good recovery. He is surrounded by the care and
support of his beloved wife Mary and his sons, John, Stephen
and Joe and his daughters, Dolores, Anne, Patricia and
Maureen. He is very proud of them all and takes great
delight in his 21 grandchildren. He has seen great changes in
Birr since those childhood days living in Pound Street. The
poverty of the early thir!es and for!es is no more. People
have more to eat and are be#er dressed. They are be#er
educated. T.B. is no longer the scourge of the day. There is
more employment and aﬄuence and there are supports
available from the state and from fabulous organiza!ons like
the V.D.P. Yet there are many downsides also. There are s!ll
people in need. Housing is a problem. There is a rapidly
growing drug situa!on with a knock on eﬀect on crime
levels. Vandalism is widespread. Respect for authority has
been eroded. There is a lack of control, the social fabric has
been damaged and the family unit is under stress. But Tony
McLoughlin is a posi!ve, op!mis!c man. He believes that
there is much good in people and that there are more
posi!ve people than nega!ve people. He believes that the
good outweighs the bad and many people are willing to
serve others to try and make the world a be#er place and in
a life!me of service to others he has worked hard to honour
those beliefs. As he now takes a well‐earned rest from his
many projects and campaigns it is certain that his record of
service to his fellow ci!zens will stand as an example to all
who would aspire to public service for genera!ons to come.
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crimes: "A man is vanished from Scotland for a great crime,
from England for a small one, and from Ireland, for hardly
no crime at all."
Prior to her Birr visit Heather was fortunate to find an
account of her ancestors’ trial at ‘Parsonstown’ Quarter
Sessions of April 1849. ‘The King’s County Chronicle’ of 11th
April 1849 reported that two of Judith’s sons were working
for the Earl of Rosse. They were suspected of stealing two
sheep from the Earl’s estate at Mt. Palmer. When Constable
John White visited the Fletcher household in Crinkill to
inves!gate the the$ of the sheep, he discovered the damask
cloth. There was also 30 pounds of mu#on and 10 pounds of
wool present but the origin of the mu#on could not be
established.
The case was made in court that the cloth was stolen from
Lord Rosse’s flower garden where it was spread on to grass
to bleach stains from it. There was an allega!on that Ellen
who delivered her brother’s meals to the Demesne daily,
walked down the carriage drive close to the flower garden.
Mrs Fletcher claimed the cloth was le$ in the house by a
lodger, whom she had not seen since that day. The Earl’s
crest had been cut from the corner of the cloth when the
constable discovered it. The jury convicted without leaving
the box and the judge ruled as stated.
A$er the ordeal of the journey Judith was returned from
Australia as she was considered too old at 61 years of age.

The Prison Ship Phoebe Dunbar

uring the summer the Great‐Great Granddaughter of
a transported convict from Birr completed a circle and
returned from Australia to visit the courthouse where
the original journey began. On Monday June 19th Brian
Kennedy, President of Birr Historical Society, had the
pleasure of mee!ng Australian visitor Heather McLoughlin.
The story of Heather’s family is a fascina!ng one.

D

From Birr to
Van Diemen’s Land
On the 4th April 1849, at the Quarter Sessions in Birr Court,
her great‐great grandmother Judith Fletcher and her great
grandmother Ellen were sentenced to seven years
transporta!on to Van Diemen’s Land. Their crime was the
the$ of a damask table‐cloth, the property of William Earl
of Rosse. The value of the table‐cloth was £10.
Van Diemen's Land was the original name for the island of
Tasmania, now part of Australia. In those years convicts, not
only from Ireland but also England Scotland and Wales were
regularly transported to penal colonies. Van Diemen's Land
was the primary penal colony in Australia.
Male convicts served their sentences as assigned labour to
free se#lers or in gangs assigned to public works. Female
convicts were assigned as servants in free se#ler households
or sent to a female factory (women's workhouse prison).
Convicts comple!ng their sentences or earning their !cket‐
of‐leave o$en le$ Van Diemen's Land and se#led in
Australia.Between 1791 and 1853 approximately 26,500
Irish people were transported, many for trivial oﬀences. The
last ship to carry convicts direct from Ireland to Australia was
the Phoebe Dunbar, which sailed from Kingstown (now
known as Dun Laoghaire) and arrived in Australia on August
30, 1853. The voyage usually took about four months,
some!mes longer, depending on weather.
One observer at the !me noted the diﬀerence between the
na!onali!es transported. The Sco'sh were considered the
worst and Irish the best in Van Diemen's Land. This was
because English law in Ireland was more severe for minor

by Brian Kennedy

Her daughter Ellen served her sentence and a$erwards
remained and married. As it happened the family prospered
and Heather’s father was an elected Labour Party Member
of Tasmania’s legislature. He rose up to the oﬃce of Minister
for Policing.
On her visit Brian escorted Heather around Birr. She was
par!cularly touched to visit St. Brendan’s Church where her
ancestors worshiped and view the original bap!smal font in
the grounds. She also photographed the former Courthouse
where her rela!ves were convicted and spent !me in its
Bridewell. The visit was the culmina!on of many years of
family research by the former school psychologist.

Heather McLoughlin pictured with Brian Kennedy in The
County Arms Hotel, during her visit to Birr.
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David (le&) & Kieran

Associa"on of Irish Musical
Socie"es Summer School

Firstly the staﬀ working at Ursuline Secondary School for the
week. The food was tremendous every day, the facili!es
were in top shape and they were so friendly. Secondly we
would like to thank the extremely talented Peter Kennedy,
and Mary Rose McNally. They are definitely two of the most
amazing people we have worked with. Finally we want to
give the biggest thank you to Birr Stage Guild. Without them
this opportunity would not have come for us and it was
without a doubt an experience of a life!me. We would like
to recommend to any young person who has an interest in
Musical Theatre to a#end this camp as you learn so much
and have a great chance not only to express your talent but
to have fun.We really can’t describe the whole journey but
all we will say is that we hope to a#end the camp for several
more years to come!

By Kieran Riley and David Ryan
his summer Birr Stage Guild gave us the opportunity
to a#end the Associa!on of Irish Musical Socie!es
(AIMS) residen!al 5‐day summer school in the Ursuline
Secondary School in Thurles. We have both been members
of Birr Stage Guild since we were in sixth class and have been
in their produc!ons of ‘Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat’ and ‘Oliver’. By being involved these shows we
have gained a huge love for musicals. Our passion for
musicals was no!ced by Birr Stage Guild and that developed
into them sending us to Thurles for a week jammed packed
with singing, ac!ng, dancing and such amazing learning
opportuni!es. The AIMS summer school is basically a
summer camp for young people aged 13‐18 who enjoy
singing, ac!ng and dancing. You have the chance to do all of
these things with a professional director, musical director
and choreographer.
When we first arrived in Thurles it was quite daun!ng as we
did not know anybody a#ending this camp. But on that first
night we instantly made friends, many of whom we are in
regular contact with today. The first night involved a lot of
ac!vi!es expressing our abili!es whilst ge'ng to know one
another. Our days took on a regular shape. Firstly we got up
and got breakfast and then took part in singing workshops
with the tremendous Mary Rose McNally. Following that we
worked on our ac!ng and dancing skills with the talented
Peter Kennedy. Lunch was followed by more singing. Each
evening we would finalise a sketch or dance, or whatever
we had been working on with Peter and we would perform
it. It was amazing to be given the freedom to come up with
your own ideas for these things. Every night would finish
with us being able to go up and maybe sing a song, do a
dance, perform a monologue and even on one occasion
perform magic tricks. These performances ranged from a
sing‐a‐long song to a very emo!onal performance of a
classical musical number. It was very evident that we were
there with some of the most talented young people in
Ireland. All the work we did throughout the week was then
showcased with a show on stage for parents and friends on
the last night of the camp. It was easy to see that the
audience were amazed and so proud of their youngsters and
friends. We feel we have really gained a lot from this
experience and there were several people who made it
possible.
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The

Kennedys’
Come To Town
by Des Kennedy
njoying a chat over 'a cup of tea' with friends is such a
regular Irish trait as to make it rou!nely unremarkable.
In the case of my family however ‐ the Kennedys of Birr‐
that age‐old and simple custom had great significance.
My father Walter (Wally) was born in Co. Clare and from a
young age was raised in Ashford Co. Wicklow while my
mother Edith was a na!ve of Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin. Her
father was an insurance broker and Mum was prominent
member of the Agnes Baden‐Powell Girl Guild in Dun
Laoghaire. She was also a member of the Dun Laoghaire
cycling club and made many trips around Ireland and
overseas including Switzerland in 1933.
Dad's family had a Bed & Breakfast and tea rooms called St.
Jude's in Ashford. Dad joined the priesthood with the Society
of African Missions (SMA), and used to wait on tables in full
clerical garb when at home. On one such occasion, my
mother who had been cycling from Dun Laoghaire to the
Usher Gardens in Ashford with a troupe of girl guides
stopped oﬀ for 'a cup of tea' at Kennedy's Tea Rooms. She
struck up a friendship with Dad, so much so that a 'chance
mee!ng' became a regular occurrence. They once walked
up to the Devils Glen in Ashford, with Dad in his cleric
cassock with white roman collar. On one of these walks, they
carved their names on a tree, something I was shown many
years later in the 1970's, s!ll visible and intact. To cut a long
story short Dad le$ the priesthood training with a year to
ordina!on and married Mum in Monkstown Catholic
Church, Co. Dublin, so that chance 'cup of tea' had a lot to
answer for!
The young couple moved to England during the years of the
World War II, with Mum working in a muni!ons factory and
Dad teaching in Leicester. Upon moving back to Dun
Laoghaire, Dad could not get a teaching post, and was
referred to as a 'spoiled Priest' during those !mes. The only
job available to him was as a Bus Conductor with Coras
Iompair Eireann (CIE) on the Dublin to Kilcormac route. The
route was extended to Birr in 1947, establishing the first bus
route connec!ng Dublin to Birr. The first bus driver was Mr
Bill Weldon and the first conductor was Dad. Sadly, Mr
Weldon was killed while driving the bus in a head on collision
with a truck in Clane, Co. Kildare circa 1950. Mr Kit Lynch,
was appointed to the posi!on of as Dad's new driver, sadly
Mr Lynch died in a drowning accident in 1958. Mr Tom
Kinsella was then appointed as Dad's driver. When the 'One
Man Bus' was introduced in the early 1960’s, Dad took up a
posi!on with the polio Fellowship of Ireland. Once se#led in
the Midlands, they got on with married life and had II

E

The Kennedy Clan
Back Row (L to R): Des, Seán, Michael , Gerry, Declan.
Front: Edith, Marie, Jacqueline, Eleanor.

children: Marie, Tommy (died in 1964 aged 20), Des (myself),
Eleanor, Jacqueline, Declan {Walter Jnr}, Michael, Patrick
(died in 1958 aged 6), Sean, Ger, and Edith (Edie).
I was born in Kilcormac in 1946 and we moved a year later
to Birr, where my family would plant its roots. The family
lived firstly in High Street, then moved to The Crescent and
then later to Woodlands Drive.
I a#ended the Presenta!on Brothers Na!onal School and
fondly remember a great brother, Bro. Nilus, a lovely man
who had a lovely smile and exuded great calmness. My
secondary school was at the Presenta!on College in Emmet
Street, where Bro. Liam, Mr Paul Glennon and Mr Jimmy
O'Neill were great influences. Also, other great influences
who helped to shape my life, were Sheila and Paddy
O'Callaghan, as well as St Brendan's Church Organist Ms
Annie Noonan, and Musical Director, Mr Gerry Dolan. In
school, at the age of twelve, I was a member of the Dessie
Shields 'gang' which had fearsome rivals in the Gene and
Frank Barry ou+it. We designed and made our own sling
shots and bows with the primary aim of raiding the Barry
Gang hideout for their floor covering sacks, and apples that
they borrowed from over the wall of the of the Church of
Ireland Rectory orchard in Glebe Street. I also remember
marching up the Main Street behind our natural leader Tony
Hayden singing 'Many Young Men of Twenty.' The Barry
gang were not alone in raiding orchards, a few years earlier
in Na!onal School I got a summer job picking fruit for Lord
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Rosse, in the Castle Gardens. Many years later when
mee!ng the new Lord Rosse at an event in Cork, I confessed
I had eaten twice as many strawberries as I picked.
People may not realise it but Birr was and remains a great
centre for culture and my youth was spent involved with
groups that helped s!tch the tapestry of my childhood. I was
an altar boy, choir boy, na!onal school boys band member,
member of the Legion of Mary, St Vincent de Paul, the GAA,
the Birr Stage Guild, and I also par!cipated with the great
cultural guardians Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann, headed by
Mr. Paddy Duﬀy and Rince na hEireann headed by Ms. Phyl
Windsor. I was fortunate enough to win a gold, silver and
bronze All‐Ireland Irish dancing medals with the Birr Troupe
of Irish Dancers taught by the talented registered teacher
Ms Phyl Windsor. We were always confident and very
professional at all Feiseanna, so much so that we were
invited by RTE to take part in a TV Produc!on in 1966
appearing with Seamus Ennis, to mark the 50th Anniversary
of the 1916 Rising.
My Dad's dalliance with the priesthood obviously rubbed oﬀ
on the family as my brothers, Tommy (RIP), Michael and Ger,
joined the priesthood and Declan joined the Presenta!on
Brothers in Cork. I however embarked on a diﬀerent career
altogether, in 1963 in my final year at Presenta!on College,
I was oﬀered a posi!on in Keele's Shoe Company, Birr to
study and train to become a shoe designer. My tutor was Mr
E. V. G. Ledger from the Bri!sh Boot and Shoe Ins!tute. In
1965, I moved to Dubarry Shoe Company in Ballinasloe, and
joined their design team. Now the big world was at my feet,
further study and training with the Norvic Shoe Company,
Northampton, UK, gave me the opportunity to travel to
trade fairs and tanneries in Milan, Monteca!ni, Florence,
Paris and Dusseldorf every March and September.
In 1968, I moved to Cork to the Lee Footwear Company, to
join their design team, and was promoted to Chief Designer

in 1970. I spent 8 years with the company, and at its peak we
were manufacturing 15,000 pairs of shoes per week, that is
3,000 pairs per day!! An amazing sta!s!c when I think of it
now.
In 1975 I moved to London and set up Kennedy & Associates
Design Consultants working with the fashion houses of
London, Milan and Verona. A great experience, great
memories and a fantas!c network within the footwear
design world. In 1984 I returned to Ireland and set up a shoe
company in Cork making Irish Dance Shoes as well as
orthopaedic and prosthe!c footwear. I started
manufacturing Irish Dance Shoes as a training programme
for handmade designed engineered prosthe!c and
orthopaedic footwear. We made and supplied the shoes for
the dancers of Riverdance and Lord of the Dance.
In 1993 my Mum phoned me to say that she needed a new
pair of shoes as she and Dad were invited to a#end a Civic
Recep!on in the Town Hall for the American Ambassador
Jean Kennedy Smith, on her oﬃcial visit to Birr. Dad was ill
and as I was unable to a#end I suggested that Marie my
sister should accompany her. So, on the day, Mum and
Marie were in a#endance when the Ambassador opened
her address by welcoming her cousins to the recep!on. The
following morning the Ambassador arrived at the house and
gave Mum a bouquet of flowers, had 'a cup of tea' and spent
the morning with Dad. In early 1994, Ethel Kennedy (widow
of Robert Kennedy) called into Mum and Dad to have a chat
over 'a cup of tea' in that rou!nely unremarkable Irish way.
In 1998 I had switched the focus fully to orthopaedic and
prosthe!c footwear. Today with a unique team of trained
footwear technicians the future is bright for the next
genera!on. Sadly none of the Kennedy siblings se#led in
Birr. I get back to Birr as o$en as I can and every !me I do so,
I say, 'I'm going home to Birr'. When I park the car and my
feet touch the ground, I know 'm home. Thanks Birr.

Ber Owens (right) District Jus"ce pictured with Chief Jus"ce Susan Denham (centre)
and President of the District Court, Rosemary Horgan.

Congratula!ons to Birr solicitor, Bernade#e Owens on her appointment as a District Court Judge. Bernade#e, a na!ve of
Tullamore, originally completed her training appren!ceship with Thomas W. Enright Solicitors in Birr. Following her
admission as a solicitor in 1984 she gained extensive experience with a law firm in Clonmel where she worked for a number
of years. In 1991 Bernade#e returned to Birr where she established her own legal prac!ce.
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270TH ANNIVERSARY OF
FREEMASONRY IN BIRR
By Eric Sheppard

2017 marks the 270th anniversary of the establishment of
St. Brendan’s Lodge No. 163, as the local Freemason’s Lodge
is known. In this ar!cle I will take a look at the origins of
Freemasonry in Ireland, with par!cular reference to Birr’s
historic lodge.
Inaugurated in Dooly’s Hotel in 1747 the Freemasons were
among those assembled that year to mark the occasion of
the erec!on of the Cumberland Column, in Emmet Square.
Ever since they have had a con!nuous existence in Birr.
About Freemasonry:
Freemasonry is a social ins!tu!on, which can be found
across the globe. It is one of the world’s oldest tradi!onal
and fraternal organisa!ons. Its main focus is the prac!ce of
brotherly love between its members, the propaga!on of
charitable relief to those in need and the preserva!on of old
tradi!ons and customs in a private se'ng.
What is Freemasonry?
It is commonly believed that the Masonic fraternity evolved
out of a guild of stonemasons da!ng from the middle ages.
As the centuries passed, many people in society became
members of those Masonic guilds and by the early
enlightenment era, Freemasonry had become a purely social
and fraternal ins!tu!on, which preserved the tradi!ons and
prac!ces of those original guilds.
Despite common opinion, Freemasonry is not a poli!cal or
religious organisa!on. In fact those two topics are not to be
discussed at any Masonic mee!ng. Freemasonry enables
men from diﬀerent parts of society to meet together as
equals, regardless of religious background, poli!cal leaning,
class or any other social category.
Freemasons meet together in individual units called Lodges.
Lodge mee!ngs are fundamentally private assemblies where
the business of a Lodge takes place. While there are
tradi!ons and formali!es within Freemasonry, much of a
Lodge mee!ng is taken up with simple business such as
minutes, correspondence and other items that would usually
be found on the agenda of any Commi#ee.
Freemasonry in Ireland:
The Grand Lodge of Ireland is the second oldest Grand Lodge
of Freemasons in the world, and the oldest in con!nuous
existence. Since no specific record of its founda!on exists,
1725 is the year celebrated in Grand Lodge anniversaries, as
the oldest reference to the Grand Lodge of Ireland comes
from the Dublin Weekly Journal of 26 June 1725. This
describes a mee!ng of the Grand Lodge to install the new
Grand Master, The 1st Earl of Rosse, on 24 June of that year.
Richard Parsons, 1st Earl of Rosse was born at Twickenham,

Middlesex, the son of Richard Parsons, 1st Viscount Rosse
and Elizabeth Hamilton, niece of Sarah Jennings Duchess of
Marlborough. He was advanced to the Earldom of Rosse on
16 June 1718. His family had se#led at New Ross Co.
Wexford at the beginning of the 17th century. It should be
noted that the current Parsons family of Birr Castle are not
his direct descendants.
In 1725, he was elected the Grandmaster of the Grand Lodge
of Ireland, a post he held for the next six years. All oﬃcial
records of the Grand Lodge of Ireland prior to 1760, and all
minute books prior to 1780, have been lost. While Rosse is
the first recorded Grand Master of Ireland, the belief that
he was Grand Master in 1723 and again in 1730 is from
newspaper accounts of the day. The Grand Lodge of Ireland
is based in Molesworth Street on the site of the Earl’s Dublin
house.
St Brendan’s Lodge No. 163, Birr:
St Brendan’s Lodge has a long and proud history, beginning
on the 17th July 1747 when Warrant No 163 was issued to
William Macoun, Thomas Netherco# and James Armstrong
to hold a Lodge in the town of Birr in the Kings County of
Ireland.
The early minutes for the period 1747‐1775 have not
survived, although we do have details of Lodge membership
during this period from Grand Lodge records. The Lodge
worked up to 1797, when mee!ngs were suspended as a
result of the disturbed state of the country at that !me
which led to the Rebellion in 1798. Mee!ngs were finally
resumed in 1801, a$er the rebellion and its a$ermath had
somewhat abated.
The Irish Famine of 1823 caused unrest, in which some
lodges became centres of Republican ac!vity, and Irish
Freemasonry was briefly outlawed by the Government un!l
1825. The Grand Lodge of Ireland instructed all Lodges to
suspend their mee!ngs as a consequence of the new
legisla!on passed to deal with secret and subversive
socie!es. Grand Lodge, in the first few months of 1823
issued a dra$ pe!!on, which each Lodge in the Cons!tu!on
signed and returned to Dublin, to be sent on to the
Government in Dublin Castle. This dispensa!on was granted
later by the Government in 1823, allowing Masonic Lodges
to resume mee!ngs, provided that each Lodge Secretary
made annual returns containing names and addresses of
members to their local Jus!ces of the Peace.
The presence of a military barracks at Crinkill outside Birr
provided an abundant source of candidates for St Brendan’s
Lodge. Records for the 24th June 1807 show that the Master
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of Birr Lodge, a Captain Hartly proceeded by the band of The
Carlow Regiment, the Reverend Brothers Gra#on and
Downes, a#ended by the Lodge Oﬃcers, Knight Templars,
Knights of Malta, Royal Arch Masons, Masters and other
Freemasons marched in solemn procession from the Lodge
Room to the old Church, where a Masonic service was held.
The Reverend Brother Gra#an preached a most eloquent
and suitable sermon. At the end of the service the Brethren
returned to the Lodge room where Brothers Colonel La
Touche, Major Cornwall and Capt Purdy presented a
memorial to the Brethren of 163, seeking their support for
the forma!on of a new Lodge, to be held in the Carlow
Regiment. With the support of St Brendan’s Lodge, and in
the fullness of !me the Carlow Regiment did indeed receive
Warrant No 903 from the Grand Lodge of Ireland.
Famous Irish Freemasons have included Arthur Wellesley,
the 1st Duke of Wellington; Daniel O’Connell ‘The Liberator’;
Thomas Barnardo, founder of the Children’s' Charity
'Barnardos'; Oscar Wilde; Sir Ernest Shackleton the Antarc!c
Explorer; and William Joseph Dunlop, Motor Cycle legend.
The Building:
The Masonic Hall in Birr was formerly a Quaker Mee!ng
House and was built in 1858. The 1747 over the door in fact
refers to the founda!on of St Brendan’s Masonic Lodge.
Quakers had been in Birr from around 1698, but in the early
1900s falling numbers were to lead to the closure of the
Mee!ng.
Around this period, St Brendan’s Lodge seems to have
moved quite frequently. Amongst its venues were William
Irwin’s of Church Lane, Brother James Cummings House, Mrs
Dooley’s House, Brother Fallon’s Lodge Room, Brother
Ridler’s House and George Dooley’s House. The problem of
suitable accommoda!on reappeared for many years right

up to 1911, at which point the Lodge was ren!ng premises
in William Street. The Lodge began the process of finding
permanent accommoda!on. Nego!a!ons with the Religious
Society of Friends or Quakers, to buy their Mee!ng House
commenced in 1912 and were completed in late 1913, the
Lodge paying the legal expenses of the Society of Friends
and leaving them with a clear purchase price of £50. An
appeal was launched across the Irish Cons!tu!on in 1914 to
assist in the building and renova!on costs. Contribu!ons
from Lodge members and other Irish Masons along with an
overdra$ facility at the bank of £400 helped meet the
builders costs of £591. The new Lodge room was duly
completed and a dedica!on ceremony took place in late
1915.
Further informa"on:
The Grand Lodge building in Molesworth Street has an
excellent museum, which gives an outline of the history of
the Masonic Fraternity in Ireland, along with informa!on on
some famous personali!es in Irish Masonic history and
displays an excep!onally wide variety of artefacts such as
items of regalia and historic documents. The Grand Lodge
Museum is open to the public Monday to Friday and is
typically open on Saturdays also when the building is in use.
There is no charge for access.
Public tours of Freemasons’ Hall are available at 2.30pm
Monday to Friday during the months of June, July and
August. There is a charge of €2 per person.
Outside of those !mes, anyone is welcome to book a private
tour of Freemasons’ Hall by contac!ng a member of Grand
Lodge Staﬀ.
The Grand Lodge of Ireland has a website:
www.freemason.ie and their email address is
oﬃce@freemason.ie
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Shane Delahunt
Part In

Plays

Connacht Success Story

or so many years rugby was the preserve of the big city
clubs and the top rugby schools and only a few players
emerged from outside these spheres to make their
names at the top level. But over the last number of years
that trend has begun to change and more and more
players are beginning to emerge from what would
have been regarded as GAA strongholds in years
gone by.
Birr is certainly punching well above its weight at
the current !me and three players who came
through the underage ranks are currently on the
books of three of the Irish provinces, Peter Dooley
at Leinster, Jack Regan who joined Ulster this
season, and Shane Delahunt at Connacht.
Twenty three year old Shane is now in his
fourth season with the western
province and was part of the squad
which shocked the rugby world by
winning the Pro12 !tle in 2016.
The Killeen man is enjoying his
rugby and is looking forward to
taking his career to the next
level.
It all began to Shane at Birr
Rugby club, con!nued at
Kilkenny College and through
the underage ranks with
Leinster and Ireland before he
got his break with Connacht.
There wasn’t a huge rugby
background in his family. ‘My father
played a small bit with Birr but more social
rugby. My brother Jack (20) plays with
Buccaneers, and is star!ng to play senior
this year, he went to Kilkenny as well. My father hurled a bit
with Oﬀaly underage and my mother did a lot of athle!cs
and cross country.’
Shane recalled that he began when he was about six years of
age. ‘Des Corcoran was involved in the Birr Club and he told
my father to bring me in one day and I went in and started.
My first coach was Paul Kelly and that was my first
introduc!on to rugby. He started me on the wing but as I
got older and grew, I graduated to the front row a$er a
while.
‘When I was in school I would have played in the back row
and the front row and would have swopped around a good
bit, depending on injuries, but I was mostly in the front row,
myself and Peter Dooley and Cathal Hogan, we were in front
row underage for years.’

They were good years for underage rugby in Birr. ‘We won
a good few Midland Leagues, Community Games All‐Irelands
– Birr won two altogether and I won one of those – we had
good team. We had good coaches back then. I learned most
of my skills from Gerry Dooley. We had great success
those years.’
Shane had great praise for the work being done at
underage level in Birr that has seen the likes of
himself, Peter Dooley and Jack Regan progress to
the level they are at while others like Michael
Milne are doing well also.
‘Birr is pushing through players at a rate of knots
at the moment. The club is doing great work, the
underage structures are in place and for a small
place they are doing savage work.
Hopefully more lads will come
through. Hopefully they will see
what we are doing and try to
emulate it and take up rugby. It
does make a diﬀerence when
you see a player from your
own area playing on TV. When
I was growing up there wasn’t
really anyone around playing
at a high level.’
It wasn’t all rugby and Shane
played a lot of hurling when
he was younger as well. ‘I
played county up un!l under
14 level but I had to give it up at
that stage as I wasn’t really able to
do both. I played with CRC Gaels and
played a bit of club a$er that but it was
a case on concentra!ng on the one at
that stage.’
Shane went to Kilkenny College in 2006 and over the next
six years played his rugby there. He arrived at a good !me as
the year he was in was a par!cularly good year from a rugby
point of view.
‘Our year was probably the best year they had in a good few
years. I was captain the whole way up from first year to sixth
year. We won the league when I was in sixth year and we
got to the semi‐final of the Senior Cup, which was very rare
for a small school like Kilkenny. We had some very good
players in our year.
‘It was rugby basically 24/7. When you went back to the
dorms in the evening !me it was all talk about rugby. We
came home at the weekends but during the week all we did
was train and talk about rugby.’
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Kilkenny lost narrowly to St Michael’s in the 2012 semi‐final
by 13‐3 and that Michael’s side had a good few players who
went on to become interna!onals, Dan Leavy and Rory
O’Loughlin among them.
A$er finishing in Kilkenny, Shane got a sports scholarship to
UCD. ‘I did two years in College there and played one year
with UCD and spent the second year in Lansdowne a$er
that. There was massive compe!!on for hooker at UCD so I
joined Lansdowne.’
It was around that !me that Shane moved posi!on in the
front row. He had played prop up to under 19 level and then
converted to hooker and he admi#ed it was tough for a
while but lucky enough for him it has worked out.
Shane played with Leinster the whole way up the ranks,
schools, U‐19 and U‐20s and the same with Ireland – schools,
U‐19s and U‐20s
‘I captained Leinster U‐19 and would have played on that
team with Peter Dooley, I would have played !ght head and
he would have played loose head. We played under 20s
together for a while as well. We have come up against each
other once or twice since at inter provincial level, which is
funny enough. We hurled together at underage for the
county as well,’ he recalled.
Shane’s connec!on with Connacht came through Nigel
Carolan. He had been Irish U‐19 coach when Shane played at
that level and he was involved in the Connacht Academy at
that !me. ‘Because I had converted to hooker, Leinster
thought it was too much of a gamble to take me on so I rang
up couple of provinces to see if they were interested. I rang
Nigel and he was posi!ve enough and I went down on a
three month trial in 2014 and before the three month trial
was up I played against Clermont Auvergne in a pre‐season
game and things went pre#y well that day. There were a few
injuries to hookers at the !me so I ended up playing against
Glasgow and Cardiﬀ in the Pro12 and started against Treviso.
In the space of three or four months everything changed
completely from where you were thinking you had nothing
to ge'ng a contract. I was lucky to get the break at the right
!me but you need that bit of luck,’ Shane said.
Pat Lam was Connacht coach at that !me and Shane said it
was a bit of a chance for him as well but he said Pat backed
him. ‘They were stuck at the !me, there were only a few of
us fit so he threw me in and I did alright and he backed me
the whole way through. The way he wanted the game
played was diﬀerent for me, I had never experienced that
kind of professionalism before. It was all new to me but he
made it easy to come in there, he made things very simple
for you.’
The 2015/16 was a memorable one for Connacht which
ended with them winning the first senior trophy in their
history when bea!ng Leinster in the Pro12 final in
Edinburgh. Shane said it was amazing to be involved in that
season and it was a memorable experience.
‘It is amazing what a bit of momentum can do. We were
winning all those !ght games, lads were enjoying it and they
were playing good rugby plus we had very few injuries to
key players. Winning those games down in Munster, Leinster
and Glasgow at home, they were all !ght games, so to be
involved in those three games was pre#y unreal,’ he said.
He said there were a couple of standout highlights from that
season. The main one he said was ‘probably that Munster
away game where I started. We hadn’t won down there in

years and the way we won was pre#y good with Bundee
Aki’s try in the corner late on. That was a big game and those
games help build momentum.’
He said his other highlight from the season was a trip to
Russia in the European Challenge Cup. ‘It was minus 30 when
we played and then we nearly didn’t get home. There was a
problem with the plane and we had to stay on and then our
visas expired but it was all a bit of fun and experiences like
that helped massively to build team spirit,’ he recalled.
To be led by a captain like John Muldoon was also a bonus.
Shane said it was phenomenal that John had played over 300
games for the province – ‘it will never happen again. Every
day he goes out and every day in training he gives 100%.’
Playing in front of the home at the Sportsground in Galway
is another great experience. ‘The crowd is unbelievable. You
love coming out there. When the rain is coming straight
across the pitch it is not a great place to be but the crowd are
worth another man to you, it is a great spot to play and there
are some unique characters there.’
Connacht have a new coach this season in Kieran Keane and
Shane says he is diﬀerent to Pat Lam. ‘He is more old school.
He is not very pa#ern orientated, he wants lads to play on
the front foot, he likes that freedom and expects good
players to make good decisions, so it is diﬀerent from the
way we were used to. It’s good. He doesn’t shy away from
telling you what he thinks, which is good too, all you want is
honesty.’
Another change this year is that the Pro12 has become the
Pro14 with the introduc!on of two South African teams and
Shane thinks their introduc!on is good for the compe!!on.
‘South African teams play a diﬀerent brand of rugby. They
will be good quality a$er Christmas. It will take !me to bed
in with travel and stuﬀ but it will be good. Hopefully it will
bring more viewership and more money into the game. I
think we go there in March so we might get a good trip out
of it.’
When he moved to Connacht Shane joined Buccaneers from
Lansdowne, basically for travel reasons. ‘Whatever weeks
you are not in the squad, you would play there, depending
on how much game !me you have had in recent weeks. If
haven’t played enough rugby, you would play.’
As well as his brother Jack a number of other locals are also
on the books at Buccaneers. ‘Ryan O’Meara and Graham
Lynch are down there as well, we were all on the same
teams growing up.’
During the week Shane says he stays down in Galway a
couple of nights a week ‘but mainly I come home. It’s good
to get out of that rugby bubble and stop thinking about it
every day and do a bit of farming, it helps take your mind oﬀ
things.’
Shane signed a two year deal with Connacht last year and
will be there for this year and next year. Long term he said
he will hopefully stay playing for as long as possible. ‘I would
love to play with Ireland some day, that is the main goal. You
would be trying to improve the whole !me and make
yourself be#er on and oﬀ the pitch. When I re!re hopefully
will come home and take over the farm. A lot of lads don’t
have an end goal a$er rugby, so I’m lucky I have that.’
For the moment though the focus is on Connacht and
hopefully he will line out in that green jersey for many more
years to come and maybe one day will get the chance to
wear the green jersey of Ireland.
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Thirteen Billion
Light Years from Birr

by Derek Fanning

irr could be where the Li#le Green Men are first
discovered. Given the vastness of the cosmos, and the
ever‐increasing pace of scien!fic discovery, many
scien!sts are convinced that is only a ma#er of !me before
we discover the presence of other life forms throughout the
universe.
There are many scien!sts and a lot of technology devoted to
the quest for alien life. It is exci!ng that this quest is now
happening very close to home, because here in Birr a
wonderful new radio telescope, called I‐LOFAR, was
launched during the summer. Astronomers believe that it's
possible that the first messages from alien life forms could
be picked up by the new telescope. I‐LOFAR (which is part of
the greater pan‐European, LOFAR telescope).
Fi$y years ago Irish woman Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell
discovered pulsars, which can be described as the dead relics
of massive stars. The emit beams of electromagne!c
radia!on in the form of radio pulses. She s!ll jokes about
labelling the first pulses on charts as LGM1 and LGM2 ‐ Li#le
Green Man 1 and 2.
It was another Irish person, Professor George Miley, who
came up with the idea of crea!ng the LOFAR telescope.
Professor Miley said he was fascinated with the subject of
alien life since he went to see HG Wells' War of the Worlds
at the age of eight.
A fantas!c documentary exploring all of this and called

"13,000,000,000 Light Years from Birr" was aired on RTE1 in
October. The documentary, according to its presenter,
Jonathan McCrea of Newstalk, told "the inspiring story of
one of the world's most sophis!cated and advanced
telescopes, the LOFAR radio telescope, which arrived in Birr
earlier this year."
The original leviathan telescope features prominently in the
documentary and Professor Peter Gallagher, Head of the
Irish LOFAR Consor!um, gives an excellent descrip!on of
how the leviathan's technology worked. It was the largest
telescope in the world from 1845 to 1917.
I‐LOFAR was oﬃcially turned on in July. "This giant
telescope," Professor Peter Gallagher tells us, "is one of a
network of 51 across Europe, stretching 1,900 kilometres.
That big size makes it possible to see very faint signals in
great detail. We'll see Black Holes, we'll see galaxies merging
together, and we'll see explosions of the sun with be#er
detail than ever before. We're now part of this much bigger
programme looking way back to the Big Bang ‐ that is where
the big discoveries are going to be made. When I was a kid
there were nine planets. Now there's 3,000 that we know
about. We can see planets with strong magne!c fields which
might harbour life."
The Irish Low Frequency Array (I‐LOFAR) is made up of 3,000
antennae and 55 kilometres of wires and cables spread
across an area the size of a football field. It links into a
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€150,000,000 network of 51 sta!ons as far east as Poland
which connect back via high‐speed fibre op!c cable to a
central core in the Netherlands.
Each antenna on the new telescope is configured to within
an accuracy of millimetres and has a capability of picking up
!ny signals of just a few nanometres in length. "Because we
have an array of telescopes all over Europe," commented
Professor Miley. "we have the same clarity of picture as if
there was one big telescope spanning right across the whole
of Europe. LOFAR will look at the first galaxies being formed
and see how that happened. We all come from the Big Bang.
The further we can go back towards that the further we go
back towards our roots."
There was a premiere screening of "13 Billion Light Years
from Birr" in October in Birr Theatre and Arts Centre. During
a Q and A Jonathan McCrea praised Professor Gallagher,
saying he is "one of the great Science communicators." He
added that Midas Produc!ons in Dublin produced the
documentary and they had done a fabulous job. "Midas
were very dedicated to the task and they have produced
cosmic images in the documentary which look spectacular
on the screen. Those images take a long !me to create but
they are worth it, because they capture the epic nature of
the science."
Professor Gallagher told the audience that he was "blown
away away by the epic nature of the images, such as the
solar explosions or the spiral galaxies. Even if you are not
interested in the science you will like the beau!ful images.

Midas have produced cu'ng edge images, which are as
good as the images that any other company would produce,
including NASA. I will be using these beau!ful images during
my lectures to undergraduate students. They will inspire
people."
The documentary also makes an interes!ng link between
Van Gogh's famous spirals in "Starry Night" and the drawings
of the spiral galaxies by the Third Earl of Rosse.
Drones were used to shoot part of the film and the castle
and Birr look fabulous. As a Birr man one cannot but help
feel proud of one's homeplace.
"We first came here ten years ago," Professor Gallagher
recalled, "with the idea of crea!ng a radio telescope and I
loved the site around the sheepshed in Birr Castle. I knew
the field nearby would be ideal for the telescope and the
sheepshed would make a decent centre. Over the years
Lord and Lady Rosse have been so welcoming and
accommoda!ng to us. Their family has made an immense
contribu!on to Irish astronomy and they, through their
massive support for this project, have also made a massive
contribu!on to Irish astronomy". He said the community of
Birr had also been very suppor!ve of the project, including
financial contribu!ons from the Lions Club and local
schoolchildren. "Many of the locals are proud to have such
an important, working telescope in their town once again."
He added that schoolchildren will regularly visit the
telescope on school field trips.

OPENING OF THE
LEINSTER ROOM
IN BIRR
by Tony Hayden

he Leinster Regiment which was based at Crinkle
Barracks Birr over 100 years ago, was
commemorated at Birr Library on August 4th
2017, with the opening of a dedicated Leinster Room.
In a#endance were; Cllr. Peter Ormond, Marcella
Corcoran Kennedy TD, Colonel Peter Walton (Leinster
Regiment Associa!on), Mary Stewart Head Librarian
Oﬀaly County Council, Colonel Rory Radford (Royal
Canadian Army), Tony Hayden Leinster Regiment
Associa!on, Denis Kirby Leinster Regiment Associa!on, Cllr. John Clendennen (Birr
Municipal District) and a great number of interested people from the local community.
The room is filled with commemora!ve items generously donated by the families of these
brave men: War Medals, Uniforms, Books, Photographs and much more. The collec!on
is fortunate to include three shell cases from WW1, including the Ba#le of the Somme.
Another very special item is a handwri#en le#er in pencil from a soldier in the trenches
to his wife, sadly he never returned to his beloved family in Birr. Various artefacts are s!ll
coming in to the collec!on and if you have any medals of memorabilia that you would like
to place on show, they would be gratefully received at Birr Library where they will be
secured in locked cabinets. They can be returned on request.
Entry to the room is open and free of charge during library hours. You will be very
welcome to browse through a special part of Birr's history.
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CRINKILL

By Brian T. Kennedy

‐ AN HISTORIC

he village of Crinkill lies just 2 kilometres south of
Emmet Square. It is a loca!on that will be forever
associated with the large military barracks that existed
there between 1815 and 1922. Even the names Barrack St.,
Military Rd., Leinster Villas and Cemetery Rd. (military
cemetery) all reflect a military past.
This historic military associa!on owes its origin to the Bri!sh
fear of a French invasion of Britain through Ireland following
the 1798 Rebellion and Napoleonic Wars. The massive
barracks in Crinkill was part of a response to this threat, as
were the Martello towers at Banagher and for!fica!ons at
Shannon Bridge.
Built by Bernard Mullins between 1809 and 1812 the
complex was finished ahead of !me. Mullins rented it to the
Bri!sh authori!es un!l the contracted comple!on date and
spent the profits on building ‘Ballyeigan House’.
The barracks could accommodate over 1,000 men and a
further 500 under canvas on the 14 acres. It was self‐
suﬃcient with its own gas works, sewage system, school and
band hall/gymnasium.
The 14 acres was a significant space to the west of the
barracks, which includes the present Cribbin Terrace. It was
here that they prac!ced for trench warfare on the western
front during World War 1.
The army had an airfield at the back of the 14 acres, to the
north of the present airfield and it was from here that the ill‐
fated plane flown by Flight Lieutenant Taylor departed on
27th March 1919. While giving a nose diving exhibi!on the
biplane hit a tree and fell through the roof of Major Frend’s,
‘Crinkill House’. His passenger Company Quartermaster
Sergeant Thomas Allen, of the Middlesex Yeomanry died the
next day, in Birr Workhouse Hospital of injuries sustained in
the crash. He is buried in Crinkill Cemetery.
Crinkill is not unused to royalty. H.R.H. Prince Arthur Duke of

VILLAGE

Connaught and Strathem (1850‐1942) visited the barracks
to present regimental colours, on 24 May 1874. Arthur was
7th child of Queen Victoria and reputedly her favourite. A
stone commemora!ng his visit once over the gate into the
14 acres, was rescued by Henry George Farmer and given
into the safe keeping of the 6th Earl of Rosse in the 1960’s.
Crinkill was the depot for the Prince of Wales own Leinster
Regiment from 1881 to 1921. and the regiment is
commemorated with the memorial stone on Barrack St. and
stained‐glass window in St. Brendan’s R.C. Church. Many
descendants of soldiers who served in Crinkill s!ll live in the
South Oﬀaly and North Tipperary area.
The Military Cemetery, in Crinkill was opened in 1852 and
extended in 1875. For a military cemetery, it was unique as
spouses and children are also buried there. In total, it had
around 250 burials and has 63 headstones. The Boer War
memorial that originally stood in front of the Garrison
Church was moved to the cemetery in 1924. It was the scene
of many Armis!ce Day wreath laying ceremonies, while Birr
Branch of the Bri!sh Legion existed.
Following the 1921 Treaty the Barracks was handed over to
Major General Felix Cronin, of the Free State Army. Cronin
was a na!ve of Lorrha and went on to marry Michael Collins
fiancé Ki#y Kiernan. The en!re complex was a vic!m of the
Civil War. Following extensive loo!ng the barracks was
burned to the ground, on 14 July 1922, by the An!‐Treaty
I.R.A. On that occasion Crinkill lost its best industry and
never recovered economically.
A famous resident of Crinkill, Bishop Thomas Mc Redmond
was Bishop of Killaloe 1891‐1904, having become coadjutor
bishop in 1889. He was born to Bridget and John Mc
Redmond in Barrack St., on 1 July 1836. Bishop Mc Redmond
is credited in his clerical career with establishing St.
Flannan’s College on a firm foo!ng and moving the Bishop’s
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Birr Carpets & Furnishings Ltd.
Main St., Birr, Co. Offaly

Carpets, Vinyls, Timber Floors, Beds, Bedroom Furniture,
Suites of Furniture & Rugs
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Saturday 10am
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Fitting and Delivery Service Available
Tel: 057 9120766 mob: 086 367 4647 email: birrcarpets@gmail.com
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residence to Ennis. On a visit to Birr in 1890 he consecrated
the bell of St. Brendan’s Church and named it ’St. Michael’
a$er the patron of then P.P., Dean Michael Bugler. He also
consecrated the priest’s cemetery in the grounds of St.
Brendan’s in 1902.
Crinkill also has a poignant connec!on to the 1916 Rising.
On Easter Monday 53‐year‐old Barrack Warden, John Cooke,
from Crinkill was on a visit to Dublin. Travelling in a taxi from
Kingsbridge (Heuston) Railway Sta!on to a rela!ve’s home,
he was shot in the back. Rushed to nearby Dr. Steeven’s
Hospital, he lost his ba#le for life on 30 April. In a sad
coincidence his son Lieutenant William Cooke, on his way to
guard rebel prisoners, passed the hospital twice not knowing
his father was dying there. The tragedy deepened when his
widow died, in October of that year.
Like so many Irish villages Crinkill is surrounded by many fine
houses of the gentry. An examina!on of the 1838 and 1912
ordinance survey maps reveals interes!ng changes in the
names of these residences. Today’s ‘Williamsbrook’ was
‘Williambrook’ in 1838 but by 1912 was the home of
Surgeon Colonel W.R. Kearns. Born at Ahascragh, Co. Galway
in 1836, he died at ‘St. Kilda’s’ (as it was then called), on 25
August 1914. His son Colonel George Charles Kearns re!red
from India in 1934 and remained at ‘St. Kilda’s’ un!l his
death on 25 January 1964. He was awarded the DSO
(Awarded only to oﬃcers) and the dis!nguished Military
Cross for bravery in trea!ng wounded soldiers in the field of
ba#le.
Another member of the family Commander John Simon
Kearns MP DSO RN was born at ‘St. Kilda’s’ on 30 June 1915.
He was an oﬃcer in the Royal Navy and later a Conserva!ve
Party poli!cian. Lieutenant‐Commander Kearns took of
command of
HMS Amethyst when the ship came under
fire on the Yangtze River during the final stages of the
Chinese Civil War. His exploits were the subject of the 1957
film ‘The Yangtze Incident’.
‘Hillbrook’ in 1838 was ‘Rosse Villa’ but had become
‘Hillbrook’ by 1912. ‘Crinkill House’ was ‘Crinkill Co#age’ in
1838 and had a gate lodge near Grove Street (this original
Grove Street faced the southern barrack wall). By 1912 it
was called ‘Crinkill House’ and ‘Crinkill Co#age’ (now Willie

Crinkill House following the plane crashing to its roof in 1919.

Milne’s home) was at the top of the village. ‘Beech Park’ was
‘Whiteford House’ in 1838. It had a kiln, flour mill and mill
pond inside the wall. Its lodge and entrance was from
Military Rd. In 1912 ‘Ard na Gréine’ was ‘Hillside Villas’ and
‘Sunny Side’ was ‘Railway View Co#age’.
Educa!on is long established in Crinkill. In 1838 the village
had two schools. One on Military Rd. opposite ‘The Thatch’
and the other next to a denomina!onal chapel in Swag St. In
1958 Crinkill School moved from School St. to its present
site. Presently it is a bright and modern centre of educa!on.
Today Barrack St has been greatly enhanced by the eﬀorts of
the Tidy Village’s Commi#ee. Sadly, there are many derelict
sites on this historic street, which is a pale shadow of its
economic peek up to 1922. The Post Oﬃce is just a few
doors from the 1912 Post Oﬃce and adjacent to the village’s
R.I.C Barracks. The iconic Grant Engineering, now gives
valuable employment on the old barrack’s site.
Once there were seven licensed premises in Crinkill,
presently ‘The Thatch’ is the only func!oning public house.
The fine spor!ng tradi!on is maintained through the new
G.A.A. field and famous hand‐ball club.
Since the 1970’s Crinkill has experienced a building boom
and increased greatly in size and popula!on. Above all a
great sense of community and public spirit that exists among
Crinkill people will ensure it has a bright future.
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“Not a Moment B
rowing up in the immediate a$ermath of the Second
World War, Tom Enright, as a poli!cally aware youth,
had an early apprecia!on of the fragile nature of
democracy. When he was born fascism was a very real
threat to the stability of Europe and in Ireland the deep
wounds inflicted by the Civil War were s!ll fresh and raw.
That atmosphere, coupled with his family’s well‐established
involvement in poli!cs, always made it likely that Tom would
enter poli!cal life.
He was born in his family home in Shinrone, the second
youngest in the family. His brother Anslem came a$er him,
ahead of him were Marie, Eddie and Helen. The family home
also comprised the family business, a village grocery shop
and pub. These were managed by their mother, while their
father farmed their small holding in the locality.
It was before the arrival of compe!!ve supermarkets in the
provincial towns. The village could support not only their
business, but another three grocery shops, Ryan's, Lewis’
and Tierney's, along with three more pubs.
Tom and his siblings did their share of shop and bartending
and now, thinking back to the talk and banter in the pub, he
understands how John B. Keane could have come up with so
many stories and plays centered around the life of a pub. His
family was staunchly Fine Gael and, from his place behind
the counter, Tom would absorb all of the diﬀerent and
some!mes conflic!ng views on poli!cs and local aﬀairs. In
such an uncertain age, news, though the medium of daily
papers and radio, was a valuable commodity and discussed
and dissected nightly in the bar.
Running the shop and the pub was a full‐!me business from
early morning un!l late at night. It was in the days when the
Bona Fide traveller exemp!on s!ll existed and invariably this
meant that closing !me was extended un!l midnight, with
some regulars always ready to push that boundary to further
limits. That was all very fine for the customers but in the
Enright household children had to be got to bed, and up
early for school. Tom's mother was a lady who understood
the power of prayer, and from behind the bar she would
start the Rosary shortly before midnight as a prelude to
locking up shop for the night. Some!mes the more
determined drinkers would hang on, entertaining hopes of
having a post‐prayer pint. However, she had their measure,
and the more the customers looked like staying, the more
trimmings she added to the prayers, un!l even the die‐hards
threw in the towel.
The village and the surrounding area provided modest
employment, with the County Council being an important
source of work. Most people, even in the village, had some
land and from this many had an important extra source of
income by keeping horses and ponies. If a family was lucky
a well‐bred foal could be quite valuable. These were !mes of
poverty and with large families being the norm the standard
of living was very poor for very many of them. Most houses

had no running water, no electricity, and few had inside
toilets.
These issues of poverty and par!cularly healthcare were
ma#ers which troubled Tom from an early age. Access to
medical services was very limited. The local doctor, Dr.
Doyle, was a very dedicated hard‐working man but the
geographical area which he had to cover was so large that he
could not hope to cover it all adequately.
It was on a visit to a neighbour who had been recently
admi#ed to the County Home in Tullamore that Tom first
realised with a sense of shock the condi!ons which the aged
had to endure. He was a teenager, and had a#ended a
hurling match with his father, and while in Tullamore called
to see the neighbour. He saw a man whom he had known as
independent and well‐liked in the community now sleeping
in a damp cold bed, under a dripping roof and exis!ng on a
par!cularly unappe!zing diet. All connec!on with home and
community was gone. Without cars or an aﬀordable
transport few family or friends could make the journey from
Shinrone or other similar villages to visit those in the County
Home. Tom never forgot that day and in his later poli!cal
life he made the improvement of health services one of his
primary goals.
Following primary school in Shinrone he then went on to
Mount St Josephs College. He was happy here and he
developed a very fond regard for the Cistercian order. He
knew that he was one of the lucky ones to have such an
op!on, many of his friends from primary school had only one
route available to them, the boat to Holyhead.
A$er his leaving cer!ficate he decided on law as a career.
He a#ended the Law Society and UCD while also serving a
full working appren!ceship with a solicitor in Dublin. A$er
he qualified he worked with another firm in Dublin for a
!me, but the country was calling and he applied for a job as
a solicitor in the firm of Sean Flanagan in Ballaghadereen in
Co. Roscommon.
Sean, as well as being a solicitor was also a prominent Fianna
Fail TD, and at that !me was Parliamentary Secretary. At the
job interview Tom felt honour bound to disclose his
opposing poli!cal loyalty. He needn’t have worried, he got
the job anyway. Tom spent a few very happy years here
before returning to Birr in 1967 where he worked with Noel
Reedy in the firm of J.J. Kennedy. In the same year he
successfully ran for the County Council elec!ons.
It was a popular victory and this encouraged him to accept
the nomina!on to run for a seat in the Dail in 1969, and he
succeeded on his first a#empt.
These were the days of old‐style elec!ons campaigns where
aspiring poli!cians delivered impassioned speeches
wherever a crowd could be gathered. Sunday morning a$er‐
Mass rallies at the church gate were regarded as essen!al
to a good campaign. Speeches might be made to supporters
in the town squares or at public mee!ngs, even outside
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Tom
Enright
t Before”
in an interview with Richard Kennedy

bingo halls. In Tom’s case one of his prominent staging
points was on the corner of Connaught street and Wilmer
road, at Grimes corner.
The level of passion and loyalty in poli!cs was more acute in
those days, but in order to facilitate a measure of orderly
debate the rival par!es would normally have agreed a
scheduling of their candidates speeches so that there was
no overlap. On occasion that passion would overwhelm the
scheduling arrangement and an address might degenerate
into a heckling match, with possibly, as the saying goes, ‘one
word borrowing another’. Or, as Tom puts it, “There might
be the odd sceilp”
Having won the elec!on his life changed drama!cally. In
addi!on to the extra responsibili!es of poli!cal life, he also
set up in prac!ce on his own, ini!ally in Shinrone and shortly
a$erwards moving to Castle street in Birr.
His business grew and with it came a grueling poli!cal
schedule, and on top of that, as a young man, he had a social
life to a#end to.
He had taken up golf in Ballaghadereen and it was through
golf that he met Rita Hanniﬀy and they got married in 1972.
Rita was employed as a teacher in Portumna at the !me and
he describes himself as having been very lucky to have met
such a wonderful and strong person to be his life companion.
Shortly before they got married he got his first taste of trying
to balance his personal life and his poli!cal role. There was
an impending vote in the Dail on the day he was to get
married, and his a#endance at it was crucial.
The dilemma was solved by an unlikely saviour, Charles
Haughey, then se#ling into his poli!cal wilderness years
following his fall from grace.
They chanced to meet in a corridor in the Dail and Haughey
said to him; "Well Enright, I hear you're ge'ng married and
the Whip is causing a problem. Don't worry about it, I'll pair
with you". Eﬀec!vely cancelling each other out, neither of
them had to turn up for the vote, and the wedding could go
ahead as planned.
Following their marriage Rita gave up her teaching job and
shortly a$erwards their first child, Kenneth, was born,
followed by Olwyn, Audrey, Gemma, and Alison. While he
thrived in the world of poli!cs, it’s demands meant that
there were o$en occasions where he had to miss out on
important family ma#ers and ceremonies, and that is one
of his regrets. There was no day in the year, not even
Christmas day, when he could count himself to be en!rely
free.
In his first years in the Dail he met a lot of the Old Guard in
poli!cs such as James Dillon and Oliver J Flanagan. S!ll in
government were some of the last people who had been
involved in the Civil War, on each side.
He remembers in par!cular one day being with one of them,

the Fine Gael TD John L. Sullivan from Cork. He was a veteran
of the civil war, had been in the Blueshirts, and was first
elected as a T.D. in the same year as Tom.
They bumped into Frank Aiken, a powerful personality, who
had been Chief of Staﬀ in the IRA during the Civil War and
subsequently a founder member of Fianna Fail.
Tom could immediately sense that there was ‘history’
between the two, confirmed when Mr. O'Sullivan asked
Frank Aiken, with a certain hos!lity, "Do you remember the
last !me we met? You were standing over me when I was in
chains in Portlaoise prison". Yet, in spite of those
circumstances, the two men managed to put aside the past
and had shaken hands before they parted.
Tom also recounts memories of the very many characters of
wit and wisdom in poli!cs in his !me, memories which could
never be sa!sfactorily encompassed into the limited space
of an ar!cle such as this.
There was the late Liam Cosgrove whose public persona
gave an impression of austerity and reserve; Tom knew him
as a man of strength and entertaining company. There were
statesmen such as John Kelly and Garret FitzGerald. Across
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KEARNS TRANSPORT
PHONE 05791 20124/22244. kearnstransport.com

TO DUBLIN:
Departing:
Portumna
Banagher
Birr
Kilcormac
Tullamore
Kilbeggan
Tyrellspass
Rochfortbridge
Milltownpass
Kinnegad
Clonard
Enfield

Monday to Friday

5.45
5.57
6.02
6.07
6.12
6.10 6.25
6.15 6.30
6.30 6.45

5.25
5.37
6.00
6.12
6.17
6.22
6.27
6.40
6.45
7.00

6.15
6.27
6.32
6.37
6.42
6.55
7.00
7.15

5.55
6.07
6.30
6.42
6.47
6.52
6.57
7.10
7.15
7.30

6.45
6.57
7.02
7.07
7.12
7.25
7.30
7.45

6.25
6.37
7.00
7.12
7.17
7.22
7.27
7.40
7.45
8.00

Saturday

6.55
7.07
7.30
7.42
7.47
7.52
7.57
8.10
8.15
8.30

8.25
8.35
9.00
9.13
9.35
9.47
9.52
9.57
10.02
10.15
10.20
10.30

14.00
14.13
14.35
14.47
14.52
14.57
15.02
15.15
15.20
15.30

8.25
8.35
9.00
9.13
9.35
9.47
9.52
9.57
10.02
10.15
10.20
10.30

Sunday

13.25

8.25 13.25 18.20
18.35
14.00 9.00 14.00 19.00
14.13 9.13 14.13 19.13
14.35 9.35 14.35 19.35
14.47 9.47 14.47 19.47
14.52 9.52 14.57 19.52
14.57 9.57 14.55 19.57
15.02 10.02 15.02 20.02
15.15 10.15 15.15 20.15
15.20 10.20 15.20 20.20
15.30 10.30 15.30 20.30

Commuter coaches serve Trinity College, Nassau St, Merrion Sq, Baggot St, Leeson St.
Extra Service during college term Sundays @ 17.25 departing Birr (serves UCD). Some changes will apply to Bank Holidays
Free travel passes are accepted in the 08:25 ex Portumna & 14:00 ex Birr services Monday to Friday and all weekend services
apart from the 17:25 ex Birr Sunday, college term only, service to Dublin
Luggage carried at owners risk
Valid from 01/01/2017 Subject to change without notice

FROM DUBLIN
Departing from

Monday to Friday

Saturday
18.00

Dublin Cathal
Brugha Street

Sunday

13.00 18.00 15.00 18.00 22.30

16.10 16.30* 16.45 17.05* 17.15 17.30* 17.45 18.15
Bridge
Enfield
Clonard
Kinnegad
Milltownpass
Rochfortbridge
Tyrellspass
Kilbeggan
Tullamore
Kilcormac
Birr
Banagher
Portumna

16.53
17.07
17.14
17.25
17.30
17.35
17.40
17.50
18.15
18.35

17.15
17.25
17.35
17.45
17.50
17.55
18.00
18.10

17.25
17.40
17.45
17.55
18.00
18.05
18.10
18.20
18.45
19.05

17.50
18.05
18.10
18.15
18.20
18.25
18.30
18.50

17.55
18.05
18.15
18.25
18.30
18.35
18.40
18.45
19.10
19.30

18.10
18.25
18.35
18.45
18.50
18.55
19.00
19.10

18.25
18.40
18.45
18.55
19.00
19.05
19.10
19.20
19.45
20.05

18.50
19.05
19.10
19.20
19.25
19.30
19.35
19.50
20.10
20.30
20.50
20.55

13.45
14.00
14.05
14.15
14.20
14.25
14.30
14.45
15.10
15.25

18.45
19.00
19.05
19.15
19.20
19.25
19.30
19.45
20.10
20.30
20.50
15.55 20.55

15.40
15.55
16.05
16.15
16.20
16.25
16.30
16.40
17.00
17.20

18.40
18.55
19.05
19.15
19.20
19.25
19.30
19.45
20.05
20.30

23.05
23.15
23.20
23.25
23.30
23.35
23.40
23.50
24.15
24.30

18.00 20.55

*Bus terminates in Tullamore
Please note it may be necessary from time to time to alter departure times slightly to cater for varying passenger numbers
Some changes apply to Bank Holidays

Luggage carried at owners risk

Valid from 01/01/2017 Subject to change without notice.
Times are approximate and depend on traffic
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the aisles were men such as Dick Spring, for whom he has a
very warm regard and the late Brian Lenihan who he
remembers as the best of company.
Tom quickly learned that the reality of poli!cs has always
been that while all par!es have diﬀerent policies and
priori!es, they must maintain good working rela!ons with
each other in the interests of the common good.
There are of course !mes when that whole rela!onship,
even the future of democra!c poli!cs, comes under threat,
and Tom remembers the mid‐1970s as being one of those
!mes, a period when there was serious unrest in Ireland, so
serious as to threaten the administra!on of jus!ce.
One event which could have had catastrophic consequences
was the Arms crisis, in which renegade members of the
Fianna Fail government, amongst others, were accused of
plo'ng to import weapons into Ireland for use in the North.
Two prominent cabinet members, Charles Haughey and Neil
Blaney, were dismissed by the Taoiseach of the day, Jack
Lynch. This was in the midst of the most troubled years in
Northern Ireland, and there followed some of the darkest
days in our history. Tom remembers it as a !me when the
security of the state was gravely at risk, with even the Gardaí
and the Judiciary under threat.
He is very conscious of the fact that an en!re younger
genera!on know nothing of these days and consequently
may not fully appreciate how fragile a democracy can be.
In the course of his long poli!cal career Tom has served as
Fine Gael spokesperson on Tourism, and the later as
spokesperson on Consumer Aﬀairs. Between 1989 and 1993
he was the Chairman of the Fine Gael parliamentary party.
He also served as a Senator.
In his parallel life, as a solicitor, Tom has seen very many
changes in both the legal profession and in our society.
When he was a young solicitor there were District Courts in
every town, and they were an important and significant
visible sign of the administra!on of jus!ce in people's lives.
In Banagher the court was held above Quigley's ballroom at
the Main Street, in Cloghan and Kilcormac they were held in
dance halls and in Ferbane the courthouse was located in
the middle of the field where, on wet days, the local guards
spent much of the court day extrica!ng cars from the mud.
Birr’s courthouse served not only as a District court but also
was the venue for the quarterly Circuit Courts. When the
courthouse was closed it took away from the people of the
Tom & Rita on their wedding day.

town not only an ins!tu!on of historical significance but also
closed oﬀ their connec!on with the administra!on of jus!ce
at a local level.
He has also seen very many major social changes and
improvements enacted by successive governments. There
had been a ban on women remaining in their jobs a$er they
got married, and this was removed in the 70’s. There was
the Family Home Protec!on Act, which, for the first !me,
recognised the legal rights of a spouse in rela!on to a family
home. There have been progressive new laws dealing with
divorce, gay rights, family planning legisla!on, rights of
unmarried parents. Many of these laws would have been
unthinkable when he was in his youth.
Over his years in poli!cs he has tried to use his influence for
the be#erment of his local community. He served on local
health commi#ees and supported the provision of proper
care for the elderly in the area. With his lifelong dedica!on
to issues of public health and care he is especially pleased
with the quality of the accomoda!on and services for the
aged in both Tullamore and Birr.
Another local issue where he is glad to have been a posi!ve
influence was the Government proposal years ago to turn
Kinni#y Castle into a prison. It was owned by the State at
the !me and having recently closed as a forestry training
college was now vacant. Understandably there was a huge
local campaign against the idea, and there seemed to be no
apprecia!on in government circles of the damage that such
an ill conceived plan could do to a small local community.
Tom played his part in working against the plan and he
remembers persuading the Taoiseach Garret FitzGerald of
these concerns prior to a Cabinet mee!ng. It was at that
subsequent Cabinet mee!ng that the decision was reversed.
In his long and successful career in poli!cs Tom always had
the uncondi!onal support of Rita and his family who were
behind him in the !mes, and there were such !mes, when
poli!cal life became tough and uncompromising. Also by his
side, from the beginning, and right through, has been his
brother Eddie, as a valued and able ally and friend in his
poli!cal life.
At the conclusion of our interview, when I was asking Tom if
he was enjoying his re!rement from poli!cs, he corrected
me. He had re!red as a TD, not from poli!cs, and he quoted
the words of the late Oliver J. Flanagan on the subject; “I’ll
re!re when the good lord calls me, not a moment before”.
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Back Row (L to R): Tommy Lyndon, Maureen de Forge (Fes"val Director), Julian Evans (Pianist), Enda O’Connor,
Richard McGrath (Accompanist), Bruno Caproni (Baritone), Emma Nee Haslam.
Front Row: Richard Thomas (violin), Ecaterina Tulgara (soprano), Conor Gibbons (tenor), Brian Flannagan (piano)
, Emma Quinlan (soprano), Kevin Neville (bass baritone).

BIRR FESTIVAL OF MUSIC & VOICE 2017
he inaugural Birr Fes!val of Music & Voice took place
from May 26th ‐ 28th, presen!ng a feast of music from
na!onal and interna!onal ar!sts. Building on the
success of The Trench Award over the past three years, the
Fes!val aims are to enhance the profile and enjoyment of
classical music for all, and to assist young professional
musicians with their
training and development.
The opening night saw a
magnificent concert by the
acclaimed Verdi baritone
Bruno Caproni, and Julian
Evans, one of Europe's
leading concert pianists,
with a programme which
included arias from Verdi,
Dvorak, Tos! and Kern, to
the piano solos of Chopin,
Ravel and Rachmaninov.
The
wonderful
RTE
Bruno Caproni and Julian Evans ConTempo
Quartet
performed on Saturday
evening, with Haydn's 'Emperor' and Beethoven's
'Razumovsky' Quartets, concluding with tradi!onal and
popular classical tunes from Romania and Dracula's land!
All through Saturday, these six interna!onal ar!sts gave
masterclasses to the finalists selected for the Trench Award
2017 : sopranos Emma Quinlan (Oﬀaly), Ecaterina Tulgara
(Westmeath), tenor Connor Gibbons (Limerick), bass
baritone Kevin Neville (Limerick), violin, Richard Thomas
(Kildare), piano, Brian Flanagan (Leitrim) and also to the
Musical Futures bursary recipients Dylan Rooney, baritone
(Nenagh) and Molly Wra$er, violin (Oﬀaly). These
masterclasses were open to the public to observe, and gave
a fascina!ng insight to methods of interpreta!on and
performance with instrument and voice.
At The Trench Award Gala Concert on Sunday night, each of
the six finalists gave a 15 minute performance, displaying a
high level of accomplishment in their chosen repertoire.
Richard Thomas was awarded the top bursary, with a

mesmerising performance on violin, which included sonatas
from Brahms and Ysaye. Having completed his studies at
the RIAM, he moves on to postgraduate studies at the RCM
in London this year.
Bass‐baritone Kevin Neville was awarded the second bursary
named in honour of Birr Lions Club, to acknowledge their
outstanding support for youth and music projects in Birr. He
takes up a Young Ar!st posi!on with N.I. Opera in
September. The Audience Award (sponsored by Birr Stage
Guild) went to tenor Conor Gibbons who moves to Germany
for farther training. All these young midland musicians
gained valuable experiences during their weekend in Birr,
and hope to return to perform here in the future.
While all these wonderful concerts were taking place in the
evenings at Birr Theatre & Arts Centre, day!me events were
taking place all over the town. If you were shopping on
Friday, you may have heard a baritone or soprano give a
song or two in the supermarkets, or a violin serenading you
on the street! Birr Young Voices introduced themselves in
Emmet Square and Lunch!me pop‐up performances
entertained in various cafés on Saturday.
Much appreciated too were the many businesses, shops and
cafes where classic CDs or Lyric FM, RTEs classic music
sta!on, were heard throughout the weekend.
A highlight of the fes!val was the beau!ful concert in St.
Brendan’s Church of Ireland by Birr Young Voices, a new
children's choir (ages 9‐12 years). Set up by the Fes!val, in
partnership with Music Genera!on Oﬀaly/Westmeath, up
to 40 boys and girls took part in this ten week choral project,
culmina!ng in the fes!val concert. This will now be an on‐
going choral project for children who love to sing!
A huge thank you is due to the Trench Trust for major
funding and encouragement; to Birr Lions Club; to Birr
Theatre & Arts Centre, their en!re staﬀ and volunteers; to
Co. Oﬀaly Arts Oﬃce; to Dooly's Hotel; to all sponsors and
patrons; to the fes!val steering commi#ee and volunteers
for giving of their !me and exper!se.
Birr Fes!val of Music & Voice 2018 is May 4th‐6th, a great
bank holiday weekend to spend in beau!ful Birr!
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From Cromwell’s Post to
Eircode and LOFAR in Birr
By Tom Cleary

hree hundred and sixty years ago, in 1654, Oliver
Cromwell’s government established the Post Oﬃce’s
legal monopoly on the carriage of le#ers throughout
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. Outlawing a basic
private service then in existence, the monopoly was granted
– not simply for the speedy conveying of le#ers by Post but
also “in order to discover and prevent many dangerous and
wicked designs which have been and are daily contrived
against the Peace and Welfare of the Commonwealth, the
intelligence whereof cannot well be communicated but by
le#ers of escript”. That debate con!nues to this day in the
form of the most Governments’ interest in access to internet
communica!ons, messaging and emails.
Just over a century later, in 1782, an express le#er from
Dublin to Birr carried by the newly independent Irish Post
Oﬃce cost £1‐11‐6p (nearly €2.00) or equivalent to about
€50 today and took 20 hours. The cost was calculated at the
rate of 3 pence per English mile (84 miles) plus handling. It
was the recipient who was liable for the charge, not the
sender. The sheets of paper were simply folded over and
sealed with the wax seal of the sender; envelopes did not
make their appearance un!l the mid 1800s. (William
Mulready of Ennis was responsible for the widely
lampooned envelopes of 1840. The picture is from the Post
Oﬃce price guide of the !me.

T

Birr had its own special connec!on to the early 19th Century
Post Oﬃce when Laurence Parsons, the 2nd Earl of Rosse
was joint Postmaster General for Ireland between 1809 and
1831. He a#ended at the laying of the founda!on stone for
Dublin’s GPO in August 1814.
Not un!l the Penny Black Stamp was introduced in 1840 did
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the prac!ce of the sender pre‐paying postage become the
norm. But that only brought the post to the local Post Oﬃce
from where it had to be collected by the recipient. There
was an extra charge payable locally to have it delivered. It
was towards the end of the 19th century before universal
deliveries become established. That was the beginning of
the comprehensive postal service as we generally know it
today. It was during that period when the bulk of the
country’s Post Oﬃce buildings were completed ‐ Birr Post
Oﬃce on Emmet Square opened in 1903.
Postal addresses and onwards to Eircode
When I was preparing previous material for Birr Review I
looked at many of the maps of the town as they evolved
over the centuries and which are well surveyed in John
Feehan’s and Alison Rosse’s “The Atlas of Birr”. One map
stood out ‐ Griﬃths Valua!on Map of 1853, the first that I
know of to indicate individual house numbers on the streets.
I wondered if these house numbers were the basis for all
street and postal numbering in the town since then. The
answer is “yes and no”!
In some streets they seem to have remained so; in others
they bear no rela!on to today’s numbers or the numbers
that link to the new Eircodes. Griﬃth numbered individual
plots solely for the purpose of clearly iden!fying every
le'ng/plot to establish a rateable valua!on for taxa!on
purposes; it was not designed to facilitate the Postal Service.
Take a look at Castle Street, for example, on Griﬃth’s map
(see le$) reproduced here by kind permission of the Earl and
Countess of Rosse. When you turn into the street from
Market Square Number 1 was what would now be the yard
of Hacke#s’s on Market Square. Oliver Craughwell’s yard –
the Fowl market – was number 4, his pub, number 5, and so
on as far as today’s Spinners ‐ 17. The numbers con!nued
down the other side of the street – Cro#y’s church was 23.
Doolin’s, the last premises on Castle Street was 32. But those
numbers were given in 1853 and look at the scale of
addi!onal building in subsequent years. How could street
numbering keep up with that pace of change? The Census
papers of 1901 and 1909 list house numbers but they don’t
necessarily bear any rela!on to Griﬃth’s numbering, nor to
today’s numbers. For as long as I can remember, the former
Doolin’s shop has painted numbers ‘36 and 37’ (reading le$
to right) but I think they should read ‘37 and 36’ because the
numbering comes down the street from the castle. And, that
would suggest Linda’s as 35, Hanlon’s 34 and the old Fianna
Fail oﬃce 33.
Researching this piece I realised that there is no
standardised way of house numbering (or addressing) in
Ireland that is universally recognised by local authori!es,
u!li!es such as ESB, Irish Water or telecoms suppliers.
Newer residen!al areas are generally given numbering by

2017 Part 1B1_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:41 PM Page 64

BIRR Year Review 2017
the developer (private or Local Authority) but individuals are
free to change, say Number 17 Riverview Drive, to a house
name “Camcor Falls” rather than “17” or to use “Callows’
View” instead of “132” High Street.
So, how does the poor post‐man or ‐woman manage to
deliver post accurately?
Unlike your contract with an electricity or phone‐line
supplier you never need to sign a contract with An Post for
its service nor do you need to register an address at which
the service is provided. Your unique electricity supply
loca!on is recorded as a Meter Point Reference Number –
MPRN as is your land‐line and your water connec!on. When
you move house you don’t take this number with you; it
stays with the address. But if you move to a new address
you might just tell the local Post Oﬃce that you are the new
person living at number 112 Main Street; or the Post‐man
may simply use his local knowledge to note that new
residents have moved in where the O’Reillys were before.
The way you describe your address may even be diﬀerent
from your next‐door neighbour.
In Ireland we have never been very good at clear house
numbers or well‐defined addresses in towns, let alone in
rural townlands where 10 houses might share the same
townland address. Conversely, two houses side by side in
the same townland may favour diﬀerent adresses. Hence
the need to have some form of postcodes or loca!on codes
that would provide greater clarity for delivery and,
importantly, emergency services. Loca!on codes are used in
nearly all developed coun!es and they are structured in
diﬀerent ways. Some are in place for more than 60 years.
My teenage correspondence with penfriends in Eastern
Europe in the early 1960s nearly all featured postcodes. In
Hungary for instance they were, and s!ll are, based on Local
Government administra!on districts. My le#ers to Budapest
had a code H‐1138 – H the interna!onal iden!fier for
Hungary; 1 for the capital Budapest; 13 for the city’s
Administra!ve District 13; 8 for a smaller unit in this district.
Individual UK codes are pure postcodes, e.g. London’s SW1
5EZ; the smallest unit each contains about 10 – 20 premises.
UK postcodes have also evolved into, but were never
designed as, demographic markers.
Discussions on a universal postcode system have been
ongoing for decades. The PO system has always been based
on the post town, to which le#ers were sorted and local
knowledge ensured accurate onward delivery from there.
Mail volumes and popula!on distribu!on never jus!fied
expenditure on a bespoke postcode system. Modern sor!ng
technology subsequently allowed An Post to manage
sa!sfactorily without one; Dublin’s numerical postal districts
were established in the 1950s (with an earlier experimental
system based on London’s tried in the 1930s). Cork had a
basic system for a short !me. A$er endless debate and not
a li#le controversy the Eircode system was selected for
Ireland and has been implemented since 2015. One of the
points of debate was whether to have an exclusively
‘POSTCODE’ programme or to have one that served a
broader base such as the emergency services. One factor in
the debate was the new sensi!vity to personal data
protec!on
issues.
The
UK
system
enables
commercial/marke!ng users to pinpoint dis!nct groups of
residences who may be poten!al markets for, say, high‐end
cars, while avoiding low‐income areas. It was determined

that this demographic segmenta!on would not be easily
facilitated in any proposed Irish system. The result was a
loca!on coding system based on 139 exis!ng postal rou!ng
keys which are not based on geographic town or county
boundaries. Birr is one of these rou!ng hubs as are Roscrea,
Nenagh and Tullamore.
The Birr hub serves an area stretching from north of Ferbane
to north of Dunkerrin and from Cadamstown to
Shannonharbour and Rathcabbin. The Birr Rou!ng Key was
given the ini!al 3‐digit Code R42; Roscrea is E53, Nenagh E45
and Tullamore R35. These rou!ng keys can be read by the
automa!c sor!ng mechanisms already established in An
Post’s mail sor!ng centres and also facilitate the logis!c
industries. Within each of these zones every property
(strictly every le#erbox) is allocated a unique 4‐character
Alpha‐numeric iden!fier, e.g. A6F9. The unique 7‐character
Eircode stays with the property and is not linked to the
residents/owners; it does not change if they move to a new
address – that has its own Eircode.
In se'ng up Eircode they had to deal with anomalies in the
exis!ng address descrip!ons. Castle Street again illustrates
the problem. There are two sets of the same numbers on
the street in the Eircode database. Craughwell’s pub starts as
No. 1 going up to the late Kieran Horan’s house as No.9. But
there is another set of numbers 1 – 11 on the other side of
the street star!ng at Brendan Garry’s Mal!ngs’
redevelopment opposite Spinners. These anomalies are not
easily remedied because Eircode does not determine how a
property’s address should be described. Nor does the Local
authority or An Post. You see, Griﬃth started street
numbering in 1853 but it never became established as the
norm for future genera!ons.
At this stage of the Eircode development the individual
postman does not use the four‐character iden!fier in day‐to‐
day deliveries; he con!nues to use local knowledge. He can
access the exact address for an Eircode iden!fier if the rest
of the address is damaged or illegible. Independent delivery
services – couriers, DHLs etc can use the full Eircode to
facilitate accurate delivery. Likewise emergency services –
the Gardai or ambulances are greatly facilitated by being
given the Eircode of a premises – the exact loca!on can be
instantly iden!fied. Li#le by li#le u!li!es and bodies such as
the Property Registra!on Authority (Land Registry) are
incorpora!ng Eircode iden!fiers in their address data. These
all serve to iden!fy more clearly a physical property but
never individual residents.
Oliver Cromwell’s Postal Act formalised the State’s
monopoly role in postal services. It took another 200 years
before the Post Oﬃce ini!ated the pre‐pay Penny Post ‐ the
beginning of a true Social Media revolu!on. Another 150
years would pass before Internet communica!ons would
turn the tradi!onal postal system on its head. That
extraordinary ever‐increasing pace of communica!ons
technology, in all its forms, has taken us further in those
intervening years than anybody could have imagined.
From the days when an Earl of Rosse was a Postmaster
General and crossing the physical boundary with a le#er
from Birr to Dublin was an expensive challenge, the town
has now found a place, once again, at the centre stage of
another form of communica!on, crossing the boundaries of
!me itself, as the I‐LOFAR Radio Telescope begins its journey
Thirteen Billion light years into the past.
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NEWBRIDGE
STREET
by Seamus Feehan

was born in June 1947 in a house beside the Camcor at
the top of Newbridge Street. All that remains is a blank
wall on which is placed a plaque dedicated to John
Murray, a Birr na!ve, who received a Victoria Cross for
ac!ons above and beyond in the Maori Wars in New Zealand
in the second half of the nineteenth century. This house
was not considered suitable for young children, being so
close to the river, and we duly moved further down the
street to Compton Row when I was three years old.
In the end there were five of us, John is a year older, Michael
was two years younger, Mary born in the early fi$ies and
Remmie in the mid fi$ies. Michael died far too young in
1995. I was the odd one out in the family, blue eyed, le$
handed and with an early passion for sport. Our father Miley
was a tailor, he had le$ school at eleven years of age on the
death of his father in 1914 and served his !me with his
uncle. When asked his age, Miley would reply that he was
the same age as the Post Oﬃce in Emmet Square. Bridie,
our mother, was a Carlow na!ve who had come to Birr as
housekeeper to John Lyndon of Birr shoes. She was a gentle
lady, probably the finest person I have ever known. When
they married Miley was forty two years old.
School started a$er the Easter Holiday in 1951. I was s!ll a
couple of months short of my fourth birthday but insisted in
accompanying my brother John who started on the same
day. That journey is s!ll vivid in my head, our mother Bridie
brought us down Hospital Lane and across Orchard Road. It
was the only !me we were adult accompanied, ever a$er
we went from Newbridge Street as a group. My li#le school
bag contained only a Curly Wee book from which Bro. Nilus
would read stories to the class. In September of that year
John moved to senior infants and I remained in “Babies”
class.
Shortly a$er that school debut grandmother Feehan, who
had been a widow for over 36 years, died. She lived with us
and another vivid memory is her funeral. I was le$ in the
care of Dinny & Ellie Mac (McNamara) who lived in the lodge
at Elm Grove. Dinny was a coach builder with premises at
Johns Mall. They brought me out to the bridge to see the
cortege pass by. I have good memories of the Macs, gentle

people.
Later in 1951 I spent four days in Tullamore Hospital (a
further month in the Mater Hospital in Dublin would follow),
some problems with the heart one heard. This is important
only in that on arriving home from hospital a hurl and ball
appeared. This began a lifelong love aﬀair.
In the years that followed skills were learned and honed
using the gable wall of Yate’s house at the corner of
Sandymount Lane as we strived to prevent the ball coming
to a halt. The ball struck against the gable was doubled on
to the wall dividing the lane from Bengal Lodge. This wall,
being of irregular surface, meant that the ball could come
back at any angle and one had to be prepared for this
happening, this meant nimble feet. In similar fashion we
used Heﬀernan’s wall on Newbridge Street, this had a
downside, balls that went over the wall never returned. One
day we were si'ng on the window sill of Jack Cloonan’s
shop, we had hurls but no ball and did not have the 6d
required to buy one. Mrs Heﬀernan was spo#ed driving up
Johns Mall in her bo#le green Morris Minor, I stepped
forward to the edge of the pavement and as the car passed
threw the hurl striking the passenger door of the car. Mrs
Heﬀernan stopped, came back, took me by the hand and
brought me home, she suggested to my father Miley that no
punishment should ensue. Her sugges!on fell on deaf ears
needless to say. But every cloud has a silver lining, she said
that in future if we needed a ball all we had to do was knock
on her door.
Following grandmother Feehan’s death it became the
prac!ce that a$er Mass and breakfast on Sundays we would
be walked to the cemetery at Clonoghil to visit her grave.
Here we spent our !me exploring to see who could find the
oldest gravestone. Ivy was removed where necessary and
li#le fingers were run along the numbers to decipher the
year.
Some!mes in summer, as we grew older, the cemetery was
abandoned in favour of the river bank. Here Miley would
explore the spots where he knew that croneen would
some!mes rest on their journey upstream. The croneen is a
sub‐species of trout found only in Lough Derg and some of

I
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the rivers that flow into it. When he discovered a fish we
would be put on lookout with instruc!ons to whistle if we
saw anyone approach. As o$en as not he would appear with
a fish which he had caught – with a snare. This was an art, I
tried it once many years later without success, coordina!on
was missing.
Sandymount was our playground. The various swimming
spots where use depended on gender and age. Some!mes
we swam at the back of the old dis!llery, here we were o$en
accompanied by rats – they kept their distance, no talk of
Weills disease then. Further upstream, past Clays Hole
swimming spot, we came to the wood where hazel trees
were in abundance. Here in the autumn we climbed and fell
out of these trees as we collected the nuts. Scrapes and
bruises were the order of the day. Con!nuing on past the
old stone bridge we came to the Black Walk, a group of aged
beech trees whose foliage blocked out the light, thus the
name. In those early days Palmers or the Green Bridge was
the limit of our territory.
My very first inter county game was not hurling. It was a
Leinster Football Championship match between Oﬀaly and
Carlow played at O’Moore Park in Portlaoise. It was either
1953 or 1954 and Bridie and I went courtesy of John Lyndon.
Bridie’s brother, Andy Murphy, was full back for Carlow that
day. That picture is s!ll before my eyes, standing up in the
old wooden stand announcing to everyone around that I was
from Oﬀaly but was cheering for Carlow because my uncle
was playing for them. For the record Oﬀaly won by a point.
Andy was my hero, he won three Railway Cup medals in
successive years in the early fi$ies. He died in 1965 at the
age of thirty nine.He was also Viney Molloy’s brother in law.
For the greater part of my years in Primary school Br.
Polycarp oﬃciated. The normal route to school was via
Wilmer Road and Orchard Lane, when condi!ons allowed
we took the short cut. This entailed travelling down by the
river across the Mill Island, then past the back of Paddy
Murray’s sawmill on stepping stones. This route was not
available when the river was in spate. When we reached 6th
class Br. Celsus awaited, he was a tough man. He not only
taught but also insisted that we learn Agam, Agat, Aige, Aici,
Liom, Leat, Leis, Lei, these pronouns are very firmly ingrained
in my memory. It is probably the only regret of my life that
I did not take Irish to the level it deserved. One on the pupils
in the class at that !me was Tony Glynn. Tony cycled in from
Lusmagh each day, Br. Celsus would regularly have him read
the litany of Fr. John Fahy, the controversial Lusmagh priest
with strong republican views. This litany is available in the
book on the life of Fr. Fahy by Jim Madden of Banagher
published in 2012.
Another of my memories from the fi$ies was the delivery of
milk. Odlums at the top of Newbridge Street supplied much
of the town. The horse drawn milk cart with two large churns
and the various measures would go from door to door.
When it reached our house we would oﬀer our services to
whoever was delivering on the day, Tommy Odlum would
always oblige.
I can recall a day when there was only Miley and myself at
home, the electric ke#le had just been plugged in, Miley was
in his workroom. I joined Tommy on the cart and as we
drove up Wilmer Road it suddenly dawned on me, this ke#le
would not automa!cally turn itself oﬀ so I ran like the

hammers of hell up Hospital Lane – just in !me. The kitchen
was enveloped in steam but the ke#le was saved.
In 1958 my first hurling medal arrived – Bord na Scoil U.12.
In the games leading to the final we had held the opposi!on
scoreless. The final was played in O’Connor Park in
Tullamore, it was thirteen a side. Kieran Dolphin and myself
were the inside forwards, an insignificant blow to the hand
drew blood ‐ ‘gaisce’ status had been reached.
In September 1959 secondary school beckoned. This was
just not the same. Diﬀerent teachers for various subjects but
we soon acclima!sed. Ten days before Christmas tragedy
struck. We had been watching this holly bush close to the
stone bridge in Syngefield. It was a beauty and now it was
!me for harves!ng before anyone else got there. I climbed
the tree and cut away the be#er branches and passed them
down to Michael. On the way down the tree a ro#en branch
gave way beneath my foot. A barbed wire fence ripped my
le$ leg apart. A cut beside the knee looked as if Mr.
Connery, the butcher, had taken his cleaver to it. I took fright
and ran home through the fields. Dr. Drumm informed me
that there was a second gash at the back of the leg, it was a
sombre Christmas.
I played hurling for both school and club in the first half of
the six!es. My minor club debut was in 1962 against
Rynaghs. The highlight in this defeat was a hat trick, made
even more sa!sfactory by the fact that Damien Mar!n was
the goalkeeper. How many hat tricks did he concede in this
career? Damien and I were in class together. The nega!ve
side came in the minor championship of 1965, playing at No.
4 against Laois in Tullamore, they we awarded a 70. As the
ball dropped in to the edge of the square, my right hand
grabbed it. Having successfully nego!ated the traﬃc and
reached the 21, an a#empt to strike the ball on the run oﬀ
the s!ck ended in failure. Embarrassment!! In between
these occasions came a Juvenile medal in 1963 and minor in
1964.
In the early six!es we spent a lot of !me in the CYMS youth
club learning to play snooker. Johnny Carroll of Connaught
Street was the caretaker. In the main snooker room the
table was almost surrounded by a wooden bench used for
viewing. At the top of the room was a pot bellied stove. On
winter evenings Johnny would literally have the stove red
hot and si'ng on the bench beside the fire he would
regularly fall asleep. On quite a number of occasions it was
past midnight when Johnny awoke. We would play un!l his
eyes opened and we were duly despatched.
All through my childhood and youth there as the ever
present figure of Tom Fahy in Newbridge Street. Tom was a
tailor and would o$en come to visit with Miley. His whole
life revolved around ‘the horses’ and he would regularly give
his latest cast iron !p. He was a gentle man with the most
extraordinary laugh.
School ended with the Leaving Cert in 1964. In this era of
religious order bashing I would like to oﬀer my thanks to the
Presenta!on Brothers for their wonderful contribu!on to
my educa!on.
On the 2nd January 1965 I walked out the front door and
boarded the bus from Portumna bound for Dublin, thus
beginning a totally new and strange life.
Sin sceal eile………
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`By Margaret Hogan

n 1995 the women’s sec!on of the main building of Birr
Workhouse was prac!cally unaltered and one could
visualise what it was like to stay or live in that great
building which sheltered so many thousands for almost
eighty years. Women came from Australia, New Zealand and
South Africa, descendants of orphan girls who had spent
!me in the workhouse. These women were kindly welcomed
by George Boyd, manager of Peerage Brass Ltd. and allowed
to wander around the rooms and climb up the three flights
of can!levered stone staircases with rusty iron bannisters to
the girls’ dormitory under the roof where their great‐
grandmothers might have slept on their last night in Ireland.
The emo!onal experience drew many tears. Workhouse
‘s!gma’ was something these visitors did not recognise;
ancestors were forebears to be commemorated rich or poor,
famous or insignificant, good or bad. We got our lives from
them.
Birr Workhouse was unique in 1995, on the 150th
anniversary of the Great Irish Famine. There was much
publicity and many publica!ons that year, partly to honour
those aﬀected by one of the most significant events in our
history, also to increase awareness of world hunger and
poverty today. A leading documentary maker from abroad in
1995 told me that having visited the sites of Ireland’s pre‐
famine workhouses, he concluded that Birr Workhouse was
the best remaining and least altered. The original plan from
the 1840s by George Wilkinson, matched with Paul Barber’s
aerial photograph of Birr from about the 1990s appears in
the Atlas of the Great Famine and in Peter Higginbotham’s
comprehensive website www.workhouses.org/ and shows
what he meant.
Very few names of inmates have survived and even the
censuses of 1901 and 1911 record only ini!als. The business
of the workhouse is well recorded however in the minute
books which are kept in Oﬀaly County Library in Tullamore.
The King’s County Chronicle was first published in Birr in
September 1845 and reported each weekly mee!ng of the
Boards of Guardians from the Great Famine !ll the
workhouse closed in 1921. There is immense scope for

students’ research and many from first to third level have
wri#en essays, assignments, projects, as well as
undergraduate, masters and Ph.D. theses on topics
connected with Birr Workhouse.
The local landlord at the !me of the Great Famine was the
Third Earl of Rosse, at that !me already a renowned figure.
He had completed his Leviathan telescope in 1845 and was
looking forward to researching the heavens when the call
came to him as Lord Lieutenant of the King’s County to get
down to earth and organise famine relief for the whole
county. Archives show how he went about the diﬃcult task
over several years, mee!ngs he organised and chaired,
a#endance at the House of Lords, tensions and frustra!ons
he encountered, diﬃcult decisions to be made, friends and
acquaintances assaulted or murdered over land issues. They
also show how he put his scien!fic knowledge to use,
advising the Board of Guardians in Birr and the authori!es in
Dublin and London, running his large estate and giving much
employment at the same !me, as well as coping with family
tragedies.

I

Cross at Workhouse graveyard with inscrip"on
INMATES OF BIRR WORKHOUSE R.I.P. 1842 ‐ 1927
KNOWN ONLY TO GOD
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The first inmate to what was then Parsonstown Workhouse
on 2 April 1842 was Thomas Hoctor from Kilcormac who
must have enjoyed a clean, whitewashed building, spotless
utensils and bed covering with a staﬀ all to himself. The
stylish building and its fi'ngs would cost many millions
today and had to be paid for and supported by local rate‐
payers. For the first few years, there were seldom more than
two or three hundred people in a building designed for eight
hundred. In the early days, all those in need of social welfare
in Ireland had to enter the workhouse where adult males
and females were assigned to separate sec!ons, as were
boys and girls under fi$een, though babies under two years
might stay with their mothers. Most entered about April or
May when the supply of the previous year’s harvest had
diminished and the new crops were not yet ready to eat.
Many able‐bodied poor people le$ in early autumn, having
had an unpleasant experience perhaps, but plenty of
monotonous food to eat and hope for employment during
the harvest.
Within three years, in the spring of 1846, the reality of a
frightening future struck home. The blighted crop of 1845
had run out and the new crop was again destroyed by blight.
Records show how the number of inmates taking refuge in
the workhouse climbed steadily to the horror of the cholera
epidemic on 23 May 1849 when Parsonstown Poor Law
Union had to accommodate 3,246 persons in the
workhouse, in fever sheds a#ached and in other large
buildings in the town and rural areas while 101 people died
in one week, including 83 children. Workhouses were
dreaded breeding grounds for contagious diseases, and by
then, the policy of indoor relief had become excrucia!ngly
unpopular.
The workhouses accumulated huge debts because the
decline in rents and income from farming and business
during the famine put pressure on the payment of rates, but

George Trevelyan at the UK Treasury was merciless. The
policy of ‘laissez faire’, that market forces were priority and
must be respected and another policy that ‘Irish property
must pay for Irish poverty’ (shades of the Cel!c !ger), were
observed rigidly, though many Irish debts did have to be
wri#en oﬀ in the 1850s.
Irish workhouses were put to be#er use a$er the famine.
They s!ll fulfilled their original func!ons for those in need
but many of the rigid rules were relaxed, a dispensary was
added and admission to workhouse hospitals was available
to non‐des!tute persons from 1862. Sisters of Mercy nurses
came to live in the rear of the building in Birr in 1882 and
the hospital was eﬀec!vely a nursing home as was shown
by a na!onal survey in 1905 when two thirds of inmates
were sick, aged or infirm. Professor Mary E. Daly’s account
of those final years at Birr Workhouse is online at UCD’s
History Hub: h#p://historyhub.ie/final‐years‐of‐the‐
workhouse/ Protests at the closure of Birr Workhouse in
1921 show how the image of the building had altered. It had
become an accepted part of the community and inmates
complained they would have fewer visits from friends and
rela!ves when they were transferred to Tullamore.
A fire was set in the men’s sec!on of the main building on 1
August 2017. Birr Fire Brigade arrived in good !me and
damage was mostly but not completely confined to that
sec!on, but the area which housed light industries from the
1930s to the 1990s was destroyed.
Consider; An iconic building of na!onal importance, an
intricate connec!on with the world‐famous Third Earl of
Rosse, oﬃcial records intact in Oﬀaly County Library,
excellent newspaper reports from 1845, descendants of
inmates, employees and of Poor Law Guardians amongst us
and memories of the light industries that gave employment
to hundreds s!ll living?
Is it all lost?

2017 Part 1C_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:44 PM Page 69

Where
to
Next?
Birr na!ve, Tracey O’Brien (nee Kelly) lives in Birmingham,
England with her husband Dickie who hails from Roscrea.
The family make regular trips to Birr to catch up with
Tracey’s parents, John and Anne Kelly and the extended Kelly
clan as well as Dickie’s cousins including the Kirwin, Woods
and Byrne families. Here Tracey tells the story of how her
beau!ful daughter Niámh was diagnosed with au!sm but
didn’t let that stop her becoming an Olympic medallist!

specialist school for our daughter. We endured lengthy
ba%les with the Educa!onal Authority to secure a place at
the outstanding Pines Specialist Au!s!c School in
Birmingham. We fought and we won. We now had a
strengthened posi!ve vision for her future.
Moving forward we put our focus on social development and
spor!ng opportunity. We wanted our daughter to
experience life to its fullest. As an au!s!c child it would not
be a natural ins!nc!ve ability to develop in these areas as it
would be for a neurotypical child, but we knew with a
structured approach and the right opportunity there was so
much for her to enjoy.
We have been ac!vely involved in the GAA in Birmingham
for 21 years. Dickie no longer plays but now gives weekly
hurling training sessions at the club, training the under 10's
team. We wanted to give our daughter the same
opportunity Dickie was giving other children and families.
Accessing spor!ng opportuni!es now became our focus.
Unable to access the GAA we were signposted to Special
Olympics where our life journey changed forever.
Our first training session was an insight to a new journey of
growth that we were beginning. It was tough and scary and
Niámh struggled with understanding this new world. She
was upset and frightened and at !mes overwhelmed but we
could see beyond these small obstacles, we could see a
whole new world of hope and spor!ng opportunity and we
had sense of belonging.
And so the training commenced. We started weekly training
sessions at the athle!cs club and loved it. We wanted more.
We joined the Special Olympics swimming club and then
joined the Ski Club too. We con!nue to train with all three
spor!ng groups and remain steadfast in our commitment
and involvement with all three divisions.
As parents we became volunteers and Dickie became a
coaching assistant with the athle!cs club. Through the years
our passion and commitment to Special Olympics soared
and Dickie became Vice Chairman of Special Olympics City of
Birmingham.
Loving his new role and his involvement in his daughter’s
sports club, Dickie also learnt to ski and loved it too. He is
now the new Ski co‐ordinator for the Special Olympics West

ovember 8th 2005 was the most wonderful day of
our lives, it was the day we became parents to the
most beau!ful baby girl Niámh Annie O'Brien, fondly
known as Miss Fiﬃ Annie O'Brien. It was a magical day with
an extra element of excitement in the family as the first
granddaughter was welcomed into the Kelly/ O'Brien family
a#er the previous arrival of ten grandsons. Life was more
perfect that we could ever have wished for.
I had taken a year oﬀ work from my nursing career to spend
every moment of Niámh's first year with her, determined
not to miss a magical moment and to share every milestone
achieved in her first year of life. We were so excited about
parenthood and our new family life. Like every new parent
we couldn't wait to watch our daughter grow and blossom.
Excitedly, we dreamt of what she would become and how
we would encourage her to travel and discover our world.
Sadly this was not to be her des!ny.
Very early in Niámh's life we became aware she was not
developing typically and we sought medical input. Our fears
were confirmed when we were given a diagnosis of Au!sm.
In an instant our life's changed forever. The shock was
overwhelming. Though devastated, we were determined.
We focused our a%en!on on accessing the very best au!s!c
specialist input and therapies we could find. From a very
early age we had an extensive team of specialists work with
us. Our lives were now des!ned to be very diﬀerent.
Through tears, we made her a promise that she would have
the best life we could give her. We now shared our
daughter’s life and our future with au!sm. We were so
frightened, but we knew we s!ll had choices and making the
right choices would mean we could s!ll achieve a wonderful
life. We researched and fought for the very best au!s!c

N
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Midlands Ski Group. Today, Dickie
con!nues to occupy all of the
men!oned roles. He prides
himself on his ac!ve involvement
in Special Olympics and is focused
on suppor!ng and giving back to
the club for the posi!ve influence
it has given to our life with
au!sm.
In 2014 whilst organising birthday
celebra!ons for my 40th birthday,
I decided to do something
personally challenging and
meaningful. Instead of a party I
asked for sponsorship from
friends and family as I set a
personal challenge to run the
Dublin Marathon to raise
awareness and funds for Autusim
and the Special Olympics City of
Birmingham.
It became both a family and a
community event. Both my
brothers also ran the Dublin
Marathon and the shops, businesses and people of Birr and
Roscrea supported us as we hosted a quiz night in
Whelahan’s Pub in Birr to help us with our fundraising. As a
family we were overwhelmed by the level of support we
received from our home towns. Brian Whelahan compered
the night with great banter and cheer and the local
community joined in. It was a great success. All the money
raised in Ireland through sponsoring my brother and from
the quiz night (over €2,000) was donated in full to Au!sm
Ireland and the money we raised in Birmingham (nearly
£2,000 sterling) was donated to Special Olympics City of
Birmingham for new equipment.
As we approached the finishing line of the Dublin marathon
our family passed Niámh through the crowds of supporters
into my arms and together we crossed the finishing line.
Technically Niámh was the first to finish and she had a
marathon medal placed around her neck before any of us.
She is a proud marathon medallist as well as a double
Olympic medallist.
Compe!ng in the Great Britain Special Olympics Na!onal
Games in Sheﬃeld in 2017 has been life changing for us.
The success achieved has humility and humanity at its core.
Being part of an event where the last compe!tor receives
the greatest encouragement and the loudest cheer is
tes!mony to the calibre of the athletes and supporters
within the world of Special Olympics. The club exudes
kindness and it is kindness which inspires, mo!vates, and
creates a strong team. Kindness empowers people. That
kindness empowered Niámh to win her Olympic Medals.
Aged 11 years old and the youngest on the team her team
mates and supporters loudly and euphorically shouted out
her name with huge encouragement and pride. The loud
applause and screams of support seemed to echo
throughout the Olympic sized poolside as we watched
Niámh swim her fastest ever race and win gold.
The stadium was ecsta!c, I held my breath looking at Niámh
swimming for her life. 4 years of dedicated training and this
was her chance to show the world she was so much more

than au!sm.
Through
the
screams
of
encouragement
I
watched
intensely. It felt surreal. I knew
she could do it but this type of
pressure would be challenging for
anyone. My heart was racing as l
was willing my li%le girl to swim
with all her courage and
determina!on. And then...it was
all over... The clock was stopped.
Niámh had done it. She'd really
done it. Our girl had won Olympic
Gold. Her daddy and I cried with
pride. Dickie and Niámh hugged
by the poolside and jumped
triumphantly into the air. Au!sm
had not beaten us, it had
strengthened us. That a#ernoon
Niámh re‐entered the Olympic
sized pool to enter her second
race and she did it again. This !me
winning a Bronze Olympic medal.
The feeling we experienced that
day will stay with us forever. To us she has always been a
champion and now the world knows it too. Our brave,
determined daughter is oﬃcially an Olympic Champion.
Niámh con!nues to push boundaries, She horse rides with
the RDA (Riding for the Disabled), she has skied the Italian
Alps with Special Olympics Ski team, plays violin with a
Special Needs Group, is a Girl Guide (with extra support and
input) and has been chosen by the Birmingham Mail
Newspaper as An Inspira!onal Child of Birmingham for living
so posi!vely with Au!sm. In October this year we were
honoured to be invited by the Lord Mayor of Birmingham to
join her for a tea party in recogni!on of the outstanding
achievements Niámh and her team mates accomplished at
the Great Britain Special Olympics Na!onal Games 2017.
Au!sm has taught us invaluable life lessons. We can all push
boundaries, make a diﬀerence, empower, encourage and
help others to be%er their lives. Life is a journey we are all
learning from every day. Adversity has shown our family a
life journey of human strength and determina!on. No ego,
no bravado, just simple goodness and the will to help others
has given us the most amazing life. We no longer fear
au!sm, we embrace it. Our life is diﬀerent but not less and
through sheer determina!on and bravery our daughter has
led us to the Olympics showing the world with self‐belief,
determina!on and support anything is possible.
The reason for sharing our story is to give hope to other
families who are living with of au!sm. We have cried your
tears and lived your fears. We are an ordinary family living
with the extraordinary world of au!sm. But we are living
proof from pain comes courage and you must first be scared
before you are brave. To be our best we must make the
most of what we have. And even with the odds are stacked
against us, our daughter has shown the world that anything
is possible.
If we can have this level of fulfilment and achievement, you
can too.
So where to next Miss Fiﬃ Annie O'Brien.... our journey has
only just begun.
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Faces & Places
Can you identify the faces and places in the photos below?
Answers on page 137

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12
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BIRR GOLF CLUB
18 HOLE CHAMPIONSHIP PARKLAND COURSE
RANKED IN THE TOP 100 CLUBS IN IRELAND
VISITORS AND SOCIETIES WELCOME

FULL BAR & CATERING FACILITIES

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 2017.
WHY NOT ENQUIRE ABOUT OUR SPECIAL RATES FOR NEW MEMBERS. EASY PAYMENT OPTIONS AVAILABLE.

The Glenns, Birr

T:057 9120082

E:info@birrgolfclub.ie

W:www.birrgolfclub.ie

BRIAN

CENTRA
Tullamore Road, Birr, Co. Offaly.
Open from 07.00-22.00 Monday-Friday
08.00-22.00 Saturday-Sunday

Connaught Street, Birr.

For the cleanest and most efficient Topaz fuels
at competitive prices.
New Fresh 10"
Also enjoy a selection of Hot Mexican Wraps,
Southern Fried Chicken and freshly cooked meals
served daily by our attentive staff.

Come have a drink
in a relaxing
and cosy atmosphere

Why not sample our new
Full Bean, Frank and Honest,
Barista Quality Coffee
We have a range of Seasonal Non food Christmas
lines at great prices

NEW BRUSH WASH AVAILABLE

Tel: 057 9121349

Centra, Brighten up your day
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1917 IN THE LOCAL PAPERS
by Tony Hogan

Literary figures from Birr, Thomas Lalor Cooke who had died
in 1869 and Susan Mitchell, then s!ll alive, featured in an
ar!cle in the King’s County Chronicle. The following is an
extract from what ‘EM’ wrote:
Birr and the neighbourhood produced so very great stars
in a literary way … we come upon Thomas Lalor Cooke
who wrote his ‘Picture of Parsonstown’ and ‘History of
Birr’ in the garden of his house in Cumberland Street
where he did most of his literary work. This house
a#erwards became the Town and County Club which I am
told was more of a pub than a club. The revenue oﬃcers
have their oﬃces there now and there is s!ll le# in a niche
in the basement staircase a bust of Plato which I think
must have belonged to Cooke. The ‘History of Birr’ is a
most interes!ng book, principally compiled from ‘The Four
Masters’ and the works of Archdale. ‘The Picture of
Parsonstown’ has become exceedingly rare. I only know
of three copies and their possessors will not trust me with
a loan of one, so I cannot tell you anything about it, only
that Mr. Archie Wright has the original copper plates in his
possession. The engraving is extremely primi!ve.
Let me recommend you a few more good investments in
the book way. There is in Dublin a Miss Susan Mitchell who
used formerly reside in Birr. She lived in the house on the
site on which the Post Oﬃce is now built and enjoyed from
her bedroom a three‐quarter back view of the Duke of
Cumberland’s statue. I do not think she started her literary
career in Birr, being then principally engaged in having as
good a !me as she could in this dull li%le town. And I’m
told she succeeded very well too. Well, she went away and
now is one of the lionesses of Dublin. The lady writes very
decently in both prose and verse. She wrote an extremely
amusing book about George Moore and seems to
understand him very well. Among Miss Mitchell’s poems I
most enjoyed ‘The Living Chalice’. One only I disliked, ‘The
An! Recrui!ng Song,’ of which the less said the be%er.
What a pity Miss Mitchell le# Birr. How lovely it would be
to have a real live poetess walking around our Model
Town.

Bullocks for ploughing ‐ interes!ng Birr experiment
The King’s County Chronicle in March reported on the
diﬃcul!es of farming in war!me.
An interes!ng feature of the !llage movement in Ireland is
the use of bullocks for ploughing in some districts. Mr. J.
Wilmington of St. Kieran’s, Birr ordered a tractor and plough
… but pending its delivery, as soon as the frost broke up, he
got all the available teams of horses to work at his
ploughing, and in addi!on yoked some bullocks and heifers
which have been working with excellent results … Under
the Compulsory Tillage Regula!ons, (which he says he
hopes to exceed) he will have to !ll a total of over 700 acres
in 1917.
Birr fair
A Birr fair in March, according to the Midland Tribune
showed a substan!al improvement in the ca%le trade.
There was a good a%endance of buyers, and transac!ons
showed a brisker tone than has been the case since the
prices of ca%le were fixed by the Food Controller. First
class fat ca%le changed hands at prices up to £35. Second
class from £25 to £30. The demand for heavy ca%le was
good and a large number of the lighter quality was also
sold. High prices were realised for first class cows fetching
up to £35. Large number of lambs were oﬀered for sale,
and there were numerous buyers, prices ranging from 35s
to 45s and the best classes 50s each. Fat sheep were from
£4 to £5.
De Valera visits Tullamore
The Midland Tribune reported the rapturous welcome
accorded to Eamonn De Valera on his visit to Tullamore to
open An Aeridheacht (feis). He had just won the famous
1917 Clare by‐elec!on. People from Birr, Kinni%y, Kilcormac
and other local places took part in the enthusias!c fes!vi!es
with triumphal arches, Sinn Fein flags and ‘an abundance of
na!onal emblems’. Chairman Mr. TM Russell referred to Mr
De Valera as a ‘felon vic!m of the English dungeons’, ‘the
Hero of the Banner County, the patriot soldier of the Irish
Republic’. De Valera met with a thrilling ova!on, opened his
address in Irish but con!nued in English. He stressed the
progress of the Irish Language Movement which he believed
was ‘the bedrock founda!on of Irish Na!onality’ (cheers).
Any Irishman who believes in the des!nies of his country,
who believes that his country should be subject to no
na!on on earth … will see to it, if he can that he will be
acquainted with the language of his forefathers … he may
be the father of children, and it is his duty to see that they
are taught the Irish Language, and that his neighbours are
taught its value … it was from the Irish language
Movement arose that spirit of independence which
induced Irishmen to look forward and helped them. The
founda!on of that movement was the Gaelic League
(Hear, hear).
In a very lengthy speech, he covered the Great War, the
Peace Conference and cas!gated the deviousness of John
Bull.

Birr Boarded‐Out Children
At a mee!ng of Birr Board of Guardians, a report was
received from Miss Browne, a Local Government Inspector,
with regard to boarded‐out children. She declared,
There are at present 25 children boarded out. The
majority of the foster homes are excellent, a good many
of them being good farm houses. The present rate of
maintenance allowance is very poor, being about 3s. 1d
per week for each child. It is quite impossible to give a
growing child good nourishing food for this sum,
considering the high price of food at present. The clothing
allowance is also inadequate being at the rate of 30s per
annum … it is impossible to get any clothing that would
have any heat substance or wear in it for that sum … the
foster parents had supplemented the children’s supply of
clothing with things bought out of their own private
purses. This is not fair in the case of a poor woman.
Guardians considered the report sa!sfactory.
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TOM VAUGHAN TILING
Tiling Contractor
The Glebe House, Clareen,
Birr,
T. 00 353 5791 31022
F. 00 353 5791 31162
E. info@whitten.ie

General Haulage
Abnormal Loads
Boat Transportation

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL TILING
Telephone: 086 2528725
Email: tom2vaughan@gmail.com
Oxmantown Mall, Birr.

Visit our website
www.whitten.ie

PAT SCULLY
Heating & Plumbing
Contractor

Domestic and Industrial
Installation
Boiler Service
Pellet Boiler Installation

Suppliers of: AGGREGATES, CONCRETE
BLOCKS, CATTLE SLATS, LIQUID FLOOR
SCREED, PRECAST PRODUCTS.

Birr, Co. Offaly
Glebe Street, Birr

Tel: 057 9120156

Tel: 057-9121494
086-1644608

E:accounts@smythsconcrete.ie
W:www.smythssandandgravel.ie
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ST. BRENDAN’S BOYS PRIMARY SCHOOL

Junior Infants

Back Row (L to R): Ms. Ryan L. Byrne, K. Grubis, E. McGrath, S. Cleare, Y. Anspoks, L. Hayes, A. Khan,
L. Pilkington, S. Grennan, K. Kelly, J. Guinan, Ms. Maher.
Front Row: M.J. Gallagher, J. Gleeson, F. Sadowski, P. Mc Donagh, B. Fitzsimmons, S. Finnerty,
F. Keirns, R. Molloy, F. Whelahan.

6th Class

Back Row (L‐R): Mr. Cunningham , I. Doyle, R. Hanlon, S. Dillon, M. Kocius, A. Delaney, W. Parsons, S. McAulay,
C. Kelly, C. Kelly, M. Donoghue, T. Kaczmarczyk, M. Ciparis, A. Duﬀy.
Front Row: K. Shalloe, C. Greijmans, S. Flanagan, A. Molloy, K. Scully, K. Franks, A. Hansbury, D, Coughlan, A. Sullivan.
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Classic Cuts

OLIVER
DOUGLAS
& SONS

---------Forest View, Birr, Co. Offaly ---------

Specialising in
o Upstyles
o Cutting Styling
o Ladies & Gents

o
o
o

Clip Ins, Wigs & Hair Pieces

Opening Hours

HARDWARE
ERGAS AGENT
BUILDERS PROVIDERS
D.I.Y. CENTRE
ELECTRICAL GOODS

Wednesday 9.30am to 6pm
Thursday 9.30am to 6pm
Friday 9am to 7.30pm
Saturday 9am to 5pm

Early & Late Appointments
For bookings contact Linda
T: 057 91 21266
M: 086 370 5221

ROSCREA ROAD, BIRR

Home Call Outs Available for

Bridal Parties & Graduations

Tel: 057-9120049

Stockist of GHD - Resident Artist

MAC Make-Up - Ear Piercing

FIREPLACES & STOVES
KILLEEN RIVERSTOWN BIRR

Connaught Street, Birr
Open Tuesday Saturday

TEL: 057-9121009 or 086 3847114

Deposits Taken

Large showroom display of fireplaces
and stoves (boilered and non-boilered)
Fitting Service available

057 91 25505

SHOWROOM OPEN

Email: gemma@elyselectricalbirr.com
Find us on
Facebook

Monday Saturday 11am 5.30pm
Closed 1 -2 p.m.
Open Late Wednesday Night 8 -9 p.m.
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GAELSCOIL NA LAOCHRA

Students of Gaelscoil na Laochra 2017
Daltaí Gaelscoil na Laochra 2017

Bygone Days
Back Row (L to R): Michael Loughnane, Tom Mar"n, Pat Davis,
Seamus Verney, Frank Comiskey, Jimmy Tooher.
Front Row: Gerry Ryan Paddy Bergin Clement Davis,
Seamus Feehan, Brendan Mulhearn.

Congratula"ons to
Mick and Jennifer Coghlan
who celebrated their 45th
wedding anniversary in 2017.

BIRR Year Review 2017
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Connaught Street, Birr.

Aaron Whelehan
0873523169
BIRR SCHOOL
OF
MOTORING

BENNY LARKIN
Riverstown, Birr, Co. Offaly.

Driving Tuition
Car Supplied for Test
Gift Vouchers Available
R.S.A. Member
A.D.I. Registered

KITCHENS
STAIRS
SHOP FRONTS

Phone Louise on
087-8396814

PHONE
057-9121580
086-8727618
78

2017 Part 1C_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:44 PM Page 79

OXMANTOWN NATIONAL SCHOOL

Junior Infants

6th Class
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CARROLL

Bracken Blinds
All Blinds

Vertical

MONUMENTALS

Roller

Venetian Wooden
Velux Aluwood

Specialists in
HEADSTONES

Free Quotation
& Free Fitting

HEADSTONES SUPPLIED AND ERECTED
OLD HEADSTONES RENOVATED
INSCRIPTIONS AND CLEANING
SANDBLASTING

Mobile: 087-122 3384

Bracken Upholstery

Contact Mark

Re-Upholstery of Antique
and Modern Furniture
Bar Seating
3 Piece Suites a Specialty

BANAGHER RD., BIRR
TEL: 057-9122681
087-2958113

Whiteford, Birr
Tel/Fax: 057-9120620

Email: carrollmonuments@gmail.com

PHARMACY PLUS
VISION PLUS
GIFTS PLUS

PURCELL
SEAMLESS
GUTTERS LTD.

EMMET SQUARE, BIRR.
057 91 25560

ppbirr@gmail.com

SOFFIT
ALUMINIUM & UPVC

With sincere thanks to all our
customers for your support
over our first 10 years.

FREE QUOTATIONS

Time does fly 2006-2016...

EMMET STREET, BIRR

Tel: 057-9120748
Mob: 087-265 6247

better HEALTH
better VISION
better LIFE
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MERCY PRIMARY SCHOOL

Junior Infants

6th Class
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SINEAD RYAN
& ASSOCIATES
Chartered Certified Accountant
BUSINESS START UP ADVICE
BUDGET AND CASH FLOW PROJECTIONS
BOOK-KEEPING, VAT AND PAYROLL
ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION SERVICES
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL ATTENTION

Contact Details

Branch Phone Numbers

Sinead Ryan FCCA
Whiteford House, Whiteford,
Birr, Co. Offaly

Birr: 057-9120516
Ferbane: 087-0529395
Moate: 087-7925201
Roscrea: 0505-23733

Tel/Fax: 057-9120111
Mobile : 087-902 5238
Email:sinead@ryanandassociates.ie

Please call to your nearest shop for details of
business hours & services

D.R. TYRES &
GARAGE

W.K. FAYLE

Specialising in
Garage Repairs
Wheel Alignment
Tracking, Balancing
And all makes
of Exhausts

Hardware and Home Furnishings
(Main Street, Birr Tel/Fax: 057-9120055)

Hardware, Fuel, Furniture,
Flooring, Bedding, Giftware,
Rugs & Soft Furnishings

Stockists of all leading brands
Car Servicing, Repairs & Brake Pads

Now Stocking MCM Part-Worn Tyres

Massive Range To Choose From
At Unbeatable Prices

Syngefield, Birr

Email: fayleshw@gmail.com

TEL: 057-9121063

Follow us
on Facebook

MOBILE: 086-2530863
Email: desryan@msn.com

Serving the community for 195 years
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CRINKILL NATIONAL SCHOOL

Junior Infants
Back Row (L to R): Mrs Sandra Nolan Principal, Dominykas Cetver!nskas, Aimeé Scully, Adam Tooher, Killian O’Hare,
Joey Canham, Cillian Clery, Kajus Mar!nkevicius, Bébhinn Hoctor, Amelia McGlone, Emily Enright,
Gabrielle Mikuzyte, Ms Carmel Hannify SNA, Ms Michelle Kealey Teacher.
Middle Row: Eva Kingston, Aoibhinn O’Meara, Ellie Buckley, Caoimhe Murphy Hensey, Amber Lilly Spain,
Angeline Hutchinson, Leanne Maughan, Eileen McDonagh, Cliona Boyd, Ellen Mugan.
Front Row: Keelan Grogan Barnes, Shane Cummins, Oisin O’Meara, Nojus Tunyla, Tomas Zilinskas,
Antoni Sosowski, Sam Egan, Tadhg Parsons, Lily Johnson, Saoirse Sammon.

6th Class
Back Row (L to R): Mrs Sandra Nolan Principal, Jamie Corboy, Max Delaney, James Kiely, Ferdia Dickson, Cathal D’Arcy,
Stephen Kane, Ms Caitriona Callanan, Class teacher.
Front Row: Ciara Bradley, Keelin Murphy, Niamh Carroll, Rebecca Bracken, Chloe Burns, Caoimhe Loughrey, Annabel Haslam.
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Montessori School & Creche
Crinkill, Birr

057-9121568
087-2498427

Gallery Crafts & Design

Email: mariaryan2009@live.com

A treasure trove of Irish Crafts,
Design-led giftware, Jewellery &
Accessories in the Midlands

Catering for all your childs needs

Open 8 a.m. 6 p.m.

Montessori 9.30 a.m. 1.00 p.m.

For that Unique Shopping Experience

Full Day Care Service

Nobody does it like Hedgerows

After School Service All Schools Services
Children Taken to School and Picked Up
Homework Done & Snacks Provided

Tel: 057 91 22478
Email: hedgerows@eircom.net
Find us on Facebook

Joe Brophy
Plumbing & Heating
Contractor

J A M E S LU C E Y
& COMPANY SOLICITORS
TEL: 057-9120002

OIL

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE
OF LEGAL SERVICES
PROVIDED

HEATING PACKAGE UPGRADES

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL
& DOMESTIC

CUMBERLAND HOUSE
EMMET SQUARE
BIRR, CO. OFFALY

S.E.A.I. Registered
Lacka, Carrig, Birr.

Mob: 087-276 8148

Tel: 057-9120002 (5 lines)
Fax: 057-9121162
Email: info@luceylegal.net

Email: jvbrophy@gmail.com
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KILLEEN NATIONAL SCHOOL

Junior Infants

6th Class
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JOHN CLAFFEY

JOHN J. REEDY & CO.
SOLICITORS
All legal work undertaken in
an efficient manner

Fitted Kitchens, Bedroom Units,
Dining Room Suites,
Picture Framing,
Gates and all Household Furniture.

DESIGNED AND
MADE TO ORDER
Confidentiality Assured

Moorpark Street,
Birr,
Co. Offaly.

,
Birr
Tel: 057-9120774
Fax: 057-9121040

Tel: 057-9120233

Patrick McIntyre
& Sons Ltd.
Ballindown
Birr
Co. Offaly

Tel: 087 2226817
General Building Contractors
HOME BOND REGISTERED
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CARRIG NATIONAL SCHOOL

Junior Infants

6th Class
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J. J. Murphy & Sons
MOTOR ENGINEERS &
ENGINE RECONDITIONERS
Emmet Square, Birr
Tel: 057-9120108
Fax: 057-9121797
FOR ALL YOUR ENGINE RECONDITIONING NEEDS

SUPPLIERS OF: PISTONS, RING SETS,
GASKETS, OIL SEALS, TIMING BELTS
ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED
PRE NCT CHECK AND WORK CARRIED OUT
& UP-TO-DATE DIAGNOSTICS
CO TEST AND SMOKE ANALYSIS FOR PETROL
AND DIESEL

Tyres, Wheel balancing,
Mahle range of oil filters and
fuel filters in stock

Walsh

Plumbing and Heating Ltd.
Aiden Walsh - 086 2601023
Sean Walsh B. Eng. - 087 9036804

Walcot

Mechanical Services
Design and Installation

Bed & Breakfast

And Self-Catering

Georgian Townhouse set in
mature private gardens

Oil * Gas * Solid Fuel
* Solar Systems Installed

Oxmantown Mall, Birr, Co. Offaly

Water Pumps sales and service

Tel: 057- 9121247

Fax 0505 47299

Email: info@walcotbedandbreakfast.com
www.walcotbedandbreakfast.com

Email walshplumb@eircom.net

All Rooms En-suite
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ST. BRENDAN’S COMMUNITY SCHOOL

BIRR Year Review 2017

Ms. McGroary's CSPE class with Minister of State Deputy Marcella Corcoran‐Kennedy
when she visited as part of their Junior Cert. Democracy project.
Back Row (L ‐R):T. Delaney, A. deKruijﬀ, C. Lyons, E. Cooper, M. Doyle, A. Clancy, A.
Carroll, T. Loonam, M. Molloy, T. Kinsella, D. Briggs.
Middle Row: Tristan Murdock, K. Sloniec.
Front Row: M. Morrissey, C. Kearns, S. Cooke, S. Hutchinson, Minister Corcoran Kennedy,
L. Bergin, E. Harding, O. Campbell, G. Lyons, K. Dermody, I. McGroary, C. Hogan.

Aoife Kinahan and Rachael O'Sullivan
from the cast of 'Guys and Dolls'.

Lisa Grimes, Eve Murray, Grace
Cashen and Bríd Connors in costume
for 'Guys and Dolls'.
Eithne O' Brien RTE 'Prime Time' reported visited her old
school in December. She is pictured with Ming Loughnane
(Principal) Tom Foley (Re"red Principal),
Bro Denis (1st Principal) and Brian Hensey (Deputy‐Principal).

Prefects, Seamus Kinsella and Conor
Brummell part of the 'Guys and Dolls'
Front of House team

St. Brendan's entry in the
Junk Koture Compe""on
worn by Niamh Lyons.

Cillian O' Callaghan and John Grimes
exhibitors at St. Brendan's Community
School's Art Exhibi"on in Birr theatre and Arts
Center April 2017.
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Birr
‘Great food to go...’

You will also find in-store

• Great Special Offers • Grocieries •
• Newsagents • Hot Food • Wine • Deli •
• Coal & Briquetes • Lotto •
Johns Place, Birr, Co. Offaly

Horan’s Daybreak Birr open 7 days a week

COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Birr Stage Guild
Since 1958

Birr, Co. Offaly

Plays, Musicals
als,, Youth Project
ectss
Dance
ce,, Festivals and Good Olde Days

Ph: 057-9120510
Fax: 057-9122482

Something for everyone!

Birr Stage Guild are always welcoming of new
members. Make 2018 the year you join. Onstage,
backstage, set building, costumes, props or PR and

Email: info@stbrendanscsbirr.ie
SERVING THE EDUCATIONAL
NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY

Come and join the drama!!
All welcome

Broadest range of subjects and
course choice at Junior Certificate
and Leaving Certificate

Birr Stage Guild

@birrstageguild

A caring community of learning with
a focus on individual development.

Chairperson: Adrian Sheils 087 6323186
Hon. Secretary: Nuala Hogan 087 6630333
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ST. BRENDAN’S PARISH
he ancient Parish of Birr owes its founda!on to the
establishment of St. Brendan’s Monastery in the 6th
century. In 2017 we celebrated another milestone in
the long history of the parish, with the bicentenary of the
laying of our Parish Church’s founda!on stone. On August
1st 1817 the founda!on stone of St. Brendan’s Church was
laid by Lord Oxmantown, on the site donated by his father.
This year on the exact date we were indebted to Birr
Historical Society for leading the celebra!on with a lecture
on the building’s history by its President Brian Kennedy. It
was a memorable evening for the large gathering present
and greatly enhanced by the musical contribu!ons of
parishioners Sarah‐Gene Loughnane, Michal Campbell and
church organist Enda O’Connor. As a Parish we were
honoured to have the presence of Lord and Lady Rosse,
Viscount De Vessey and Lord Oxmantown on the occasion.
Their family donated the site in 1817 and have maintained
close friendship with the Roman Catholic Parishioners over
the intervening two centuries.

under the auspices of the Pastoral Council. At a well‐
a%ended public mee!ng in May, a number of local groups
came along and expressed interest in using the hall. It was
clear there was support for the interim commi%ee. At the
!me of going to press it is great to report that the new
commi%ee are proving most successful in their endeavours
to make the hall a viable concern. It was great to see the
Stage Guild return to the Marian Hall, in January for a highly
successful produc!on of ‘Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolour Dreamcoat’. People are reminded the hall is
available for hire.
We had a busy month of May with two Confirma!ons to
facilitate the children of the five Parish Roman Catholic
Primary Schools and the Parish Prepara!on Programme. As
in recent years Fr. David Carroll administered the sacrament.
Next year we will return to a more tradi!onal pa%ern, when
Bishop Fintan Monaghan will preside at two Confirma!on
Ceremonies in April. We also had two First Holy
Communions in Birr and one in Carrig.
Sadly during the year we had a large number of funerals in
the parish with over 60 parishioners passing to their final
Heavenly reward. On a more joyful note we had an
increased number of wedding ceremonies. Some of the
weddings were of couples from outside the parish who
decided to celebrate their weddings in the Birr area.
Bap!sms con!nued twice monthly over the year, with the
Bap!smal team a great help in prepara!on for the
sacrament.
The changes necessary to face the reality of the reduced
number of priests ac!ve in the parish, con!nued over the
last twelve months. At present Fr. David Carroll P.P. and Fr.
Michael Reddan S.V.D. are the only priests serving the large
Parish of Birr. We were lucky to have the support of a
number of visi!ng priests during the year. The Parish
Pastoral Council also decided to form a Funeral Team to
ini!ally help with Funeral Masses. Their role may expand
over !me. A group are also examining the !ming of weekend
Masses. The prac!ce of having Sunday funerals will be
examined on liturgical grounds.
As the autumn progressed the prepara!ons commenced for
next year’s ‘World Mee!ng of Families’, and the an!cipated
visit of Pope Francis to Ireland. These developments will
obviously grow in the coming months.
The ques!on of clergy accommoda!on remains a live one.
The Pastoral Council have decided not to proceed with the
sale of any property pending a major Diocesan review of
cluster areas and clergy deployment, due in the near future.
The parish is greatly indebted to the many groups of
parishioners who follow their bap!smal calling to be ac!ve
in parish aﬀairs. So many individuals give unselfishly of their
!me to aid the smooth running of parish ac!vi!es. Without
their contribu!on the Parish could not func!on.
Birr Parish extends every blessing to our parishioners and
wider diaspora for a happy Christmas and healthy 2018.

T

Taking part in the celebra"on marking the 200th anniversary
of the laying of the founda"on stone were Jimmy Shor%
(Secretary Birr Historical Society), Sarah‐gene Loughnane
(Soloist), Teresa Ryan‐Feehan (PRO Birr Historical Society),
Michael Campbell (Soloist), Enda O'Connor (Church Organist)
and Brian Kennedy (President Birr Historical Society).

On December 3rd the liturgical celebra!on of the
bicentenary will take place when the Bishop of Killaloe, Most
Rev. Fintan Monaghan will be chief‐celebrant at the 12 noon
Mass. He will be joined by priests who are na!ves of Birr
Parish and those who served in Birr over the years.
As part of the 200th anniversary celebra!ons the Pastoral
Council decided to redecorate the interior of St. Brendan’s
Church. The building was last repainted in 2001. In
September the pain!ng commenced with local firm of Noel
Coughlan the main contractors. We are greatly indebted to
the Marian Hall Commi%ee for facilita!ng weekday Masses,
during the period of repain!ng.
During the course of 2017 the Pastoral Council addressed
the future of the Marian Hall’s management. Following the
explora!on of the op!on of a voluntary group managing the
hall, it was decided to retain management of the facility
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Railway Road, Birr

Open 24 Hrs
Petrol, Diesel, Oils.
Lottery Agents
Car Wash
Newsagents, Domestic Fuel,
Grocery, Tobacco
Weekly Specials
Rewards Cards
Tel 057-9122519

BIRR, CO. OFFALY

Hackney Service
4, 7 & 8 Seater
087 4187479
20 YEARS SERVICE TO
LOCAL COMMUNITY
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BIRR METHODIST CHURCH

Mall, Birr) as a li%le boy with his parents, Rev. Winston and
Blanche Graham. Rev. Winston founded the Birr Choral
Society over forty years ago.
Methodists joined the other denomina!ons for the BCT
Advent sessions of “Hearing, Happening, Hoping – Mee!ng
God in the Word”.
Methodists hosted the annual ecumenical Carol Service in
St. Brendan’s C of I church on 17 December. Claudia Meium
from the Irish School of Ecumenics who had accompanied
Birr Churches Together on their par!cipa!on in the Lundt
Project was thanked for all her work and encouragement.
Wishing everyone a very happy Christmas and peaceful New
Year.
God bless,
Clodagh Yambasu (Rev.)

he Methodist Church in Birr hosted the Birr Churches
Together ecumenical Quiet !mes for Prayer and
Reflec!ve music for Lent.
On 26 March, Charlo%e Chris!e, granddaughter of Brian and
Ruth Haslam and great‐granddaughter of Vera Haslam was
bap!sed.
In the beginning of May Methodist ministers from the
Midlands and Southern District came to Birr for their annual
Retreat Day. They listened to a talk on Cel!c Chris!anity
given by Rev. Irene Morrow. Following dinner in the County
Arms, they visited Birr Castle Gardens.
The congrega!on of Birr Church of Ireland joined Methodists
in the Methodist church for a service of Holy Communion on
2 July and then enjoyed cha(ng together over dinner in the
County Arms.
Birr Methodist helped out on the Methodist Church in
Ireland stand at the Ploughing Championships in Tullamore
in September.
In October the President of the Methodist Church in Ireland,
Rev. Dr. Laurence Graham, was warmly welcomed back to
preach at the annual Harvest Thanksgiving. He had lived in
the former Methodist Manse (now the Stables, Oxmantown

T

Fágaim síocháin agaibh;
tugaim mo shíocháin daoibh
Peace I give to you,
My peace I give you.

Birr Churches Together
"Quiet "mes for Prayer and Reflec"ve music for Lent" (April 2017)
in the Methodist church, Birr.

John 14:27

Photo by Arthur Guest

Charlo%e Chris"e on her Bap"sm day with her
parents Colin and Janet and sister Rebecca.
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DECLAN PHELAN
ME
ENSWEAR
Connaught Street, Birr.

TEL: 087-9241188
Stockists of Leading Brands in

Gift Vouchers Available

Also carrying A Wide Range of
Footwear & Accessories

Hours : 8.00 am 6.00pm Age : 2-5 years
Morning Session : 9.15 am 12.30pm
Afternoon Session : 1.30 pm 6.00pm
Homework Club Afterschool Care
N.C.N.A. Member I.P.P.A. Member

Busy Bodies
MONTESSORI SCHOOL
At: Killeen, Rathcabbin

HEALTH BOARD APPROVED
Phone Ann

057 9121842 :-: 087-9625218

Killeen Bearings
& Motor Factors Ltd.
Killeen
Birr
Co. Offaly

Tel: 057 91 20456
Mobile: 087 686 2814
Fax: 057 91 20985
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BIRR CHURCH OF IRELAND
As the year 2016 drew to a close, St Brendan’s Church of
Ireland con!nued its Bicentenary celebra!ons. On Sunday,
the 6th of November, our Bicentenary Fes!val Eucharist was
held, with the Most Reverend Richard Clarke, Archbishop of
Armagh and Primate of all Ireland as the preacher. Our own
Bishop, the Right Reverend Kenneth Kearon, was the
celebrant, and the music was led by the Birr Choral Society.
Following the service, the congrega!on was invited to a
recep!on at Birr Castle, by kind permission of the Earl and
Countess of Rosse.
On Saturday, the 10th of December, the Guinness Choir from
Dublin came to St Brendan’s to perform Handel’s ‘Messiah’,
with our own Birr Choral Society joining in for the
performance of the ‘Hallelujah Chorus’. Listening to
‘Messiah’ is an experience of worship as much as
entertainment, and we are very grateful to all who took part.
In the Church of Ireland, the ministry of ordained priests is
supplemented by Diocesan Lay Readers. These are
commissioned by the Bishop to lead non‐sacramental
worship, to preach sermons, and to assist clergy in
celebra!ng the Eucharist. They are also authorised to take
services in other parishes as the need arises. For the past
several years, Mr David Frizelle has been our Diocesan
Reader for the Birr Group of Parishes. On the 19th of
February, our second Diocesan Reader, Mrs Norma‐Jean
Carney was commissioned by Bishop Kenneth in a special
ceremony in St Mary’s Cathedral in Limerick. We are grateful
to our Diocesan Readers for the work they do in leading
worship in our parishes.
Our annual Parish Summer Fete was held on Sunday, 11th
June in Oxmantown School. Though the forecast made us
fearful of another deluge like the one we endured the
previous year, on the day the weather was almost perfect.
Many thanks to all our volunteers who spent many hours
se(ng up the various stalls and ac!vi!es, running them on
the day, and disassembling them a#erwards.
Bishop Kenneth Kearon came to Birr for Confirma!on on
Sunday, 18th June. Candidates from Birr, Clonfert, and
Shinrone Groups of Parishes were confirmed together in a
joyful celebra!on of the Holy Eucharist, in which the
candidates took an ac!ve role in leading parts of the service.
Congratula!ons on our newly‐confirmed, as they took on
their bap!smal promises for themselves
On Saturday, 1st July, some 33 intrepid souls from the Birr
Group of Parishes travelled to the Burren in County Clare,
stopping at the ruins of Corcomroe Abbey and Kilmacduagh

Cathedral, having a picnic lunch at the seaside, then on to
Kilfenora Cathedral for a service of Compline, and ending up
back in Birr for dinner at Dooly's Hotel. Many thanks to
Salters Sterling, our fearless tour leader, and to Lady Rosse
and Michael Hanna, who shared some of their knowledge of
botany and geology to explain both the flowers of the
Burren and how they were represented in stone by the
medieval stone masons, and how the unusual limestone
forma!ons in the Burren were formed. Thanks as well to
Jackie, our talented bus driver, for his amazing skill on small
roads and steep hills. A great !me, as they say, was had by
all!
Sunday, 2nd July, the day a#er the pilgrimage, we had a joint
service with the congrega!on of Birr Methodist Church,
followed by Sunday lunch in the County Arms Hotel in Birr,
and posing for a group picture for posterity. Many thanks to
the Revd Clodagh Yambasu and her congrega!on for the
invita!on to worship with them.
On Saturday, 8th July, our parishioners Amy Donoghue and
Derek Harvey were married in St Brendan’s Church.
Archdeacon Carney was the celebrant, and their daughter
Isabel was one of the flower girls. The recep!on followed in
Dooly’s Hotel. Congratula!ons to the happy couple as they
begin their married life together.
Once again Willie and Phyllis Wolfe organised our
fundraising dance, which was held in Dooly's Hotel on
Thursday, 14th September. It was an enjoyable evening, and
over €1000 was raised for the church repair fund!
The church in Birr was open every a#ernoon during both Birr
Vintage Week and Heritage Week. A large number of visitors
came through the doors and had a look around our beau!ful
building. Many thanks to Salters Sterling, who prepared a
revised leaflet on the history of the church, and to all who
came as ‘church‐si%ers’ while the doors were open.
Frank and Chris Holloway came to the service in Birr Church
on Sunday, 10th September, where they were married
exactly fi#y years earlier. Congratula!ons and best wishes
on their reaching this milestone.
Birr Churches Together has for several years been a vehicle
for closer ecumenical co‐opera!on among the Roman
Catholic, Methodist, and Church of Ireland congrega!ons in
Birr. Ms Claudia Meium has now departed as our facilitator,
and we thank her for all she did, and wish her well in her
future endeavours. The clergy and people of Birr will
con!nue to work together as the People of God in our
community for the years to come.

Methodist and Church of Ireland congrega"ons on the 2nd of July, following a joint service and meal together.
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Lead advisors to mid-market businesses
with offices in Offaly, Laois and Dublin
For Consultation on your business needs contact
Suzanne O'Neill or Deirdre Reid at our Birr Office

RSM Ireland
Birr Technology Centre, Birr, Co. Offaly
T: +353 (0) 57 912 5662 |E: soneil@rsmireland.ie |W: www.rsmireland.ie

057 912 0259
086 410 6220
Website: www.mercyprimaryschool.ie
Email: camcor@mercyprimaryschool.ie
Established in 1840 by Catherine McAuley, Foundress of the
Sisters of Mercy for the education of girls.
Mercy Primary School is a vibrant, Catholic parish school. We
provide a happy, secure and friendly environment where learning is
paramount. Our students are encouraged and respected for their
uniqueness and we promote tolerance, understanding and diversity
throughout our school.
Our students have access to a wide range of activities throughout
the year. We have chess, gymnastics, pottery, table quizzes,
swimming and music. We play camogie and tag- rugby, which cater
for all interests. The school choir, formed in January 2013, is one
of the highlights of our school.
Visit our website!
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50

Celebrating
Years
of Marriage in 2017

Sean & Patricia Maher,
Cappaneale, Birr
who were married in the Church of the Assumption,
Tullamore on 21st October 1967

Paddy & Antoinette Grogan,
Racepark, Clareen
who were married in
Church, Birr
th
on 8 August 1967.

Celebrating

60 Years
of Marriage in
2017
Paddy & Louie Grealy,
Oxmantown Mall, Birr
who were married in Dunmore, Co. Galway
on April 29th 1957
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Congratulations
Kasia Kolodziejczyk
& Derek Cooke

Emma Bailey
& Padraig Ryan

Patricia Silke
& Eoin Sullivan

Michelle Danagher
& James Gallagher

Clodagh Keane
& Kyle Rees

Amy Haslam
& Conor Hatton

Chanel Murphy
& Barry Larkin

Carol Stephens
& Brendan Delaney

Edel Byrne
& Damien Murray

Ena Brophy
& Damien Dooley

Michelle Guidera
& Vladimir Targonskyi

Mhuire Deegan &
Pawel Romanowski

Laila Fernandez
& William Bergin

Denise Coughlan
& Aidan Brankin
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Weddings 2017
Emma Brown
& David Flahert
her y

Denise Kelly
& James Corrigan

Roser Sanchez
& John Feehan

Marian Bergin
& Frank Pilkington

Fiona Lacy

Trish Shelly

Sonia Dolan
& Joseph Dunican

Karen Byrne
& James Butler

Kelly Bennett
& Edward Richardson

Dana Donnelly
& Karl Burke

Gillian Tuc
Tu ker
& John Havert
Haver y

Kate Ryan
& Aaron Sullivan

Ann Bergin
& Anthony Flood

Amanda Clarke
& David McEvoy

Olive Hayes
& Stuart Devine
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Congratulations
to these couples who celebrated their

40

th

Wedding
Anniversary

Jimmy & Jenny Bennett
Hollypark Drive, Birr

John & Pauline Murphy
McAuley Drive, Birr

Gerry & Phyl Corcoran
, Birr
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BIRR THEATRE & ARTS CENTRE
2017 at Birr Theatre & Arts Centre will live long in the
memory, that’s for sure. This year, we welcomed
interna!onal football legend Ian Rush. We hosted an
unforge"able celebra!on of the 21st anniversary of Jellylegs
with our beloved Mundy. We were enraptured as Michael
Harding recounted Talking With Strangers. Tickets for the
return of We Banjo 3 were like gold dust while the return of
beloved Birr actor Des Keogh in The Quiet Land is also
another gli"ering highlight of the year past.

Pictured before the Ian Rush Show are
Mary O'Dwyer, Rebecca Kelly, Anne Coughlan, Ian Rush,
Emma Nee Haslam, Maeve Larkin, Pa" Grogan and
Elizabeth Fogarty

Who’d have thought Ian Rush would ever end up in Birr?
Well, in January 2017, the Liverpool and Wales legend did
when he graced our stage to a fervent audience of lifelong
local fans. An absolute gent, he posed with hundreds of
people for specially commissioned pictures before partaking
in a rive!ng Q & A with RTÉ presenter Shay Byrne.
Another legend, albeit in quite a diﬀerent suite, Bosco also
played to a packed house here in January. The show was one
of the many highlights of jam‐packed children’s programme
of events throughout the year, which also included the
return of the London based PWC Players with their panto
Hansel & Gretel and the 11th edi!on of Hullabaloo! Oﬀaly’s
Children’s Arts Fes!val.
Theatre lovers were again spoiled for choice this year.
Na!onal treasures Jon Kenny and Mary McEvoy returned
with John B Keane’s The Successful TD. Indeed, it was so
much in demand an extra performance had to be added. The
aforemen!oned The Quiet Land with Des Keogh and Derry
Power and wri"en by Nenagh man, Malachy McKenna was
also packed to the ra%ers.
Two of Ireland’s leading theatre companies were also in
town during Scripts Ireland’s Playwri!ng Fes!val in July.
Fishamble were here with their lauded produc!on of The
Humours of Bandon while it was a treat for our younger
audience members when Branar, Ireland’s mul!‐lingual
children’s theatre company, performed the li"le gem, The
Elves & The Shoemaker.
On the music front Sharon Shannon, Tommy Fleming, Jack L,
We Banjo 3 and soprano Sandra Oman & Simon Morgan, in
a beau!ful tribute MGM legends Jeane"e MacDonald and

BIRR Year Review 2017

Nelson Eddy were also some of the performers who played
to packed houses. But it was Birr’s Dickie Donnelly who must
take the plaudits for nearly blowing the roof oﬀ when had
the whole place rocking for his debut performance alongside
the 16‐strong big band, Route 66. We were also delighted
to welcome home from Australia, one of our own, Roesy,
who stopped oﬀ for a beau!ful in!mate gig in July.
Another sumptuous musical occasion here was Lunch!me
Cabaret during Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes!val. The
performance included the magical pairing of Birr’s
interna!onal baritone John Molloy and fellow performer
and Birr na!ve Anne Hogan but also served as a surprise
80th birthday celebra!on for one of the founders of Birr
Theatre & Arts Centre, Tony Hogan.
This year, we also welcomed record numbers across our
ever‐expanding schedule of Birr‐centric fes!vals. We co‐
ordinated the inaugural Birr Fes!val of Music & Voice, were
key players in the biggest ever programme for Scripts
Ireland’s Playwri!ng Fes!val and were also at the heart of
the ac!vi!es for this year’s OFFline Film Fes!val.
It was also a very proud day for the theatre when we hosted
the judges in the IPB Pride of Place Awards 2017. The town
was nominated by Oﬀaly County Council in the Crea!ve
Place category and we were delighted to be leading the bid
alongside a number of ar!sts, community groups and other
ins!tu!ons in the town. We are s!ll wai!ng with bated
breath to see if we’ve come out on top.

We Banjo 3

Birr Theatre & Arts Centre is a community enterprise run by
a voluntary Board of Directors and Management employing
six people. The team is led by Venue Manager Emma Nee
Haslam and also includes Mary O’Dwyer, Anne Coughlan,
Rebecca Kelly, Fernando Vieira and David Weymes.
The theatre acknowledges the support from its voluntary
ushers and front of house team; Oﬀaly County Council, The
Arts Council, Pobal Community Service Programme for
ongoing funding; and you, the audience, for whom the
business exists.
This year, Birr Theatre & Arts Centre celebrated 17 years of
business and welcomed our 200,000th customer. As our
audience numbers con!nue to grow and our programme of
events rapidly expands, we have big plans for 2018;
con!nued work on our facade restora!on, dressing rooms,
new ligh!ng system etc. It’s an exci!ng phase in the history
of the theatre and we would like to thank all our patrons for
being part of it.
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Talk to Lorraine Cor
Corcoran
in our Birr branch today
076 6240544
Lorraine_m.Corcoran@boi.com
Lending criteria and terms and conditions apply.
Bank of Ireland Mortgage Bank trading as Bank of Ireland Mortgages and The Mortgage Store is reggulated by the Central Bank of Irelannd.

Central Educational & Office Supplies
Tel: 057 9122220
E-mail: sales@kellysceos.ie
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Website: www.kel
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Birr Mental Health Associa#on accep#ng new bus in May 2017
(Lto R): Angela Ryan, Pauline Cleary, Josephine Burke, Claire Hernon, Jackeline Conneely,
David Bray, Veronica Flannery, Mary Turley and Yvonne Guinan.

BIRR MENTAL HEALTH
Birr Mental Health Associa!on aim to promote a posi!ve
awareness to mental health and encourage community
understanding and acceptance of mental illness.
As always, Birr Mental Health Associa!on had a very busy
2017. As in the past we supported people with mental health
diﬃcul!es during the year. We sponsored the annual holiday
to Galway, where service users had a relaxing stay at the
Menlo Park hotel and this year we visited the Aran Islands.
Our members along with clients a"ending Community
Mental Health Centre were also given the opportunity to
enjoy some day trips to Knock, Shopping Trips, Cinema and
Birr Theatre.
Friends and members of Birr Mental Health Associa!on took
part in the VHI Ladies Mini Marathon in June and
successfully raised funds to support many of our projects run
by the Birr Community Mental Health Centre. Our major
project this year was to fund raise and acquire a new mini
bus for the Community Mental Health Centre which we
received in May. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank all those involved in fundraising for Birr Mental Health
Associa!on throughout the year.
In conjunc!on with the Na!onal Concert Hall we facilitated

an 8 week percussion group for people a"ending the
community mental health centre and in November, a further
8 week programme started.
It is important that we educate our young people on the
importance of mental health awareness, introduce a culture
of understanding, and teach young people to build
emo!onal intelligence and resilience.
Again, this year we have Christmas Cards for sale from the
Community Mental Health Centre, Wilmer Road or from any
member of the Birr Mental Health Assoca!on. These are
hand painted scenes by Frank Gallagher, a local ar!st, who
previously showed his work in our art exhibi!on.
We con!nue to support deserving cases locally by providing
hampers at Christmas, fuel vouchers and other appropriate
ways.
Once again, we completed our year as always with the
annual Christmas party in Dooley’s which was a fantas!c
fes!ve night of fun and dance for everyone involved.
For further informa!on you may contact us by phoning
05791 20540/ 05791 20576 or call to CMHC, Wilmer Rd.,
Birr. Our mee!ngs take place on 2nd Tuesday of each month
at 8pm in above centre. New members always welcome.

BIRR NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
In 1994 Birr Neighbourhood Watch was set up by a group of to see if your elderly neighbour is ok? Very largely this is
volunteers under the auspices of an Garda Síochana to what considerate neighbours do for each other.
provide a service to the people of Birr.
Our AGM is held each year and a commi"ee is elected from
Music and fun at the session
For the elderly in the Birr urban area we provide addi!onal people a"ending, i. e. Chairperson, Vice Chairperson etc.
security in the form of pendent alarms, security ligh!ng, The date for our next AGM will be published in the local
door locks and door chains. We raise funds through our press. We look forward to seeing you there.
church gate collec!ons in November, a bingo night in the
Marian Hall and an Easter raﬄe. Prizes are provided by the
local businesses for our bingo raﬄe and Easter raﬄe for
which we are really grateful.
Neighbourhood Watch is not a vigilante organisa!on and
does not support taking individual ac!on against
wrongdoers, and, as always, all suspicious ac!vity must be
reported to an Garda Síochana.
Do you have elderly neighbours living in your street? Could
you possibly check on them twice a week? If you have door
to door salesmen coming around your area, do you check
103
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BIRR TRAVELLER AND SETTLED PEOPLES’ GROUP
Shortage of accommoda!on has dominated the monthly
mee!ng agenda of the Birr Traveller and Se"led Peoples'
Group in 2017. It is not surprising that this should be so
because Co. Oﬀaly has a housing list with 1,800 names on it
and Birr is just as aﬀected as the rest of the county. Of those
1,800 names a percentage larger than their representa!ve
percentage generally in the county are Traveller names. As
homelessness in Dublin dominates the na!onal media
headlines more local reality receives li"le publicity.
The concern in Birr is that the Group Housing Scheme for
6/8 Traveller families approved by the Co. Council in its 2014
Traveller Accommoda!on Plan which is supposed to be
completed in 2019 has not yet reached the point where
there is an approved site for the houses. This fact together
with the fact that rising rents which aﬀect everybody is
causing growing frustra!on in the Travelling Community in
Birr.
Our mee!ngs have inves!gated some of the causes of
growing homelessness. What we have discovered is quite
surprising and worth sharing. We have discovered that
na!onally there is an accumulated fund of some
€55,000,000.00 not drawn down by Local Authori!es
specifically for the provision of Traveller accommoda!on. It
is designated money and cannot be used for anything else.
We have discovered also that the processes involved in a
Local Authority receiving permission from central
government to proceed to building stage take two years
with at least a further 18 months to comple!on and
occupa!on. We have discovered also that there is a residual
prejudice in the Se"led Community against Travellers which
makes it very diﬃcult for our Public Representa!ves to take
the decisions necessary to the acquiring of land for Traveller
accommoda!on. Taken in conjunc!on these discoveries
have made for sober reflec!on in the Group and have
caused the Group to dedicate its October mee!ng to
discovering more about CENA, the Government supported
ini!a!ve, to secure best interna!onally standards in the
provision of Traveller specific accommoda!on so that what
is built in Birr is of the highest order as befits a leading
Heritage Town.
The November mee!ng was devoted to a considera!on of
Human Rights and Equality as provided for in Ireland's
legisla!on, laws and prac!ce for good and all as the Birr

community is there are s!ll pockets of discriminatory
prejudice among us. Our now annual Christmas Cake Baking
Par!es were also a feature of our autumn programme.
Na!onwide Birr has an outstanding reputa!on for good
Traveller/Se"led rela!ons. Our Traveller Hal!ng Sites at
Millbrook Park and Crochan Road are held up as models of
good prac!ce and good living and visited as such. They are
permanent features of the total Birr community in which we
can take pride. Their se"ledness has allowed two
genera!ons of young Travellers to enjoy the benefits of
con!nuous educa!on and now to par!cipate successfully in
general community ac!vity. The annual display of Traveller
art and cra% work in Gerry Dolan's Garage windows in Main
Street is now a regular feature of Vintage Week and this year
it was the Birr Traveller and Se"led Peoples' Group privilege
to have the window ready for par!cipa!on in Birr's entry for
the Pride of Place compe!!on. Vintage Week was also
celebrated with the showing of the first episode of John
Connors film on Travellers in Ireland at the end of which
there was a facilitated discussion between the actor, his
grandmother and the audience.
That discussion demonstrated the deep frustra!on and
anger which exists in parts of the Travelling Community in
Oﬀaly as a result of the accommoda!on issues referenced
earlier in this piece. Birr Boxing Club originally sponsored by
the Birr Traveller and Se"led Peoples' Group is another
excellent example of the value of respec)ully integrated
rela!ons from which Birr 20:20 also benefits. It is the
objec!ve of the Birr Traveller and Se"led Peoples' Group to
work for the benefit of the whole community of Birr while
respec!ng and indeed enriching the values of diversity. The
Group is planning to explore in 2018 the recently published
findings of a gene!c blood research project in the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland which shows the Traveller
Blood Line and the Se"led Blood Line to have diverged 12
genera!ons ago. The implica!ons of this research result are
poten!ally enormous. We will share them with Birr Review
Readers next year.
Salters Sterling.
Chair, Birr Traveller and Settled Peoples' Group.

Birr Packaging

Old Railway Yard, Roscrea Road, Birr
Tel : 057-9121187
Mobile: 086-3596749
:-: Supplier of Plastic and Paper Packaging to Wholesale & Retail Outlets :-:
* Black Refuse Sacks * Wrapping * Printing *
* Manufacturing Plastic Cutlery & Paper Plates *
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Par#cipants in Birr Historical Society's guided tour of Clonoghill Cemetery in July 2017.

BIRR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2017 has seen Birr Historical Society going from strength to
strength with the comple!on of yet another very successful
year.
The aim of the Society is to promote the history of the town
of Birr and its hinterland. We are delighted to see a great
resurgence in interest in local history in recent !mes. This is
evident by the increased numbers a"ending our mee!ngs.
Our monthly mee!ngs are held in the comfortable
surroundings of the County Arms Hotel. The Society would
like to acknowledge the Loughnane Family and their staﬀ in
The County Arms, for their help and assistance to us over
the year. This is greatly appreciated
As with previous years there was a wide and varied
programme of talks during the season, as we a"empt to
cater for all interests of our members.
In September 2016 we began our 2016/2017 season of talks
when our President Brian Kennedy spoke about the Leinster
Regiment and its connec!ons with Crinkill, Birr and Roscrea.
October gave us Roscrea Historian Joe Coughlan, who gave
us a very detailed talk on the fascina!ng history of Roscrea
town and its surroundings.
November brought Rosemary Raughter from Wicklow town,
she spoke on the courtship between her grandmother Sarah
(Sis) Whelan and her future husband Tom Eades. The talk
en!tled “With Best Love Sis, A Parsonstown Courtship 1898
– 1901”. This story is covered in detail elsewhere in this
Review.
In December, we held our now annual Christmas Dinner in
the County Arms Hotel which again was well a"ended and
enjoyed by all. At our December mee!ng Amanda Pedlow
(Oﬀaly Heritage Oﬃcer) presented the Oﬀaly Heritage
Plan2016 – 2020. This was well received and led to a lively
ques!on and answer session a%erwards.
2017 opened with local jeweller Paul Barber presen!ng a

At the guided tour of historical graves in Clonoghill Cemetery
in July are Brian Kennedy, Brendan Fogarty, Mar#n Roberts,
Bill Scully and Jimmy Shor".

At Amanda Pedlow's talk on the
slide show on “Postcards of
Oﬀaly Heritage Plan are Front:
Birr”. This drew a very large
Josephine Mar#n, Amanda Pedlow,
crowd to our January
Teresa Ryan‐Feehan.
mee!ng. Following the
Back: Jimmy Shor",
mee!ng there was a great
Brian Kennedy, John Wra&er.
par!cipa!on from the
audience as the postcards
jogged their memories of
Birr in !mes past.
The month of February
brought local historian
James Scully, with a talk
en!tled “Anthony Trollope
and Charlo"e Bronte, their
Banagher Connec!ons”.
This was a great insight
into the associa!on of two
literary giants with the town of Banagher.
In March, Brian Pey gave a very informa!ve talk en!tled
“Eglish Families and their Birr Connec!ons”. It was amazing
to learn of so many links between the two parishes. Some
prominent nineteenth century families who originated in
Eglish, for example, such as Hacke"’s the dis!llers and
Mitchell’s the solicitors ran successful businesses in Birr for
many years.
During April, Joe Cleary gave a very interes!ng talk on “The
History of Shinrone”. The village of Shinrone and its wider
parish contains a very remarkable history. It is well worth a
visit.
In May, Oﬀaly Archivist Lisa Shortall gave an in‐depth talk on
the “Birr Castle Archives”. It was of great interest to our
members to hear the wealth of local material stored in the
Birr Castle Archives.
This mee!ng also marked our A.G.M. All execu!ve posi!ons
and commi"ee members were re‐elected to serve another
year in oﬃce.
We had a break from mee!ngs in June, July and August. The
summer however, was a busy one for Birr Historical Society.
In June we were delighted to host Cork Archaeological and
Historical Society, on their visit to the Midlands. Over the
weekend we gave them a talk on the history of Birr and led
the group on a guided walk through Birr’s historic
streetscapes. We were privileged to be invited as guests to
the Cork Society’s dinner in the County Arms Hotel, on the
Saturday evening.
On the second Sunday of July Jimmy Shor" and Brian
Kennedy gave their fourth guided tour of Clonoghill
Cemetery’s historic graves. This was a great success with
over 50 people in a"endance. Thankfully the rain held oﬀ
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un!l the walk was over!
On Tuesday August 1st we celebrated the 200th Anniversary
of the laying of the Founda!on Stone of St. Brendan’s R.C.
Church in 1817. (See Ar!cle on 200 Years of St. Brendan’s
Church). The society is greatly indebted to all who
contributed to the outstanding success of the evening.
During Na!onal Heritage Week in August 2017, Brian
Kennedy and Jimmy Shor" led a guided walk of the historic
village of Crinkill. This commenced at the military cemetery
and progressed through the village to the Thatch, where a
pleasant social evening was enjoyed. Again there was a
wonderful turnout for the event, with many local people
giving their recollec!ons of the area.
Since we established our Facebook page it has proven very
popular so far, with over 15,000 viewings of one of our
posts. Our Facebook page as well as publishing interes!ng

items from local history, also contains details of all our
upcoming events. Our ac!vi!es are also adver!sed on the
local papers and we have an e‐mail circular for members and
friends.
Our yearly membership contribu!on s!ll remains the same
at only €25 for a family, €15 for an individual and students
are free. We ask €3 per talk for non‐members. Feel free to
come along any night.
Birr Historical Society meet on the third Monday of every
month from September to May at 8‐00pm in the County
Arms Hotel. If you have an interest in local history and even
if you do not, why not come along to some of the mee!ngs
and you may be pleasantly surprised.
by Jimmy Shor!

Pictured at the Heritage Week historic walk in Crinkill are Pat Pilkington, John Carroll, Mar#n Robets, Cllr. John Carroll, Brian
Kennedy, Jimmy Shor", Michael Parkinson, Gerry Hoare, Madeline Corboy, Bernie Grennan and Michael Deegan.
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CARRIG, RIVERSTOWN, KILLEEN DRAMA GROUP

Cast of Run for your Wife
(L to R): Dermot Sullivan, Sarah King, Stephen Guilfoyle, Lisa Deane, Ray Bourke, Monica Dinan, Greg Hanlon, Leonard Deane.

A%er a hugely successful first produc!on, CRK Drama Group,
returned to begin rehearsals in early October 2016. Our
producer, Brendan Hanamy had chosen a two‐act farce –
Run For Your Wife‐ wri"en by English born writer, Ray
Cooney. The stage had to be reconstructed for this
produc!on. This necessitated have two living rooms on
stage, each having two entrances and each with a raised dais
at the back. We called our resident experts, namely Michael
Collins and Declan Gleeson, to oversee this work which they
completed in mid‐ November. Liam Moran, Soilse
supervisor, was on hand with his staﬀ to decorate the stage
area, wall papering, pain!ng and carpe!ng the two living
rooms. We are deeply indebted to them for this work.
Rehearsals con!nued apace through October and most of
November but it became quite clear that we would not be
able to fulfil our target dates of the three nights in early
December. We rescheduled for 12th, 13th and 14th January,
2017. A%er a short break over the Christmas we returned on
January 2nd for further rehearsals.
All the cast were living locally and similar to the year before
we had a mixture of young and old, experienced and
inexperienced and of course, a few who had never been on
stage before. Newcomers, Lisa Deane and Monica Dynan
played the parts of John Smith’s (Ray Bourke) two wives,
Mary and Barbara respec!vely. Two suspicious detec!ve
parts were played by Sarah King (Dec. Stg. Troughton) and

Greg Hanlon (Dec. Stg. Porterhouse). Two nosy neighbours
living in flats upstairs were, Stanley Gardner (Leonard
Deane) and Bobby Franklin (Stephen Guilfoyle). Dermot
Sullivan played the part of a newspaper photographer who
was always on the look‐out for THAT photograph that would
make the front page of the Evening Standard.
John Smith had two wives and two lives and a very precise
schedule for juggling them both. Both of his addresses
surface a%er a mugging which necessitated a spell in
hospital. Police were inves!ga!ng and poor John Smith got
himself hopelessly entangled in his a"empts to explain
himself to his two wives.
The CRK Drama Commi"ee worked !relessly behind the
scenes preparing for the show, selling !ckets and pu*ng up
posters on all roads in Birr, Riverstown and Carrig. They also
prepared a very a"rac!ve programme for the show. CRC
Gaels took ownership of the first night on Friday, January
12th and used it as a very much needed fundraiser. All three
nights were sell outs and we, once again, extend our sincere
thanks to all who a"ended.
During the summer we equipped the hall with stage lights
and a new sound system to a total cost of €4,629. We are
extremely grateful to Jared Madden for his help and
exper!se in choosing the right ligh!ng and sound system for
us. Carrig/Riverstown Community Hall were presented with
a cheque from the proceeds of the produc!on.

CRK Drama Commi"ee 2016‐2017
Front Row (L to R): Mary King, Maureen Hoare (Treasurer), Tony Dargan (Chairperson), Claire Deane.
Back Row: Tony Doorley, Edel Pey, Tom Smith, Margaret O’Brien, Brian Doorley (Secretary).
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CHESTERFIELD COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL
Respond! Housing Associa!on is one of Ireland’s leading
housing associa!on and has provided more than 5,500 units
of accommoda!on na!onwide. The housing charity seeks to
create a future for people by allevia!ng poverty and crea!ng
vibrant, socially integrated communi!es.
Respond! Support provide community educa!on, childcare
services, family support services, day care services for older
people, and supported emergency accommoda!on for
families in crisis. See: www.respondsupport.ie
Chesterfield Community Preschool had a very successful
year 2016/2017. The curriculum for this Preschool adhere
fully to Aistear and Siolta programmes, where children
par!cipate in and experience a variety of ac!vi!es each day
to help promote all areas of their development. All ac!vi!es
are child led, which promotes children ideas and crea!vity.
Some of the ac!vi!es available for the children include; arts
and cra%s, make and do, cooking, messy play, free play,
outdoor play, sand and water play. Each day children are

encouraged to explore new ac!vi!es and experiences.
The preschool located at Chesterfield Childcare provides two
main Government schemes; the Early Childhood Care and
Educa!on (ECCE Free Preschool Year) and the Community
Childcare Subven!on Scheme (CCS), which oﬀers very
reasonable rates. All schemes are administered by the
Department of Children and Youth Aﬀairs, working with
Pobal and County Childcare Commi"ees. Opening !mes
Monday to Friday are: (ECCE 9:30am/12:30pm). (CCS
9:15am/12:45pm).
We have three FETAC accredited childcare professionals at
Respond! Support Chesterfield Preschool they are: Catherine
Ferncombe Childcare Leader, Kathleen Gallagher and
Bridget Lynskey Childcare Assistants.
For any enquiries regarding Chesterfield Preschool places
please email: chesterfieldclosecc@respond.ie or call 057 91
22289

Having fun in Chesterfield Preschool are
Alex Ne"leship, M.J. Gallagher,
Fionn Kerins, Ryan Molloy,
Sienna Talbot, Jayden Moloney,
Shane Finnerty, Romeo Gallagher.

BIRR KNITTING & CROCHET CIRCLE
Following on from the success of the previous year we again
embarked on kni*ng for homeless people. We filled 37
bags with hats, scarves, cowls, snoods, gloves and mi"ens.
The bags were delivered to Tullamore for distribu!on in
early December.
This year we visited the Kni*ng and S!tching Show at the
R.D.S.in November. There, we replenished our supplies and
explored new ideas and techniques.
Mee!ngs take place in Birr Library on Wednesday evenings
from 5.30‐7.30 pm. This is a flexi‐!med session. You may
come for the full session or for a shorter !me. Exis!ng
members will share ideas, exper!se and oﬀer advice when
needed. You are very welcome to pursue any cra% of your
choice at the sessions.
For more informa!on contact Mary at 086 8792096 or
Bridget at 086 8495205.
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Terry Smith and Robert Revill, winners at
Midlands Photography Group Clubs Compe##on

BIRR PHOTOGRAPHY GROUP
At the end of 2016, Birr Photography Group entered the
second Midlands Photography Group Clubs Compe!!on,
held at the Tullamore Court Hotel on 20th November. 7
local photography clubs were involved including: South
Kildare Photography Club; Mountrath and District Camera
Club; Slieve Bloom Photography Club, Athy Photographic
Society, Mountmellick and Happy Snapper. Each club
entered 2 panels, 1 colour and 1 black and white, with 8
images in each. Each image was marked on composi!on,
image impact and impact. There was a trophy for the best
club panel and each club received a trophy for the best
colour and black and white image within their panel. Birr
Photography Groups panel came 5th overall with Terry
Smith’s black and white moody portrait and Robert Revill's
colour image of a boat in Connemara winning the club
trophies.
2017 started with the "Best of 2016" club compe!!on. The
club compe!!on was well a"ended, with all members
submi*ng images for considera!on. The idea was for
everyone to show one image from the last year that they
considered to be one of their best. A%er all the images were
viewed, everyone voted for their favourite top 3. The overall
winner was awarded to Declan Hanniﬀy for his street
portrait of "Charlie Chaplin" impersonator during Birr
Vintage Week & Arts Fes!val, 2nd place went to Michael
Gleeson for a winter wildlife shot of a robin and 3rd place
was Philomena Jordan for a black and white portrait of her
dog.
In February a workshop was held in Dooly’s Hotel to prac!ce
the photographic technique of Light Pain!ng. The aim of the
workshop was to capture striking images without the need
for any fancy equipment or complicated camera techniques

to achieve amazing results by using only a hand held torch to
light the subject.
In May members a"ended a talk by landscape photographer
Garth McCormack organised by the Midlands Photography
Group at The Arts Centre, Athy.
During the 49th Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes!val in August,
several members had their photographic work accepted in
the Open Submission Art Exhibi!on held at the Birr
Technology Centre.
Several Photographic Ou!ngs were held during the year to
prac!ce various photographic techniques, including
Landscape, Wildlife, Nature and Architectural Photography.
Places visited included Fancro% Mill and Gardens, County
Tipperary; Holy Island, County Clare; The Rock of Dunamaise,
County Laois; and Birr Golf Club to photograph the Sand
Mar!n bird colony.
Birr Photography Group, established in November 2008, has
regular mee!ngs, talks, discussions and demonstra!ons on
a variety of photographic topics at Craughwell’s Pub, Castle
Street, Birr every Thursday evening from 8pm. The aim of
these events are to take be"er photographs by improving
camera knowledge and technique. Regular Photo Theme
Nights throughout the year encouraged members to
constantly improve their photographic skills. Typically
members had 4 weeks to get out and photograph images on
a selected topic, anything from landscapes to portraits.
Then everyone’s images were viewed by the group for
discussion. Members gave slideshows of their own work
which was of interest to the group. These included travel,
wildlife, landscape and close‐up photography.
Go online at h"p://birrphotogroup.wordpress.com/ for
more informa!on on the group

Michael Chaloner, Georgina Chamber,
Landscape Photographer Gareth McCormack,
Julien Kennedy and Robert Revill.
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Sunflowers
CONNAUGHT STREET, BIRR, CO. OFFALY.

We send flowers around the world.
And all major credit cards accepted.
Sunflowers is a family-run business that caters both for consumer
and corporate customers. The shop is known for its great product
range, flexibility and good old fashioned service.
Open 6 days a week, including bank holiday and
Sundays for Weddings etc.
Prop: Mary Cahill extends her sincere thanks to all her customers.

Tel: 057-9122821 / 9122887
Mob: 087-7556871
www.sunflowersbirr.ie
facebook.com/sunflowersbirr
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CARRIG, RIVERSTOWN, KILLEEN COMMUNITY HALL
Our community con!nues to
provide the people of Carrig‐
Riverstown and Killeen with an
excellent
facility
for
community events. To make
people in our community
aware of these fine facili!es,
we printed a flyer early in
2016 bringing to every one’s
a"en!on what events were
scheduled in the hall over the
coming months. These events
included Pilates in September
run by Amanda Mar!n, Circuit
Training run by Orla Carey, Juvenile Hurling run by
Carrig/Riverstown and CRC Gaels on Friday nights. Every
Tuesday night since we opened our doors in the nine!es is
Progressive 25 night. Card players travel from all parts of
Oﬀaly and Tipperary to a"end and are served tea,
sandwiches and biscuits before they leave at the end of the
night. Cards have proved an excellent revenue stream for
the hall over the years. Social Dancing takes place on the first
Thursday of each month right throughout the year thanks
to the excellent work of our chairperson Johnny Smyth and
Joe Ryan. The Ac!ve Re!rement Group are very, very ac!ve
in the hall on a weekly basis‐ mee!ng in the hall every
Tuesday night to plan their weekly programme and again on
Thursday a%ernoons for ac!vi!es such as bowls. Their
summer programme see them going on trips not only in
Ireland but to places in Scotland, Wales or England.
Throughout the months of Autumn and early winter, the
Carrig/Riverstown/Killeen(CRK) Drama group begin their
rehearsals for their stage produc!on on the first weekend
in December. They have equipped the hall with stage lights
and a new sound system from the proceeds of the last two
produc!ons. December also sees the hall commi"ee
prepare for their Christmas Party. Invita!ons are delivered to
all those eligible to a"end. We are very lucky to have
commi"ee members such as, Kathleen Doorley and
Margaret O’Brien on whose shoulders the bulk of the
organising of the party falls.

Tony Dargan (right) presents the first copy of the book to
Tom Egan, the first Chairperson of Carrig and Riverstown
Community Hall.

The commi"ee hand delivered
invita!ons to all householders
in the parish invi!ng them to
a"end the launch of Tony
Dargan’s book –“ Carrig and
Riverstown Community Hall –
A History 1990‐ 2105” in the
hall on Friday 25th November.
The launch was preceded by
Mass in the Church of the
Annuncia!on for deceased
members of our commi"ee
who passed away between the
years 1986 to 2016. Fr. Pat Greed , P.P. of Clonlara and a past
member of our commi"ee celebrated mass and joined us
a%erwards for the launch. Tom Egan, the first Chairperson of
the commi"ee launched the book before a full house. The
proceeds from the sale of the book went to The Laura Lynn
Hospice Founda!on.

John Smyth. Present Chairperson of the Hall Commi"ee
presen#ng a framed phot of the book cover to Tony Dargan.

A%er our AGM and before a large crowd, we were treated to
an excellent lecture and slide show by John Joe Conway from
Gortanumera on “The Stolen Railway”.
Our community hall is maintained in excellent condi!on due
to the hard work of our caretaker, Mar!n Kennedy.
In conclusion, we would like to thank all help everyone for
their con!nued support, without whose help we would be
unable to maintain to the highest standard that it is currently
kept.
Oﬃcers: Johnny Smyth (Chairperson), Alex Smith (Vice‐
chairperson), Barry Deane (Secretary), Mary Hoare (Ass.
Sec.), John Bergin (Treas), Tony Dargan (Ass. Treas).
Commi"ee: G. Connaughton, G.D avis, A. Davis, S. Kelly, B.K
elly, D. Sullivan, D. Nolan, P. Nolan, F. Higgins, J. White, K.
Doorley, T. Doorley, K. Keeshan, N. Houlihan, P. Carney, T.
Egan, U. Maher, T. O’Brien, S. Carey, M. O’Brien.
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BIRR 20:20 GROUP
What is a truism of fund‐raising that it takes two years to
see money flowing in a fund‐raising campaign is turning out
to be true for the work of Birr 20:20. We started for earnest
in 2015 and now in 2017 we are beginning to see the fruits
of that launch. Our aim is to promote the well‐being of Birr
and its hinterland through promo!ng collabora!ve and
coopera!ve ac!vity which will produce wealth and an
increasing profile for this community which means so much
to so many. Let me illustrate.
In late 2015 a small group met to consider the possibility of
an anima!on film ini!a!ve being fostered in Birr and
building on the hugely successful work of Gary Hoctor's
OFFline Film Fes!val now an annual feature of Birr's October
Calendar. Through Gary's persistence Anima!on Bursaries
to begin in 2018 have been announced at this year's Film
Fes!val. These Bursaries will bring two young
enterpreneurially‐minded Animators to live and work in Birr
for six months each year. What they produce will be
showcased in the Film Fes!val and they will be available to
promote Anima!on as a career in our local Schools.
Anima!on in now a major component of the Arts industry
in Ireland bringing major interna!onal recogni!on for the
crea!ve talent with which Ireland abounds. Let Birr benefit.
In 2016 Birr 20:20 heard from Denis Shine about a Heritage
Tourism ini!a!ve currently being promoted in Trim. As Denis
elaborated his understanding of the features of Birr which
would make our town similarly suited to a similar ini!a!ve
Birr 20:20 agreed to support and promote such a
development for Birr. To the great surprise of Denis and of
ourselves it was possible to mount a significant beginning in
2017 with the concentra!on on the pre‐reforma!on Church
area of the town, Oxmantown Mall and Seir Kieran. This
exercise brought students and young people mainly from
the United States of America to live and work in Birr injec!ng
some €350,000.00 in to the local economy this year. It was
a pilot programme and concrete plans are already in place
for expanded ac!vity in the Patrick's Day, Easter and
Summer periods in 2018. Using sophis!cated equipment,
some of it supplied by the home universi!es in the US, a
picture of Birr over centuries of its history will be compiled
which can be used as illustra!on of our mul!‐layered history.
A great experience on these programmes produces
marvellous word‐of‐mouth adver!sing for Birr as a Visitor
Des!na!on. Let Birr benefit.

Much concentrated energy has yet again gone into
considering the future of the Court House as a Crea!ve
Space for the town. Caroline Conway,who catalyses this
concern, and her working party have produced a DVD to
illustrate how the Court House could be used. This concern
has been shared with key County Council staﬀ and with the
municipal Public Representa!ves. No one wants a derelict
building on a key approach road to the town. The same
public‐private partnership which produced the immensely
successful Birr Theatre and Arts Centre will be necessary.
Such a partnership will happen and the Court House and its
ancillary premises will become a complementary
partnership focus for the Crea!ve Arts and as such act as an
addi!onal visitor a"rac!on. It won't happen overnight but it
will happen and Birr will benefit.
Not many appear to be aware that the foo)all of visitors to
Birr Castle Science Centre and Demesne has passed the
100,000 mark annually. Hotel operators and other retailers
are already commen!ng favourably on this growth of tourist
numbers on their businesses. Since its incep!on Birr 20:20
has sought to enhance the value of the town as a visitor
des!na!on. What is happening in the Castle will be a central
feature of our monthly mee!ngs as we move into 2018. Who
visits the Science Centre and the Demesne, where do they
come from, what do they say about their experience, what
development inten!ons the Birr Scien!fic and Heritage
Founda!on has, the impact of ILofar. These and other topics
will be considered early in 2018 with follow‐up workshops
for those whose businesses in the town should be
benefi*ng by this increase in tourist numbers coming to
Birr. Birr is benefi*ng and can benefit.
Birr 20:20 meets each second Wednesday of each month,
September through June at 7.30pm in the Council Chamber
in the Town Hall premises. The topic of each monthly
mee!ng almost always appears in the Midland Tribune of
the first week of the month. We welcome all comers to
share in the development of a vision for the town and for its
implementa!on. Please share in our work.

JIM FERGUSON
Sp
S
peciali
lis
ist in
in la
land
drain
nage and builldi
ding
din
foundat
atiions

Salters Sterling.
Chair of the Board of Birr 20:20.

FIVEALLEY
BIRR
CO. OFFALY
Tel: 057-9133012
Mob: 087-263
2631725
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BIRR ACTIVE RETIREMENT GROUP
In October 2016 we
had our AGM and
elected as our
Chairperson: Judy
O'Neill with Mr.
John Fowler as
assistant, Treasurer
Carmel Brummell, assistant Mrs Bid Ryan, Secretary Dolores
Hegarty , assistant Ms. Mary Kelly.
We also celebrated a big birthday of Sr. Roberta Delaney and
a birthday cake was presented to Sr. Roberta by Rev Father
David Carroll P.P. (see above picture). This was supplied by
members of Birr Ac!ve Re!rement and purchased by Sr.
Maeve Quinlan in Costcu"er Supermarket.
Sadly we lost Sr. Roberta Delaney on the 11th of November
2016. She went to a be"er place we believe. Gone but never
forgo"en. R.I P.
We had our Christmas Dinner in Dooly's Hotel, in the
Ballroom in the late a%ernoon. The food was delicious, and
the music and entertainment was provided by "Rock on
Paddy" also known as Paddy Kea!ng.
In March 2017 we had a Fund Raising Bag Pack in Supervalu
Birr. This was kindly supported by past pupil Tiegan Hegarty
and two Transi!on Year students who kindly gave up their
!me to help us with the bag pack . We would like to say a
"Big Thank You " to all members and to the two students
who very kindly assisted us, and to also to Tiegan Hegarty.
We raised the sum of €613.68 which we were delighted
with, and which will be put to good use by our group.
We con!nued to meet every second week where we
discussed plans for the future and planned our next
ventures. In April 2017 we had a very enjoyable event in
Dooly's Hotel in Birr where we were impressed with the
service and quality of food.
Then, the following month, in May 2017 we were invited to
a"end Lough Boora to network, and this turned out to be

an enjoyable day out and well worth it.
Also in the same month we were asked to a"end Banagher
Re!rement Group at their Tea Dance. Unfortunately not all
of us could go but some members went to the event and
brought a contribu!on to their Annual Raﬄe. As it turned
out a few of our members in fact won a prize.
In June we organised a trip to the lake in Garrykennedy,
outside Nenagh. We hired a bus for the journey. We had a
table booked in Larkin’s pub and the food was delicious,
served well and enjoyed by all.
A%er our meal we were entertained with the Tradi!onal
Irish music in the pub and some of our members par!cipated
with singing and dancing. It was a very memorable day out.
Then, a month later we were oﬀ again, this !me to Luker’s
Restaurant & Pub in Shannonbridge where we had another
enjoyable meal. We had been looking forward to some more
music but unfortunately the music was cancelled on that
night .
In August we decided to meet together in the Coﬀee Shop in
Dooly's hotel and again we had a pleasant light meal and we
also had a raﬄe while we were there. The first Prize was won
by Fidelma Clavin, the 2nd Prize was won by Nancy Buckley,
the 3rd Prize won by Ellie Hoctor and the 4th Prize won by
Frances Kawala. It was nice to meet in such sociable
surroundings and while we didn’t have a formal mee!ng,
Frances Kawala, who is on our steering group Commi"ee,
gave us a short but interes!ng talk on the topic of older
people becoming involved.
We intended having our first mee!ng a%er the summer
break at the end of September, but unfortunately due to
illness and other commitments that had to be cancelled un!l
October.
Our mee!ngs take place in the Conference Room behind St.
Brendan's R.C. We always welcome new members to join,
men or women, and if you are over fi%y five years we will
give you a warm welcome.

Enjoying an ou#ng
Josie Kirwan Byrne, Fidelma Clavin, Mary Garahy, Mary Nolan, Mary Hogan, Ellie Hoctor, Bid Ryan, Carmel Brummell, Judy
O'Neill, Leslie Parsons, Breda Parsons, Mary McLoughlin, Nancy Buckley, Mai Kirwan.
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BIRR LIONS CLUB
2017 marked the centenary year for Lions Clubs worldwide
for it was on the 7th June 1917 that a business leader from
Chicago named Melvin Jones asked the simple ques!on –
what if people put their talents to work to improve their
local communi!es. Over 100 years later, Lions Clubs
Interna!onal is now the world’s largest service club
organisa!on with more than 45,000 clubs and over 1.3
million members worldwide, all ac!ng on that same basic
founding idea: let us work together to improve our
communi!es.
As usual Birr Lions enjoyed another ac!ve and posi!ve year.
Fred Boulton assumed the role of club president and Fred
was ably assisted by secretary, Ray Leonard and treasurer,
George Manzor. To mark the centenary year a highly
successful golf classic was held to raise funds for a charity
associated with Lions Clubs on a na!onal level, the Irish
Guide Dogs for the Blind. In addi!on members also
embarked on various other fund raising ac!vi!es, allowing
the Club to con!nue helping the elderly, the youth and the

Pictured at the Birr Lions Club Golf Classic in aid of
Guide Dogs for the Blind are Tony Hogan, Arnold Walsh,
Fred Boulton and Tilly the dog.
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under‐privileged, as well
as assis!ng the many
other deserving causes in
the local district. As
always, Birr Lions were
backed generously by the
general public and local
businesses. This con!nued
support
is
greatly
appreciated by the Club
members and those who
benefit from their work
alike.
Pictured at the Diabetes Screening
Birr Lions also played an
at the Na#onal Ploughing
ac!ve role this year in the Championship are (l‐r) Ray Leonard
diabetes screening which (Secretary Birr Lions Club), Teresa
took place at the Na!onal Dineen (District Governor, District
133 Ireland) and Des Houlihan
Ploughing Championships
(President Birr Lions Club).
in Screggan. In response to
the growing incidence of
diabetes in Ireland, members from 12 Lions Clubs in the
Midlands region joined forces to oﬀer visitors a free, simple
and quick blood test designed to detect early symptoms of
diabetes. Anyone iden!fied as poten!ally diabe!c were then
referred to their GPs for further examina!on. The reac!on
from the public to this service was very posi!ve and it was a
worthwhile project for Birr Lions to be associated with.
In addi!on this year, the Club par!cipated in the Lions
“Sharing the Vision” Project in conjunc!on with Rath Eglish
Foróige Club. This involved collec!ng used spectacles which
were then recycled for use in eye clinics throughout the
developing world. Consis!ng of members aged between 13
and 15 years, the Foróige Club put a great eﬀort into the
project which culminated in over 200 pairs of glasses being
gathered.
In conclusion and on behalf of all members, Birr Lions Club
would like to wish everyone a merry Christmas and happy
new year.

Members of the Rath Eglish Foróige Club presen#ng Fred Boulton of Birr Lions Club their
collec#on of used spectacles.From le& to right are Jenny Bracken, Maria Horan,
Fred Boulton (Birr Lions Club), Catriona Watkins and Jessica Dermody.
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John Loughnane
& Sons
COMPLETE FUNERAL SERVICE
Established 1938

Overseas Repatriation,
Embalming, Cremations
Johns Mall, Birr
PHONE: 057-9120195
9120195
MOBILE: 087-9414825
24--Hour Personal Service
Glebe Street, Birr

VTOS Birr
Roscrea Road, Birr
Phone: 057-91 21571
Email vtosbirr@eircom.net

FREE COURSES!
DOES NOT AFFECT SOCIAL WELFARE PAYMENTS!

If you are getting a social welfare payment for 6
months or more, or your spouse is, you may be
eligible to do a VTOS course. (You must be over 21).

Courses include:
IT Skills, English, Maths, Art and Crafts, History,
and Business Studies. An Employment Skills
course may also be available.

SOME PLACES ARE STILL AVAILABLE
APPLY TO:
Mervyn Griffin
VTOS Birr
057-91 21571

thechestnutbirr.ie
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BIRR LIBRARY
Birr Library had a busy and even)ul 2017 with a wide array
of events, ac!vi!es and ini!a!ves.
Oﬀaly Libraries became part of a single na!onal shared
library catalogue this year meaning that library members can
now access items from over 300 public libraries in Ireland. It
also means that Oﬀaly Libraries members can now visit and
use public library services all over the country with their
Oﬀaly Libraries membership card. Membership is free!
Our Work Ma"ers service developed over the course of the
year and aims to give support to people who are star!ng a
business, seeking employment or thinking of changing
employment. A dedicated area in the library features our
business and employment books and a leaflet area. We also
have a suite of web based programmes which may be of
help in rela!on to business or employment. Birr Library was
one of four Oﬀaly Libraries loca!ons where this pilot
ini!a!ve took place. Find out more by visi!ng us or by having
a look on our website www.oﬀaly.ie/libraries.
The Exhibi!on Area con!nued to be a place where visitors
could come to admire the talent of local ar!sts or even shine
a light on their own skills. Photography, children’s art and
work by local ar!sts groups were all to be seen at various
!mes throughout the year. We invite anyone interested in
pu*ng on an exhibi!on of their work here to contact us to
discuss making a booking. To anyone visi!ng us here in the
library, it’s always worth a look to see what’s on!
In the library itself, book displays and events were put on to
mark the 200th anniversary of the death of Jane Austen and
the 101st anniversary of the birth of Roald Dahl as well as
the 70th birthday of Stephen King. There was also a special
day of fun and games to mark 20 years of Harry Po"er.
As always, an array of ac!vi!es and ini!a!ves aimed at our
younger users took place. The Read Anything, Any!me,
Anywhere reading challenge for schools took place from
February. Our summer reading programme for children
Summer Stars ran for July and August. September saw the
launch of Once Upon a Story‐!me, our early literacy
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ini!a!ve for 2 ‐ 6 year olds. The ini!a!ve kicked in Birr
Library with the oﬃcial county launch. Special library events
for children were also arranged or hosted for World Book
Day; Spring into Story!me; Engineers’ Week; Seachtain na
Gaeilge; Heritage Week; Culture Night and more. There was
a varied range of children’s events and ac!vi!es during the
summer months as part of our Summer Programme. We also
welcomed many class visits throughout the year.
Our regular groups con!nued to meet during the year with
the Birr Library Book Circle convening regularly throughout
the year and the Kni*ng Circle mee!ng weekly for much of
the year. They were joined, from June onwards, by Birr
Library’s Children’s Book Club. Since March we have had a
regular Story!me for 4 ‐ 8 year olds on Saturday mornings.
Local and na!onal history were represented in a series of
events and talks throughout the year. As part of Birr Vintage
Week and Arts Fes!val we hosted a talk by organised by the
Leinster Regiment Associa!on. August also saw the launch of
an exhibi!on of Leinster Regiment memorabilia in Birr
Library. As part of our Heritage Week programme in August
there were guided tours of Birr Library’s historical aspects
and a local history talk.
There’s something for everyone at Birr Library so why not
come along and see what we can do for you.
Library opening hours:
Tues: 9.30am‐5.30pm
Wed: 9.30am‐8.00pm
Thurs: 9.30am‐5.30pm
Fri:
9.30am‐5.30pm
Sat:
9.30am‐1.00pm (the library closes on the Saturday
of a Bank Holiday Weekend)
You can also visit the Oﬀaly Libraries website where you can
find out about our services, renew books, look at the online
catalogue and more. Visit: www.oﬀaly.ie/libraries
You can phone Birr Library on 057 9124950 or drop us an e‐
mail at birrlibrary@oﬀalycoco.ie

Launch of Once Upon a Story‐#me reading ini#a#ve for 2 – 6 year olds. September 2017.
Picture features some of the pupils from Mercy Primary School, Birr who a"ended.
Also in the photo: L‐R: Mrs A Kelly (Mercy Primary School); Joe Kinane (Execu#ve Librarian – Birr Library);
Cllr John Clendennen (Leas Cathaoirleach – Oﬀaly County Council) who oﬃcially launched the ini#a#ve;
Ms L Phelan (Mercy Primary School).
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YOUR GOVERNMENT TD

MARCELLA
CORCORAN
AN
KENNEDY
DY
FOR CLINIC TIMES PLEASE CONTA
ONTACT MY CONSTITUENCY OFFICE:

5 The Courtyard, Emmet Street, Birr,, County Offaly
057 912 5825
marcella.corcorankennedy@oir.ie
www.corcorankennedy.ie
.ie

JOHN BARNWELL
Newbridge Street, Birr, Co. Offaly
ESTABLISHED 1970

Tel: 057 9120306

Specialists in Panel Beating, Spraying
And Chassis Alignment

Autorobot Super Satellite System
All insurance work catered for
Courtesy cars Supplied
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BIRR APOSTOLIC WORKERS
The Birr branch of the Apostolic organisa!on has been in
opera!on for over 40 years. The members of this society
share in the Missionary Apostolate of the church by
supplying vestments, alter linens, sacred vessels and
financial aid to missionary priests, sisters and lay
missionaries. These people minister missionary work in the
countries where the church is not yet rooted or fully
established.
Birr Apostolic group was saddened with the loss of Sr.
Roberta Delaney (pictured right) in November, 2016. She
was stalwart contributor for the Apostolic organisa!on in
the parish and uns!n!ng in her caring generosity. She is
greatly missed for her crea!vity and will always be
remembered.
The members of the organisa!on are very grateful to all of

BIRR Year Review 2017

those who contributed so
generously towards the church
gate collec!on and Mission
display that was held during
2016 and 2017. Watch out for
adver!sement in the Parish
newsle"er for the next display
in 2018 that will be held in the
Conference room at St.
Brendan's R.C. church.
The
organisa!on
would
welcome new members as the
current members are not
ge*ng any younger!!! If you are interested in joining please
contact the organisa!on on 0863714466.

BIRR ART GROUP
Every Tuesday the Birr Community Resource centre is
buzzing with life as the members of Birr Art Group
congregate to spend 3 hours of pain!ng and crea!ve
ac!vity. The group has developed over the years and has
become an essen!al part of life for many of its members.
In 2010 Birr Art Group was taken over by Kathleen Gormley
the facilitator. Unlike an art class there is no specific
instruc!on as the members are already familiar with
pain!ng and come to the group equipped with their own
supplies. Kathleen is there to guide and advise on an
individual work in progress as well as organising group
exhibi!ons and ou!ngs to museums. The group is composed
of 18 members. Some of the ar!sts tend to paint very
frequently and come to the Birr art group to finish a pain!ng

or to prepare work for their own exhibi!on. Some members
have been pain!ng for many years, some are occasional
painters and some confine their ar!s!c endeavours to the
Tuesday art group. Tips are readily exchanged and during
lunch break, banter is rife.
Occasionally a demonstra!on is given, either by Kathleen or
by an outside source. There is a wonderful sense of
communal support at Birr Art group. Members are free to
walk around, make a cuppa or chat to a neighbour.
The group exhibited their work in Birr Library during the
month of December.
For informa!on about the group, contact Kathleen at
0876819990.

Birr Art Group
Back Row (L to ): Lady Alison Rosse, Anna Duﬀy, Elizabeth Mulcair, May Cavanagh,
June Powell, Pat Dillon, Anne Deroe and Elisabeth Guest.
(L‐R si*ng) Paul Benne", Wink Foreman, Kathleen Gormley, Mary Lynam and Ray Nolan.
(Missing Art Group members are Xandra Piennar, Sandra Edge, John Byrne, Jean Finn, Geraldine McNamee, Carmel McCarney)
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Birr Credit Union Limited

Supporting Local Communities

We are Lending
Opening Hours:
We are open 6 days a week Mon to Sat 10 am to 5 pm, we close at 4pm on Wednesday.
Register with CU 247 for access to Full Online Banking Facility
Please LIKE us on Facebook www.facebook.com/BirrCreditUnion
Tel:
057 9120889: Website: www.birrcu.ie
Email:
info@birrcu.ie
Birr Credit Union is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland. TERMS and CONDITIONS APPLY

GUINANS
FOOTWEAR SPECIALISTS

MAIN STREET, BIRR, CO. OFFALY

Tel/Fax : 057-9120042
For all your family footwear needs
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CRINKILL TIDY VILLAGES

BIRR Year Review 2017

Crinkill Good Friday Spring Clean 2017
L to R: Gerry Murphy, Mary Boisell, Michael Deegan, Gordon Clarke, Colm Kennedy, Frances Kawala, Kevin Cooke,
Des O’Brien, Bernie Grennan, Bernie Bolger and Hugh Bracken.

In November 2016, our commi"ee planted a tree in Crinkill
Military Cemetery to commemorate the life of one of our
founding members, Sean Cooke who died on 22 November
2015. Sean was a dedicated community worker with a keen
interest in local and military history. Therefore it was fi*ng
that a%er the tree plan!ng ceremony there was an historical
walk and talk, delivered by Brian Kennedy. The large
a"endance was a mark of the esteem in which Sean was
held by all Crinkill people.
The Crinkill Community Garden is a new venture for our
Associa!on but it fits well with the Tidy Towns’ emphasis on
Sustainability and Resource Management. This project will
focus on growing food organically, and promo!ng
sustainable food produc!on. The Community Garden
collaborated with Crinkill N.S., whereby children from 4th
Class planted out pumpkin seedlings in May and in October
harvested the pumpkins, in !me for Halloween. As part of

Pictured at the tree plan#ng ceremony are
Sean Cooke’s children
(L to R): Declan, Kevin, John, Brendan,
Ailish, Alan, Aidan and grandchild Sullivan.

the learning experience the children carried out soil tes!ng
to determine its pH.
The village con!nued to progress in the Tidy Towns
Compe!!on. In 2017 the judge gave a very posi!ve report
and awarded an extra 4 marks to bring the total to 292.
The commi"ee worked hard to keep grass and li"er under
control, planted flowers and cleaned and painted street
furniture.
Many thanks to our hard working TÚS team, who did trojan
work over the year. Thanks also to our RSS worker.
We could not con!nue our work without the generous
support from all local businesses for which we are very
apprecia!ve.
We also had a very generous response from residents to our
door to door collec!on in August and were greatly
encouraged by the generous dona!ons and kind words of
apprecia!on from local people.
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-

Supplier of

FIATAGRI
NEW HOLLAND
Tractors & Spares

Mile Tree, Birr, Co. Offaly
Phone: 057 9121555
www.Garahytractors.com
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Camcor Girl Guides, Brownies and Ladybirds at Birr Fire Sta#on

BIRR GIRL GUIDES, BROWNIES & LADYBIRDS
The Camcor Ladybirds and Brownies had a fun filled 2017.
We learned loads of new skills and earned new badges. We
sang Christmas Carols for the residents of Sandymount
Nursing Unit in December and for customers at Super Valu
in Birr. We wish to thank the Staﬀ and Residents of
Sanydmount Nursing Unit and the Manager and Staﬀ of
Buckley’s Super Valu in Birr for le*ng us entertain you. In
April we went to Castlecomer Discovery Park where we
spent a wonderful day taking part in low ropes ac!vi!es,
team games and searching for Patrick the elf in the fairy
village. In May we went to visit the fire sta!on in Birr and got
to see the fire engines and equipment. Thank you to the
fireman who made us feel very welcome and answered all of
our many, many ques!ons. For the record, all the leaders
know you are a million !mes be"er than “Fireman Sam”.
Two of our Brownie leaders, Joan Hogan and Pauline
Bradley, re!red in May. We thank them for their dedica!on
turning up every week and planning mee!ngs and ac!vi!es
and wish them well for the future.
The Camcor Girl Guides had a busy year. We worked on a
couple of badges such as Childcare and First Aid.
We went to the Birr Outdoor Educa!on Centre to get to
know the girl guides from Borris‐in‐Ossory and Rathdowney
before heading to camp with them. The ac!vi!es that we
carried out were water sports and team building exercises.
Then we stayed overnight.
This year we went to IGGNITE2017 for camping. IGGNITE
was an interna!onal camp in Rockwell College in Cashel, Co.
Tipperary. Girl Guides from all over the world came to
IGGNITE. We camped with Borris‐in‐Ossory and Rathdowney
from Laois, Corbally from Limerick and guides all the way
from Tbilisi, Georgia. The guides took part in many ac!vi!es,

Camcor Girl Guides by the Shannon at Banagher

from canoeing to horse riding. All the girls from our site at
the camp entered the talent show and got through to the
final of ‘IGGNITE GOT TALENT’ and made all the leaders very
proud. The guides got to swap badges with interna!onal
guides. This was a great experience for both leaders and
guides.
The Camcor Guides would like to thank Tesco in Birr for
le*ng us do some bag packing which we raised enough
money to buy two tents for whenever we go camping.
Thanks also to the Marian Hall for the use of the hall for our
mee!ngs every year.
A huge THANKS also to our wonderful leaders and unit
helpers for volunteering throughout the year. We could not
con!nue every week without you.
Ladybirds: Mar!na Cooke, Ka!e Corrigan, Regina Delaney,
Brona McDermo", , Kelly Richardson and Alice Corrigan.
Brownies: Joan Hogan, Pauline Bradley, Mary Williams, Aoife
Hogan, Catherine Casey, Tracy Cormack and Aoife Morrissey.
Girl Guides: Zara Cordial, Becky Cordial and Emma Guilfoyle.
Camcor Ladybirds at Castlecomer Discovery Park
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Prop: Edel McNamara

Tel: 057-9121118
OPENING HOURS
The Art of
healthy
hair

Monday: 9.30am - 5.00pm
Tuesday: 9.00 am 5.00pm
Wednesday - Thursday: 9.00am - 6.00pm
Friday: 9.00am 7.30pm
Saturday: 8.30am 4.00pm

Stockists of
GHD
Joico

OPEN THROUGH LUNCH TIME

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

CRAUGHWELL

S

BAR

Castle Street, Birr

Relax and Enjoy
the Traditional Surroundings
of this family-owned Pub
with its large open fire,
live music, friendly atmosphere
and sheltered Beer Garden.

We offer a full professional
funeral service, repatriation
service, as well as cremation.
It is our ethos to treat each
funeral with care, dignity,
respect and the utmost
personal attention.

Parties Catered For.
Widescreen T.V.
Prop: The Craughwell Family

TEL: 087 255 4412 / 057 9120263
FACEBOOK:
Donal Boyd Funeral Director

TEL: 086-2789150
or 086-8313618

www.craughwellspub.com
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CARRIG, RIVERSTOWN, KILLEEN ACTIVE RETIREMENT GROUP
Our first event of the 2016 / 2017 year was a Sunday
a%ernoon charity concert in November.
This was the brainchild of our Chairperson Pat. Pat is steeped
in music and was confident he could muster enough talent
for a credible a%ernoon. In the event we had musicians,
singers, dancers and storytellers from across Tipperary and
beyond, resul!ng in an unforge"able a%ernoon. All the
ar!sts gave their !me and talents free. The nominated
charity was Living Links, a charity that supports families
touched by suicide. Admission to the event was free but
dona!ons to the charity raised over €600.
Our next big thing was a ceramic course. This was a 20 hour
course over 8 weeks. You would be amazed at the fun to be
had with a ball of wet clay. Equally you would be surprised
at the beau!ful items to be made from that same lump. And
so it proved which resulted in all of us being the proud
owners of some beau!ful items.
In May we visited Glasnevin Cemetery and were fortunate to
have one of the best days of the summer. We had a
conducted tour of all the graves of historical importance and
also visited the museum. A place well worth a visit. On the
way home we indulged in fine dining in Traceys of the Heath.
During the year we con!nued our weekly Bowls and other
games in the hall and during the be"er weather we played
Pitch and Pu" in Banagher.
Our annual Jolly in September was to North Antrim coast
taking in the Giants Causeway and the many other
a"rac!ons of that beau!ful part of Ireland. We also took in
the Titanic Museum in Belfast and a most enjoyable !me
was had by one and all.
We hope to con!nue to be just as ac!ve in the coming year
and would welcome new members.

Displaying the results of the Ceramics course are
(L to R): Chrissie Hough, Padraig Nolan, Sandra O'Brien
(Tutor), De"y Turner and Dorothy Nolan.

Par#cipants in the Ceramics course included
Una O'Brien, Mary Taylor, Sandra O'Brien (Tutor), Susan
Delahunt, Mary Keavney and Vina Woods.

RIVERSTOWN TIDY TOWNS
Riverstown Tidy Towns re‐launched and held its first mee!ng
in October 2015. We are now in our second year and we can
see the hard work and community eﬀort paying its rewards.
Through the Spring and Summer of 2017 various village
clean‐ups were organised with pain!ng, plan!ng, weeding,
strimming, li"er control etc keeping the willing volunteers
busy. We planted re‐claimed areas with grass, built stone
flower boxes, planted colourful floral displays including large
verges of daﬀodil, snowdrop, and bluebell verges.

We were also delighted to see the return of swans and
cygnets to our river. This all has added to and improved the
overall aesthe!cs of our village. We have worked with the
local councils and are currently organising the repair of
damaged paving at the riverside area.
The 2017 workplan is complete and our annual Christmas
tree ligh!ng in December with our usual 'special guest'
appearance was a great success.
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EJ design, manufactures and distributes
high quality Access Covers and Gratings for water,
sewer, drainage, telecommunications and utility
networks worldwide.

Roscrea Road, Birr, Co. Offaly tel: 057 91 23100
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The Spot Youth Café was founded in
2009 as a result of the dedica!on and hard work
from local people who formed a working group to
address the real need for a youth facility for young people
from Birr and surrounding hinterlands. The café is located
on Main Street, Birr and has Foróige Junior Club on
Monday evenings from 6pm for children aged 10‐12 years
and Foróige Youth Café Fridays from 2‐5pm for young
people in 1st ‐6th years in Secondary School. These clubs
are fully supervised by a team of volunteer leaders who
have received Foroige Volunteer Leadership Training
Level 1 & 2 and all our volunteers are Garda ve"ed. We
wish to extend our best wishes to David Gorman who has
recently re!red as chairperson and volunteer leader from
the project. Without the commitment of our adult
volunteers the junior club and youth café could not exist.
We are always in need of adult volunteers who are willing
to get involved in leadership training and helping us meet
the needs of the youth of Birr. Please lend a hand and
support our projects by contac!ng Maedhbh on 087
1782989 or Bernie on 086 9672921.
The aim of the project is to provide a safe, relaxed, warm
and welcoming space for young people to hang out, meet
with friends and have a voice in weekly ac!vi!es, projects
and themed events. The café is led by young people
themselves. This empowers them to make decisions that
directly aﬀect their café, prac!ce leadership skills and
represent their peers at management level. The project
also aims to provide fun and informa!ve projects
throughout the year to further support young people as
they develop during their transi!on to young adults. The
Junior Club starts to encourage the skills of youth
advocacy and leadership by le*ng the young people be
part of decision making and iden!fying personal interests
during planning workshops.
This year the project successfully organised a Bag Pack
club fundraiser, three days of ac!on packed summer
camp ac!vi!es, various film nights, art workshops,
Halloween party and a visit to the Galway Christmas
Market; pyjamas night and various other themed
ac!vi!es on top of their weekly Foroige Junior Club and

Foroige Youth Café service. The space has also been
used by the 6th class students of St Brendan’s Boys N.S.
and The Mercy Girls N.S. as part of their transfer to
secondary school programme where they are informed
of the youth café !mes and that it is available to them
and their friends to use as a safe, warm and fun space.
A BIG THANK YOU to the students from St Brendan’s
community school for ge*ng involved in the Junior Club
from September 2016 – June 2017 as part of their work
towards a Gaisce award, Niall Cunningham, Saoirse Rice,
& Natalia Portawoski. This community voluntary sector
experience will stand to develop their personal skills but
also can be used towards achieving Bronze, Silver or Gold
Gaisce and similar awards. Furthermore, voluntary work
experience significantly helps towards making decisions
regarding college and career opportuni!es. Having young
people ge*ng involved makes a great impression on the
project as it allows younger members to see older youths
being great role models and posi!vely impac!ng the
community and project.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our
funders this year – without their support we would not be
able to provide this much needed space for the young
people of Birr and surrounding areas. Thanks to Grant
Engineering, Oﬀaly Local Development Company, Laois
Oﬀaly ETB Youth Service, Oﬀaly County Council Municipal
Grant, the HSE Health Promo!on, Foróige, Oﬀaly
YouthBank & Tús.
The Spot Youth Café project is supported by an
interagency management group made up of these
representa!ves: Maedhbh Gordon,
Oﬀaly Local
Development Company, Bernie McHugh, Foróige, Ann
Sheeran and Eimear Kelly, The Sub Garda Youth Diversion
Project, Cllr.John Carroll, Lynn Kelly and Chris Hayden
Volunteer Leaders, Josephine Rigney HSE, An Garda
Siochana, and Niamh Dowler, Oﬀaly County Council.
For more informa!on about The Spot Junior Club and
Youth Café or to get involved and support the project
please contact us on 089 249 5101. Like and follow us on
Facebook at The Spot Youth Café or email us on
birryouthcafe@gmail.com.
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BANAGHER ROAD, BIRR

057 912 2840

Award winning Deli Serving
BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER
Wide Selection of Groceries
SIT DOWN AREA

SHOP & HOTEL
SUPPLIES
(BIRR) LTD.

CRINKILL, BIRR, CO. OFFALY.
TEL: 057-9120682

FAX: 057-9121847

Wholesale Merchant and Distributor

Our Fully Licensed Restaurant is open
for Dinner and A La Carte nightly
6.30 - 9.00 p.m. Tues. to Sat. incl.

Brendan Street,
Birr.

Our popular Sunday Lunch
is a treat for all the family

Suppliers of all leading products

12.30 - 2.30 p.m. Children Welcome.

Stockists of large supply of
glasses for bar trade.

Early Bird Menu Served 7 Days
4.00 - 7.30 p.m.

Tel: 057-9121795
Fax: 057-9121796

Email: thethatch@eircom.net
Web: www.thethatchcrinkill.com
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ORDER OF MALTA

BIRR Year Review 2017

Order of Malta Birr Roscrea Unit
(L‐R) Gary Doherty, Michael Cashen, Jamie Hynes‐Doonan, Rebecca Gaye, Nancy Murtagh and Jackie Dillon

A%er over 50 years in existence, our Unit of the Order of
Malta Ambulance Corps con!nues to serve the communi!es
of Birr and Roscrea and the surrounding areas. The unit is a
busy hive of ac!vity at present with a great variety of events
covered in the last part of 2016 and into 2017.
The unit provide first aid and pre‐hospital support to
members of the public and we are fortunate that the good
people of Birr and Roscrea con!nue to entrust us with this
responsibility. We provide cover for events, fes!vals,
concerts as well as local pa!ent transfer services for those
seeking support to and from respite services.
Some highlights of the past 12 months include:
Charity walks such as “Darkness into light”
Regular pa!ent transfers to and from respite
Blood bank which visits the Marian Hall in Birr three !mes
a year
‘Cré’‐ a music fes!val fundraiser in Roscrea
Body and Soul‐ a large scale weekend fes!val in
Westmeath
Youth 2000‐ a Catholic Youth Fes!val in Cistercian College
Roscrea
Pieta House 100 Cycle: a charity cycle in aid of Pieta House
Birr vintage week‐ vintage fes!val in Birr town
Game Fair‐ annual event in Birr Castle
GAA‐ various camogie matches in the local area, hurling
blitzes in Cistercian College Roscrea
Rugby‐ support for Rugby blitzes and some matches in
Back (L to R): Oscar Carroll, Callum Doonan,
Brid Hunter.
Front (L to R):Naomi Kelly, Pauline Kennedy.

Cistercian College Roscrea
Na!onal Ploughing Championships‐ held this year in
Screggan, Co. Oﬀaly
Alongside these events, we are fortunate to be sta!oned
every weekend in Bike Park Ireland. Posi!oned at
Knockshegowna, Ballingarry, we are delighted to provide
first aid care at this exci!ng loca!on.
With the con!nued support of the communi!es of Birr and
Roscrea we are fortunate to be able to facilitate training to
a very high standard for our 22 current members. We
facilitate training every Thursday in ‘Teach Tús Nua’, Grove
St, Crinkle, Co. Oﬀaly at 8pm and are delighted to be able to
train our members from First Aid Response to Emergency
Medical Technician level. Our qualifica!ons are awarded by
the Pre Hospital Emergency Care Council (PHECC) and
standards and training are of utmost importance to us!
So a massive thank you to the people of Birr and Roscrea for
your faith, trust and support which is invaluable to us in the
unit. We have been able to oﬀer a whopping 2,618 man
hours (from October 2016‐ September 2017) in suppor!ng
the local communi!es and owe you all a debt of gra!tude
for helping us maintain our standards and training through
booking us for events. We always welcome new members
so if you feel like you would like to join us as a medic, a
helper or even as an ambulance driver, please don't hesitate
to make contact on birr@orderofmalta.ie or 087‐995 7394.
We would be delighted to hear from you.

Order of Malta (l‐r) Nancy Murtagh, Rebecca Gaye, Callum Doonan, Kenny Cooke, Andrea Cooke,
Gary Doherty, Jackie Dillon, Kerry McAndrew, Jamie Hynes‐Doonan, Jimmy Cooke.

2017 Part 2_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:46 PM Page 130

WILLS & PROBATE
PERSONAL INJURIES
ACCIDENT CLAIMS
FAMILY LAW
W
SALES
PURCHASES - COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL PROPERTIES

T: +353 (0) 57 912 0293 |E: info@thomaswenright.ie |W:
|
www.thomaswenright.ie

Larkins
Formalwear
Benny Larkin
Emmet Square, Birr, Co. Offaly
Email:larkinsformalwear@gmail.com

HAIRDRESSING
Connaught Street, Birr
Family run since 1913
Now stocking a ran
rang
ge of
quality shaving products
Opening Hours
Tuesday to Friday:
9.30 am - 5.30 pm
Saturday:
9.00 am - 5.00 pm
Closed for Lunch: 12.45 pm - 1.45 pm

Tel: 057-9125856
Mobile: 087-6370179
www.larkinsformalwear.com
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Pictured with our hosts, Lady Rose Lauritzen and Peter Lauritzen, during our visit to Mount Stewart on 10 June 2017. Included in
the picture are Lord Rosse, Chapter Head, with Lady Rosse; John Joyce, Chairperson, Gerry Browne, Treasurer as well as
members of the Birr/Midlands Commi"ee and Chapter and fellow members from the Cork, Limerick and London Chapters.

IRISH GEORGIAN SOCIETY ‐ BIRR/MIDLANDS CHAPTER
The FAN (famous and notables of Birr) tourist trail launched
in June 2016 con!nued to feature in our ac!vi!es. By
Summer 2017, we had organised the uploading of the
brochure on the Visit Oﬀaly website, www.visit oﬀaly.ie and
on facebook site www.facebook.com/Famous & Notables of
Birr Trail. Addi!onal copies of the brochure as well as flyers
were printed in !me for the re‐opening of Birr Tourist Oﬃce
in !me for the Summer Season.
In what is now becoming an annual addi!on to the Birr
Vintage Week programme, John Joyce, Chair, gave an
introductory talk on the FAN trail, visi!ng a selected number
of blue plaques along the way.
A further two plaques will be added to the exis!ng 25 in the
near future.
As usual we remain indebted to Rosalind Fanning and Jackie
Lynch who con!nue their dedica!on to the project as well as
to the Elected Members of the Municipal District of Birr,
Oﬀaly County Council, who supported the ini!a!ve with a

generous grant.
Birr/Midlands Chapter enjoyed a trip to Northern Ireland on
10/11 June. Along the way we stopped at Oldbridge House,
Ba"le of the Boyne Centre, and Castle Ward, the la"er
having associa!ons with Mary Ward, cousin of the 3rd Earl
of Rosse. Next stop was Mount Stewart house and gardens,
County Down. The following day we visited Hillsborough
Palace and gardens also in County Down and then went on
to Ardress House and the Argory, both in County Armagh.
We were accompanied by fellow IGS members from Kerry,
Clare and Galway as well as from the London Chapter.
The photo below shows the group in the gardens of Mount
Stewart House on the evening of Saturday 10 June 2017.
The Irish Georgian Society always welcomes new members.
For informa!on visit IGS Headquarters’ website at
h"p://www.igs.ie; and don’t forget to visit the Birr/Midlands
sec!on at h"p://www.igs.ie/about/birr‐and‐midlands‐
chapter

Presenta#on Brothers Birr Oﬀaly Under‐12 Cup Winners 1957/58
Back Row (L to R): Brendan McMenamin, Tom Nugent, Damien Mar!n, Eugene Coady,
Clement Davis, Willie Loughnane, Declan Hennessy.
Front Row: Kieran Dolphin, Seamie Feehan, Johnny Coolahan, Liam Carter, Michael O’Connor, Michael McIntyre.
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HASSETTS
Home, garden and build
Crinkill
057 91 20103

Banagher
057 91 52975

Helping you build a better home!
LOVE FOOD

Cafe

Martin Treacy
Engineering
(Formally John Gleeson & Sons Engineering)

Deli

Green Street,
Birr, Co. Offaly

In the Heart of Birr
Irish Restaurant Association
Best Casual Dining in Offaly
2011, 2012, 2013

Tel: 087 7676873
Java Republic Coffee
100% Organic
100% Fairtrade
Gluten Free Cakes & Scones
Available Daily

Best Café in Offaly 2016
31 Main Street
Birr, Co. Offaly
057-9125678

Bridgestone Award
2009-2013

Manufacturers of Wrought Iron Gates,
Railings and Agricultural Equipment

2013 - Present
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TEACH TÚS NUA ‐ CRINKILL
Teach Tus Nua Crinkill Community House opened in June 2012
as a result of a group of residents in Grove Street and the wider
Crinkill community coming together to iden!fy supports and
services needed to address the needs of the area. These
community volunteers worked with a myriad of agencies to put
together an ac!on plan and through the support of Oﬀaly
County Council, Oﬀaly Local Development Company, An Garda
Síochána, HSE, Department of Social Protec!on and Laois Oﬀaly
ETB secured a community house which is available to all
community groups to use.
The Order of Malta is based in the house and holds training and
refresher courses throughout the year; they meet weekly on
Thursday evenings. The ICA use the kitchen /mee!ng space to
meet on Monday nights. This past year we have held a Christmas
Cra% workshop thanks to SICAP funding through Oﬀaly Local
Development Company. From this a women’s baking circle
started and hold regular cookery mornings. The commi"ee have
also iden!fied the need to support youth projects for the young
people living in the community. Some of the ac!vi!es held in
the last year are Halloween fun and games, Pumpkin Carving,
Art & Cra% a%erschools ac!vity, summer camps with Oﬀaly
Local Development Company and West Oﬀaly Training. For
more informa!on on upcoming workshops, supports or how
your group can use the space please contact us.
The space has a fully fi"ed kitchen & mee!ng space, wheelchair
accessible toilet, a small computer room upstairs with internet
access and oﬃce facili!es. The space is available for hire at very
reasonable rates – inquiries to 089 4844647 or email
Crinkill"n@gmail.com. Also, you can follow us on our Facebook
page – Teach Tus Nua Community House Crinkill.
The current commi"ee members are Nancy Murtagh, Chris!na
Donoghue, Francis Kawala, Declan Cooke, Sean Maher, Kevin
Cooke. This commi"ee is supported by an interagency steering
group with Rose O Keefe Oﬀaly County Council, Maedhbh
Gordon Oﬀaly Local Development Company and Cllr. John
Carroll Local Elected Representa!ve suppor!ng the commi"ee
to meet the iden!fied needs of the Crinkill community.
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CARRIG TIDY TOWNS

In 2017 the Tidy Town Commi"ee ac!vely worked on a
number of projects to enhance the environment of the
Village.
We con!nued to develop our wildlife area on the Bog Road
adjacent to the old R.I.C Barracks. Addi!onal space was le%
uncut along the hedgerows to protect wildlife, this was done
in keeping with recommenda!ons from last year's Tidy
Towns Report. Hopefully this will add to the biodiversity of
the area by providing shelter for various species during the
winter months.
We concentrated on increasing the flower displays in the
Village this year and used plan!ng schemes which would
benefit pollinators. To our surprise one hanging basket
produced ripe tomatoes. Perhaps an idea for 2018. Our

commi"ee member John English, above le%, enjoyed the
surprise. While the Commi"ee benefits from Grant
assistance from Tipperary County Council it is always
necessary to get an addi!onal source of funding. This year
we made an appeal to the local business community and we
are sincerely grateful for the very generous response of
those who supported that appeal. The Commi"ee is
grateful for the support from the en!re village Community
for its input into the appearance of the village.
A debt of gra!tude is also due to the Community worker
Mar!n who contributes greatly to maintaining the
appearance and !diness of the village.
Gra!tude is also due to Tipperary County Council and for
their ongoing support and financial assistance

BIRR UNDER 10’S RUGBY BLITZ 1985
The Birr squad pictured below were the winners of the inaugural Tom Ke"le fes!val of Rugby, a Leinster wide compe!!on
for under 10’s played in the aforemen!oned Tom Ke"le’s home club of Balbriggan. This was a ten a‐side game, it is worthy
of note that Birr could not raise the numbers to aﬀord themselves any subs!tutes but this did not inhibit them as they won
all their games in style. The Tom Ke"le Cup is s!ll played each year and Birr were again honoured in 2015 on the 30th
anniversary where a presenta!on was made to commemorate this li"le‐known victory. While all concerned can consider
themselves stars, Coach Noel Coughlan had a good eye for talent as he persuaded a young Ronan O’Gara to tog out while
on a visit to his Birr cousins. It is one of Ronan’s favourite Leinster victories!

Back Row (L to R): Noel Coughlan (Coach), Mundy
Enright, Ritchie Coughlan, Willie Coughlan,
Michael Barlow, Colin Hanniﬀy.
Front Row: Ronan O‘Gara, Tristan Dooley,
Eoin Loughnane, Jim Davis, Alan Hennessy.
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BIRR STAGE GUILD
It was busy, busy as usual for Birr Stage Guild during 2017.
At the end of January we presented Joseph & his Amazing
Technicolored Coat. This very popular Andrew Lloyd
Webber and Tim Rice musical drew large crowds to the
Marian Hall. Lloyd Webber is the producer of some of the
world’s best known musicals including Cats, Phantom of the
Opera and Evita. Lloyd Webber saw the first performance of
this musical in 1968 in London. The produc!on opened in
the West End and enjoyed a record breaking two and a half
years at the London Palladium and has been a firm favourite
of theatre goers and musical lovers since then.
The Birr produc!on team of Tommy Lyndon, director and
Enda O’Connor as musical director gave us a stunning
performance. Tommy Lyndon is no stranger to the stage as
actor and director in many Birr Stage Guild produc!ons. He
has appeared on the AIMS awards list for Best Actor playing
Arthur Kipps in Half a Sixpence. Most recently Tommy has
played The Rabbi in Fiddler on the Roof, and Narrator in
Michael Donegan’s memorable produc!on of Sowing the
Wind.
Enda O’Connor, as musical director was excited to take part
in this produc!on. He is a music teacher in St. Brendan’s
Community School, Birr, having studied music at Trinity
College Dublin, The Royal Irish Academy of Music and The
Royal Academy of Music in London. Birr Stage Guild is
fortunate to have such a talented musical director involved
in our produc!ons.
The cast of characters being huge, it is impossible to men!on
them all by name. They certainly did jus!ce to the very
popular numbers such as Any Dream Will Do, One More
Angel in Heaven and Go Go Go Joseph.
The Guild held its AGM in Dooly’s Hotel in May. There was
a very large a"endance and heartening to see so many new
and enthusias!c faces at the mee!ng. Lisa Byrne as
Chairperson and Dawn Lagace as Secretary re!red from their
respec!ve roles. We thanked them both for their

Laura McDowell and Mar#n Errity receiving their prize for
2nd place from Nuala Hogan.

BIRR Year Review 2017

Barry Kennedy receiving his trophy and prize for 1st place
from Nuala Hogan (Secretary, BSG) in Karoke War
compe##on in October

commitment and dedica!on to the Guild. The elec!ons
brought Adrian Sheils as Chairman and Darragh Molloy as
Vice‐Chair, Nuala Hogan as Honorary Secretary and Damien
Dillion and Esther Boulton as Honary Treasurers. A lively
discussion took place and plans put in place for an exci!ng
year.
During the year we lost our dear friend Gail Kelly, a
dedicated commi"ee member and performer on stage. We
have fond memories of her performances, especially as Aunt
Eller in Oklahoma, as Bloody Mary in South Pacific and in
Brian Friel’s Lovers. May she rest in peace.
Birr Stage Guild in conjunc!on with Birr Lions Club and Birr
Municipal Council was happy to support Maureen de Forge
in hos!ng a dance Summer Camp ‐ A Chance to Dance for
children with special needs in Birr Theatre and Arts Centre.
In September and October, the Guild ran a very popular and
entertaining fundraiser Sing. This ‘karaoke sing‐oﬀ’ saw 45
contestants sing over four nights in Kelly’s Pub, Haverty’s,
The Chestnut and The Swan with the finale held in Dooly’s
Hotel on October 13th. Compe!!on was high, with lots of
talent on stage but the public voted Barry Kennedy who sang
I Feel Good, Mar!n Errity and Laura McDowell who wowed
the crowds with Meat Loaf’s I’d Do Anything For Love, and
Lindsay Murphy’s lively rendi!on of Shania Twain’s Man, I
Feel Like a Woman as the three finalists. Barry Kennedy
pipped the post to win out the compe!!on. A lively and
memorable evening was had by all.
As we go to press, rehearsals are well underway for our next
musical, Mel Brooks famous show, The Producers. We are
very much looking forward to its run at the end of January,
2018 in the Marian Hall. Paul Norton is making a return to
Birr as director with Enda O’Connor as musical director. See
you there!!
We would very much like to thank all our patrons, sponsors,
audience members and all who supported us in 2017. Here’s
to a drama!c 2018!!
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D.A. Houlihan & Son
Solicitors

Offices in Birr & Ferbane
T. 057 9120026
F. 057 9121086
info@dahoulihan.ie
www.dahoulihan.ie

EXPERIENCE & CONTINUITY

Kingston Funeral
Directors
CASTLETOWN, FORTAL, BIRR
& KINGSTON FUNERAL HOME,
BRIDGE STREET, BIRR

Embalming-GraveNewspaper-Repatriation
Everything Arranged
24 Hour Service

Tel 057 9131800,
086 0816435
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Pictured at the launch of OFFline Film Fes#val 2017 which took place in Spinners on Castle St. are
(l‐r) John Johnson, Adam Bristow, Gary Hoctor (Fes#val Director) Bill Larkin, Clodagh Fay, Diana Dobinson‐Mar#nez, Elaine Houlihan,
Marcella Corcoran Kennedy TD (Fes#val Chairperson) and Emma Nee Haslam.

OFFLINE FILM FESTIVAL
For five days every October, Birr becomes a miniature
Cannes (without the sunshine or the beach of course ‐ but
you can guess where we’re going with this!) . Film directors,
producers, writers, actors – and most importantly an
audience – come from all over the world, and converge upon
the area for the OFFline Film Fes!val.
Now in it's eighth consecu!ve year, OFFline has grown into
one of the most coveted film Fes!val experiences on the
circuit, for both filmmakers and audience alike. And that's
not just because the film crowd like the craic in Birr...
It's because OFFline is a film Fes!val with a serious
diﬀerence. When you go to a regular film Fes!val, you don't
ever get close to the stars. At OFFline, there's a fair chance
you might sup a pint with your favourite film‐star in the pub
a%er the screening!
This year was no excep!on. Opening the Fes!val this year is
The Drummer & The Keeper, coming straight from its
cri!cally acclaimed screening at the 2017 Galway Film
Fleadh. A huge crowd arrived in Birr Theatre & Arts Centre
to watch the directorial feature debut of Nick Kelly,
renowned for his award winning shorts such as Shoe and
Delphine.
Another homemade highlight was the documentary Kevin
Roche: The Quiet Architect, which similarly played to a
packed house. The film is a portrait of Irish‐American
architect Kevin Roche, who at the age of 93 s!ll works full
!me. The documentary encompasses many poignant
architectural ques!ons, such as its role in democra!c society
and the importance of community. In addi!on, the screening
was treated to a discussion with Crinkill na!ve director Mark
Noonan, who graduated from UCD architecture before
becoming a filmmaker, and the film’s execu!ve producer,
Nicky Grogan.
The exci!ng addi!on of the I‐LoFAR ( Irish Low Frequency
Array) telescope antenna, to Birr Castle prompted the
compelling screening of 13,000,000,000 Miles From Birr ‐
again to a packed house with a fascina!ng Q&A with Prof.
Peter Gallagher of Trinity College.
But it wasn't just big Irish films on show – quite the opposite.
The shorts selec!on was a mind‐blowing collec!on of the
best of all short films being produced both locally and
interna!onally in the past year, screenings included the

FilmOﬀaly bursary winner Kubrick By Candlelight among
many others.
But perhaps the most thrillingly unique aspect to OFFline is
the 57‐hour film‐making challenge, which is exactly what it
says on the !n. Filmmakers come to Birr with nothing except
an idea and energy, and leave Birr with a finished film and a
new found coﬀee addic!on, and possibly a healthy
hangover. And it's all to play for – each year of OFFline, the
winning 57‐hour film gets a slot in the next annual Galway
Film Fleadh! This year also sees the exci!ng launch of the 6
month Anima!on Residency ‐an exci!ng opportunity for
budding Irish animators to develop and create full !me while
also contribu!ng to Birr’s aspira!ons of becoming a
prominent anima!on hub.
As always, the wrap party was a massive hit with the
filmmakers and the audience, which went on into the wee
hours, and no doubt le% a few sore heads for the Sunday
morning brunch in Dooley's Hotel! A%er the much enjoyed
brunch, filmmakers and fans alike make their way back up to
the Theatre, for the awards ceremony – which threw up a
few surprises, as always!
As the five days of 2017 OFFline came to a close, the
recurring mantra being excitedly recited by filmmakers and
audience alike was ‐ “See you next year!!”

Serena Pilkington

Answers to Faces & Places
1. Audrey Nevin
2. 11 Emmet Square
3. Helen White
4. 15 Connaught Street
5. Paul Barber
6. 10 Emmet Square
7. Regina Fitzgerald Delaney
8. 2 John’s Place
9. Esther Norris
10. 12 O’Connell Street
11. Dolores Molloy
12. 13 O’Connell Street
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SUB PROJECT

The SUB Project stands for ‘Saol ur Biorra’ or ‘New Life in
Birr’. It engages young people, aged 12 – 18 years, from the
Birr/ Shinrone and Crinkle area in Co. Oﬀaly in a range of
posi!ve and construc!ve ac!vi!es which facilitates their
personal development and promotes their civic
responsibility. The wide range of ac!vi!es includes sports,
fishing, arts and cra%s, computers, community awareness
projects, a variety of workshops and other special interest
groups.
The SUB is a Garda Youth Diversion Project, managed by
Foroige and is funded by the Irish Youth Jus!ce Service and
operated in conjunc!on with the Garda Community
Rela!ons Sec!on of An Garda Síochána. Foroige are the
biggest na!onal youth organisa!on in Ireland and currently
manage and operate 33 Garda Youth Diversion Projects.
These projects provide a focus for local youth to get involved
in produc!ve and rewarding programmes and ac!vi!es that
support their own development and the development of
their community.
The project has facilitated young people engaging in a
number of pro social ac!vi!es throughout 2017 which have
included fishing, compu!ng, golf, beauty workshops and
many more recrea!onal ac!vi!es of interest and benefit to
the young people. The project also con!nues to successfully
run a number of structured programmes that have been
researched and designed by Foróige. These programmes of
interven!on aim to examine young people’s decision making
skills, mo!va!on to change, empathy levels and their
involvement in their local community. The programmes also
examine a number of topics such as drug use, drinking,
engaging in an! social behaviour and the importance of

living a healthy lifestyle.
During the summer, the project engaged all young people in
ac!vi!es to promote personal development, community
rela!ons and pro social ac!vity.
Four par!cipants from the project engaged in the Birr Tidy
Towns. These YP with assistance from project staﬀ
renovated and painted the benches in Mill Island Birr, as
their contribu!on towards Birr Tidy Towns 2017. The young
people took great pride in their work and contribu!on
towards the upkeep of the local community and a"ended
the Birr Tidy Towns Awards Night upon comple!on of their
task. The young people were awarded with fi%h place for
their eﬀorts and were happy to receive the recogni!on for
their work.
The project has also worked to enhance posi!ve
Garda/youth rela!ons within the community through the
involvement of local Gardaí in the delivery of programmes.
The project engaged ten of the young people in weekly
soccer training in Birr; incorpora!ng members of the local
Gardaí in Birr to gain and assist in the facilita!on of soccer
training. The young people played a match against members
of the local Gardaí. The score was 10‐ 8 in favour of the
Gardaí. This day was a posi!ve ou!ng for all involved and
thoroughly enjoyed by young people and adults alike. This
was the 7th annual soccer match whereby the young people
in the SUB project played members of the Birr Gardaí.
While much work has been carried out throughout 2017 the
project is looking forward to engaging with young people in
2018 and suppor!ng them as they con!nue their personal
development.
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BIRR COMHALTAS
Birr Comhaltas has had another busy and successful year
with its membership expanding and its calendar of events
growing by the year.
We had our annual concert in Birr Theatre and Arts centre
on Sunday 9th April and it was a toe‐tapping night of live
tradi!onal music, song, dance and stories presented by
visi!ng and local ar!sts. Our special guest was Daithi
Gormally, Senior Accordion Champion 2015. The concert
had a wonderful line up of talent, with a remarkable number
of enthusias!c and skilled younger players from the area.The
show was a resounding success and clearly demonstrated
the deep well of musical talent which we have in our midst.
Our music classes are going from strength to strength under
the guidance of David Kinsella and as the demand has grown
the number of classes has expanded to meet that demand.
Those classes have become very popular and have provided
a very unique opportunity for our use to be taught the skills
of Irish tradi!onal music by one of our finest musicians.
These classes take place every Wednesday evening at the
County Arms hotel, during term !me, and any enquiries can
be directed to David Kinsella on 087 656 7238 or
davidkinsella773@gmail.com.
As we have come to expect a number of our members once
again made it to the finals of the all‐Ireland Fleadh in Ennis
in August. Winners included Roisin Kinsella on piano, and

members of the Under 12‐
figure dancing troupe. In
October we had our annual
Trad
for
Trócaire
fundraising session in
Nolan’s pub in Connaught
Street, Birr. This is a very worthy cause and is always a
highlight of our annual calendar of events. It was a very
successful and enjoyable night with the added bonus of
raising a substan!al sum of money for Trocaire. Throughout
the year we have regular music sessions on the first Friday of
each month. These are held in rota!on amongst a number of
diﬀerent pubs in town and are a guaranteed night of fun and
enjoyment with the finest of tradi!onal music.
The !metable and schedule of these sessions can be found
on our website birrcomhaltas.net and also on our Facebook
page, Birr Comhaltas.
These websites are regularly updated and also provide a very
useful resource for all interested in our tradi!onal music and
dance.
Sadly, during the year, a good friend to our members died,
and we remember Mar!n McHugh (above) for his skills as a
bodhran player and as a teacher, and for his exuberant good
spirits and companionship. May he rest in peace.

BIRR COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE
Birr Community Resource Centre, situated in the Carpark at
Costcu"er’s, Unit 1, Glebe Street, Birr, is a non profit making
community facility. We provide a mee!ng space in which
the community and surrounding areas can avail of classes or
community group mee!ngs.
We are home to Babòg Parent and Toddler group, Art classes
with Ta!ana, Art Classes with Kathleen Gormley and a
number of other groups.
The Centre has a spacious hall and kitchen which makes it
an ideal venue for children’s par!es, mee!ngs and classes
all at a reasonable rate.
For more informa!on please contact our oﬃce on 057 91
21912 or email cbirrrresource@yahoo.ie you can also find
us on Facebook.
139

2017 Part 2_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:46 PM Page 140

Telephone:
Rath 057 91 33002 - Kilcormac 057 91 35004 - Tullamore 057 93 25500
Rosemount 090 64 36358 - Moate 090 64 66526 - Moyvore 044 93 55593

email: sales@grennagri.com

Crinkill Superstore
057 91 21129

Please Shop Locally
22 Years Servicing the Local Community

Opening Hours
8.00 a.m. - 9.00 p.m.
7 Days a Week

We Sell
Everything

Continued Success to the Birr Review

THE SUNRISE INN
Townsend Street, Birr.

Tel: 057-9120345

Enjoy home cooked

pub grub
in comfortable and
friendly surroundings
Family groups and small parties catered for
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RIVERVIEW RESOURCES
Riverview Resources located in Ely House, Johns Terrace,
Birr Co. Oﬀaly provides a Day Service to adults with an
Intellectual disability and is run by the Daughters of
Charity Disability Support Service. Riverview Resources
oﬀers a broad range of programmes of which are both
educa!onal and social. It has been a very busy year as
we con!nue to produce a broad range of cra% items
which are on sale here at Riverview Resources.
In August 2016 the development of our Sensory Garden
began and con!nued to its comple!on in July 2017. The
success of this project is a result of the con!nued
collabora!ve work between Riverview Resources and
The Tidy Towns Commi"ee, The Lions Club, The Credit
Union, St Brendan’s Environmental group, TUS, St
Brendan’s community school and many more. There
was large sponsorship given from the business
community and people of Birr and surrounding areas.
We were overwhelmed by the support that we got and
generosity of all involved and for
this we are extremely thankful.
Keeping Fit
Service users received Silver
cer!ficates for par!cipa!ng in a
walking challenge with Oﬀaly
sports partnership . Service users
also received cer!ficates for the
par!cipa!on in Fitness classes with
Orla Carey Fitness in Carrig hall
Courses
Service users have completed
many courses with the Educa!on
Training Board North Tipperary
including Literacy / Gardening/
Personal Development and Cra%
courses.

BIRR Year Review 2017

Catriona Larkin , Audrey Kennedy,
Sinead Ni Dhomhnaill, Tom Gallagher and
Enda Moran cu(ng the ribbon at the opening of
our Sensory Garden 27th July 2017.

Service users receiving cer#ficates for the par#cipa#on in Fitness classes
with Orla Carey Fitness in Carrig Hall.

Riverview Resources were awarded 2nd prize in the Clubs compe##on for their Sensory Garden at the
Birr Tidy Towns awards night held in Dooly’s hotel
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Personal Lines and Commercial Insurance Brokers
Insuring Your World Today

Incorporating Garry Fleury Insurance Ltd

o

o Providers of: Farm Insurance, Motor Trade Insurance, Commercial Insurance, Home Insurance,
Public/Products and Employers Liability, Motor Insurance, Motor Fleet Insurance, Professional Indemnity
o Retail Insurance, Public House, Property Owners and more

Market Square, Birr, County Offaly

Tel: 0579120777

Email: info@ghdi.ie

Web: www.ghdi.ie

Gorman Hooper Dolan Insurances Limited is regulated by The Central Bank of Ireland
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BIRR MILITARY
HISTORY GROUP

Although our group usually visits sites connected with the
Leinster Regiment’s engagements during the First World
War in Europe we have also visited significant World War
Two ba"le and holocaust sites and tried, as far as
possible, to make these visits coincide with appropriate
anniversaries. Our trips have enabled us to visit some
memorable military, natural and man‐made sites, some
in ruins and some lovingly restored which have catered
for the diﬀering tastes of those on the trips.
Looking for a venue for our 2017 trip it was decided to
visit the Maltese islands which have been occupied for
almost seven thousand years and fought over by almost
Members of Birr Military History Group Billy Gleeson,
every na!on including the Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Ger O'Meara, Dave Wilson, Joe Breen, Derek Coulter and Eamon
French, German and Bri!sh and which retain a treasure
Coonan at St Paul's Cathedral, Mdin.
trove of ancient and modern, cultural, historical and
“Nurse of the Mediterranean”. As many of the soldiers who
military sites.
Malta is only 27km by 14km but we split an open‐top bus died on Malta died from injuries or illness rather than killed
tour into a northern and a southern trip to take in as much in ac!on on the island most of the cemeteries are classified
as possible. The northern route took in the Avia!on as Military Cemeteries rather than Commonwealth War
Museum which has informa!on that Baron Von Trapp (yes Graves Commission Cemeteries. In the IMTARFA Military
THAT Baron Von Trapp) who apparently captained a U‐Boat Cemetery we saw the grave of Hugh Pollock the first
that a"acked allied shipping around Malta and many of the husband of the author Enid Blyton and in the Santa Maria
aerodrome buildings now house a very interes!ng cra% Addolorata cemetery a large number of Irish gravestones
village. Passing through Mosta we saw the magnificent including the only member of the Leinster Regiment, Private
Mosta Cathedral which boasts the third largest unsupported John Galgey from Shandon, Cork who was killed in Salonika
dome in the world. During a German air raid a 1000 pound in December 1916.
bomb crashed through the dome but failed to explode and We headed for the neighbouring island of Gozo which is only
none of those a"ending Mass was injured, the event being a 15 minute trip on the ferry which takes cars, vans, and
hailed as a miracle. On to Rabat and then Mdina the old ar!culated trucks. The first stop was at the Rotunda Church
walled capital of the island built on an easily defended site of John the Bap!st a magnificent building with a clock tower
with its winding streets and magnificent St Paul’s Cathedral. which gives a stunning view over the countryside. A%er
The next day we started with the 2‐harbour cruise which lunch we drove to Dwejra Bay which is a centre for diving
gives a new perspec!ve of the many forts and ba"lements and the site of the best known natural feature known as the
lining the harbours of Valle"a and Sliema and the creeks Azure Window a massive natural archway which rises out of
which provide safe anchorage for the thousands of privately the sea and must be one of the most photographed features
owned yachts and cruise liners. On our return to dry land we of the island. Sadly, due to natural erosion of this local
took the southern route of the open‐top bus tour which sandstone archway collapsed earlier this year. We then
included lunch along the harbour front at Marsaxlokk. That moved on to The Citadel which lies in the heart of Victoria
evening we hired a bus for 2 days which would give us and dates from the 16th to the 18th centuries. Although
flexibility to visit the island of Gozo and see other sites not partly in ruins the Cathedral and the Bishop’s Palace remain
and the walls have recently been restored.
covered on the bus tours.
At only approximately one sixth the size of Oﬀaly Malta has No trip to Malta would be complete without a visit to St
roughly five !mes the popula!on who are a product of the John’s Co‐Cathedral and its Carravagio pain!ng of the
island’s history and geography, speaking Maltese, English, Beheading of St John the Bap!st but the queuing to enter is
Italian and most other European languages. Tourism is a well worth the eﬀort and the audio tape tour is very helpful
major industry which adds two million visitors to the in interpre!ng the altars, tombstones and vault pain!ngs.
popula!on each year. As Valle"a has been chosen as the The Cathedral is located on Republic Street which runs from
European Capital of Culture for 2018 there can only be the Triton Fountain at one end to Fort St Elmo at the other
increased demand for accommoda!on over the coming with State Buildings and a range of street cafes and shops
years. While many of the streets around the harbour areas along its length. Fort St Elmo houses the Na!onal War
can be very steep there are plenty of buses and taxis but Museum which covers in exhibits, artefacts and animated
scenes the history of the island from the earliest !mes up to
walking can be tough going.
From 1814 Malta became a Bri!sh possession and during the present.
the Crimean War the island became a rear base for the Our last full day took in some shopping, cemetery visits and
departure of troops and a receiving sta!on for casual!es. the Annual Military Ta"oo with marching bands drawn from
During the First World War Malta provided harbour and the armed forces and the police. We departed a hot sunny
dockyard facili!es for the Allies and her contribu!on in the Malta knowing that we had seen only a frac!on of what the
cause of sick and wounded soldiers earned her the !tle islands had to oﬀer.
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BIRR
Friday 4th August saw the beginning of one of the longest
running Fes!vals in the country with Birr turning back !me for
the 49th Annual Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes!val. The Fes!val
has evolved over the years into an historical, cultural and
community focused celebra!on of the town and this year’s
Programme featured over 200 events for all ages, entertaining
a wide audience with its dynamic range of vintage and modern
experiences in the town’s unique Georgian heritage
surroundings.
Since the Fes!val began in 1968, the Arts have played a central
role and this year saw an even greater breadth of ar!s!c talent
on display. Over one hundred local and visi!ng ar!sts took
part, showcasing an extravaganza of work in all media. Exci!ng
exhibi!ons and pop‐up studios transformed previously vacant
spaces into crea!ve hubs throughout the town and they, along
with master classes, arts and cra%s workshops and
demonstra!ons le% all par!cipants and visitors in agreement
that the standard and range of work on show was second to
none. The future of Arts in Birr is certainly assured!
With such a varied programme of over 100 events to choose
from it was hard to pick individual Fes!val highlights, however
the Vintage Parade which entertained the thousands of people
who thronged the streets of the town and enjoyed the displays
of marching bands, floats, vintage cars, tractors, bicycles and
machinery along with the street theatre performers was
undoubtedly one. Whilst the Parade passed oﬀ in dry
condi!ons, unfortunately the rain then fell, however those
who braved the wet enjoyed street entertainment which
added to the overall fes!ve atmosphere. Ormond Flying Club’s
annual Airshow and Family Fun Day. once again provided a
breathtaking display of vintage and modern aircra% and
entertainment and there were huge turn‐outs at both the
Pavement Art Compe!!on and the Children’s Treasure Hunt.
“Smash Hits” had the large crowd gathered at the Gig Rig on
Thursday dancing the evening away before a spectacular
fireworks display illuminated the skies above the town. These
events, together with many, many others including hilarious
lunch!me theatre at Birr Theatre & Arts Centre, the wonderful
array of goods at the An!que and Fine Art Fair, Leinster
Regiment Commemora!on Events at Birr Library, spor!ng fun
at Wilmer Tennis Club’s Vintage Tennis Tournament, the
hugely popular Car Treasure Hunt and the large turn‐out at Birr
Tidy Towns Dancing at the Crossroads ensured that the 49th
annual Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes!val was deemed to be an
outstanding success. Nightly entertainment in local pubs
included live music, candlelit nights and inter‐pub compe!!ons
which all added to the atmosphere of the Fes!val Week.
The importance of sponsorship, organisa!on and manpower
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VINTAGE

WEEK

has greatly increased as the Fes!val has expanded with local
support and par!cipa!on the key to its con!nued success.
The Organising Commi"ee would like to sincerely thank all
those who supported the Fes!val; Funders: Oﬀaly County
Council; Birr Municipal District and Oﬀaly Local Development
Company; Diamond Sponsors: Leigh Hollywood, Hollywoods
Garage and Birr Lions Club.
Pla!num Sponsors: The Earl & Countess of Rosse and Kieran
and Eithne Garahy, Garahy’s Garage; 18 Pub Sponsors; 9 Gold
Sponsors; 14 Silver Sponsors and 83 Bronze Sponsors for
their generous financial contribu!ons. Thanks are also due to
Oﬀaly County Council, Birr Municipal District, Birr Garda
Síochána, Birr Fire Brigade, Central Fire Sta!on (Tullamore),
Civil Defence, Marian Hall Commi"ee, Birr Community
Responder Group, Order of Malta, Birr & District Motor Club,
Birr Lions Club, Birr Chamber of Commerce, Birr Tidy Towns,
Dooly’s Hotel, our Programme Partner Birr Theatre & Arts
Centre; all the clubs, socie!es and venue owners who hosted
numerous events during the Fes!val Week and provided
such a fantas!c range of entertainment for all ages across
the town and to all the groups and individuals for your vital
volunteering spirit and enthusiasm both before and during
the Fes!val, your input was invaluable and your unceasing
enthusiasm is the corner‐stone on which successive Fes!vals
have been built.
Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes!val prides itself on its unique
blend of annual favourites, new events, vintage flavour and
modern entertainment and certainly this 49th Fes!val
proved to be an exci!ng and vibrant week which celebrated
Birr’s remarkable heritage and culture, inspiring par!cipa!on
and enjoyment in everyone who made the eﬀort to come out
and sample the events.
Next year Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes!val celebrates its
50th anniversary, and we are eagerly looking forward to it.
Plans are already underway to mark this momentous event
which will run from Friday 3 – Sunday 12 August 2018. We
really want to hear from past Commi"ee members,
businesses, clubs, socie!es and individuals who have
memories of by‐gone years or who have sugges!ons of
events that could be run in 2018. A “Memories Box” is
currently situated in Birr Library where it is hoped people will
“deposit” their memories of previous Fes!vals to be put on
display next year. If you would like to become involved in
any aspect of this, please contact the Organising Commi"ee
/ birrvintageweek2018@gmail.com and keep up to date with
ongoing Fes!val plans on Facebook.
Let’s make Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes!val 2018 the biggest
and best event ever!!

2017 Part 2_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:47 PM Page 146

Seats
Benches
Picnic
Tables
Planters

Low
Maintenance
Easy to Clean
Tough &
Durable

IRISH

No Staining
Required
100%
Recycled

RECYCLED
PRODUCTS

Decking
Fencing

Customised
Service
Available

Call John on 057 91 23828 or 087 7728 367
www.irishrecycledproducts.ie
email: sales@irishrecycledproducts.ie
Irish Recycled Products, Birr Enterprise Centre, Syngefield, Birr.

S HERCO S PORTS
Connaught St., Birr
We offer a wide range of betting
Horses

Dogs

Irish Lottery

Soccer

GAA

Rugby

Boxing - Plus lots more

Betting In Running available on all televised events
Call in for our

s that cannot be beaten.
Open 7 Days from 12.30 to late
Lunch, Dinner, A La Carte
and Outside Catering Menus Available
Let us look after your Christmas
and Family Occasion Parties!

Of Riverstown

For Booking and Further Information
Call us on 057 9121528

* Riverstown * Birr * Co. Offaly
parkersofriverstown@gmail.com
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BIRR TIDY TOWNS
2017 was a very busy year for the Birr Tidy
Towns Group. Running compe!!ons from
year to year involves a lot of planning and
hard work. Thanks to our sponsors Birr
Credit Union for sponsoring The Best Kept
Estate and Golden Brush Award and Liam
and Mary Butler, Haven Pharmacy for
sponsoring The Clubs Compe!!on. The
awards night was held in Dooly’s Hotel last
October. Some winners included Best Kept
Large Estate won by Corr Na Meala,
Hillside, Small Estate was won by Fairview
and The Golden Brush Award was won by
Smyth’s Barber Shop, Connaught street.
The Hospitality award was won by The
County Arms Hotel. The winners of The
Clubs Compe!!on was won by The Social
Club for all their hard work carried out at
Eden Road Corner and in second place was
another fabulous project The Sensory
Garden completed by The Riverview
Resource Centre. The Clubs Compe!!on is
a typical example of how the local
community can work together (by the
community for the community) and
transform a derelict building or communal
area to something spectacular. All of these
annual compe!!ons are run to enhance
our town for locals and visitors alike.
Another separate project completed this
year was Keele’s Arch Way sponsored by
Paul and Cathal Barber. Members of The

Spot Café prepared the walls for local
ar!st Alan Kennedy. Alan painted colourful
and beau!ful examples of Georgian
Streetscape and Birr Castle.
Also this year The Birr Tidy Town
commi"ee worked extremely hard with
many local groups, St. Brendan’s
Environmental Group, TUS Birr and Oﬀaly
County Council and the members Birr Tidy
Town commi"ee would like to thank these
groups for all their hard work keeping our
town clean and !dy.
The Birr Tidy Town Commi"ee were
delighted to present the first Newsle"er in
Autumn and looking forward to the 2018
newsle"ers providing informa!on about
wildlife habitat, sustainable energy,
sustainable waste, resource management
and !ps about your garden. You can also
follow us on Facebook. Birr Tidy Town also
launched
a
new
website:
birr!dytowns.wixsite.com/birr!dytowns
providing useful informa!on about
upcoming events and links to
environmental awareness. The Birr Tidy
Town shop is s!ll open for business in
Green Street and accepts all dona!ons.
If you would like to get involved with Birr
Tidy Towns or become a partner or
sponsor, please contact 086 8933627 or
email: birr!dytowns@gmail.com you can
also PM us on Facebook.

1. County Arms Hotel, 2. Sensory Garden at Riverview Resources, 3. Fairview,
4. Smyth’s Barbers, 5. Corr na Meala, 6. Keele’s Archway.
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CAMCOR BRIDGE CLUB
To bid or not to bid? That is the ques!on – not a puzzle for
the Prince of Denmark but for the player at the Bridge table.
The game of Bridge has fascinated people for centuries and
will con!nue to do so, not alone for the intellectual
challenges of the game but also for the social dimension
which is equally valuable. Another great advantage is that
wherever you are in the world there will be a game available
and the rules are almost iden!cal. The “Camcor” Club is one
of the Bridge Clubs in Birr. We meet every Wednesday night
in the County Arms Hotel for 7.30pm. It’s origin dates back
to the spring of 1987 when the late Joe Kearns RIP, held
Bridge classes in Kilcormac and Birr. On comple!on of the
classes the two groups met in the Rugby Clubhouse on the
banks of the Camcor river. Armed with a !n of biscuits and
a box of teabags we prac!ced our newly acquired skills –
under the watchful eye of Joe, I might add. Thank you for
giving us a wonderful hobby for life and a passport to
friendship.
However, come October 1987 we needed to join a Bridge
club and as nothing was open to us we decided to form our
own. So sugges!ons for a name for the proposed club went
into a hat and out came “Camcor” which all agreed was very

suitable given our loca!on. Next into the hat went the
names of all present and out came “Maria Ross” who was
elected our first President and the rest is history.
We enjoy a happy and thriving club in the “Camcor” where
courtesy and enjoyment are part and parcel of our opera!ng
principles. We aim that a night playing Bridge at the
“Camcor” should be a pleasant experience for all concerned.
As with all games compe!!on plays a part. Our numbers do
not allow for diﬀerent level sec!ons so we have a handicap
system to cater for that. We have 4 main compe!!ons in
the year i.e. the Individual Compe!!on, the Club Prize, the
Pairs Compe!!on and the President’s Prize. Prizes for these
compe!!ons are awarded at our final night of the year.
There are modest weekly cash prizes for 1st – 4th each night.
We sponsor a meal in the Hotel for all at Christmas and the
end of the year so that everyone in the club is a winner.
I recall all our wonderful members who have passed on –
“Go dtuga Dia suaimhneas síoraí dóibh"
Finally, an advert by an English Hotel promotoing Bridge
Breaks;
“All rooms are ensuite – partners provided”!!

LEGION OF MARY

Members of the Legion of Mary from Birr‐Roscrea Curia area visited Concilium Headquarters in Dublin during the summer.
Some of the group visited the grave of Frank Duﬀ, founder of the Legion of Mary.
Pictured (L to R): Mary McGee, Leo Minnock, Bernie Bolger, Fidelma Clavin,
Pat Pilkington, Mary O'Meara, Breda Breen and Sean Keeshan.
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Birr Scouts before heading to Annual Camp.
Back Row (L to R): Jack Ryan, (Leader), Mary Hayes (Leader) Moya Larkin, Ben Larkin, Colm Hogan,
Kenny Cooke, Leon Hogan, Niall Reddin, Filip Jadownicki, Patrick O’Connor.
Middle Row: Muireann Dermody, Ben Haslam, Gráinne Curley, Ciara Hoare, Sarah O’Rourke,
Eileen Dermody, Maja Jadownicka.
Front Row: Sean Egan (Leader), Sarah Larkin, Gillian Crowley, Cian McDowall, Brody Larkin,
Theo Kinsella, Aran Curley, Padraig Connaughton (Leader).

BIRR SCOUTS
“Wilderness is not a luxury but necessity of the human
spirit.” –Edward Abbey.
Human spirit, is not an individual idealism; human spirt is
that emo!onal, mental part of humanity. At Birr Scouts; we
are a social community of individual people working towards
the enlightenment of our world. Whether you were a scout
from decades ago or are s!ll a part of the community you
are always a scout and you are always a part of this
movement towards the be"erment of humanity. Scou!ng
in Birr has a profound impact on its members, young
adolescents are thrown together with mature teens and the
combina!on results in the crea!on of strong friendships and
rela!onships. It can be a very daun!ng !me for a person
when moving from primary school to secondary, however
having had the chance to interact with those that would
already be in secondary school, through scou!ng, kids are
given the chance to adapt to in line with this new change.
Birr Scou!ng Group is the third Oﬀaly Group to have been
founded and is now a bea!ng heart in the town’s livelihood;
one man who has nurtured this group, is Jack Ryan. Jack, is
the backbone of the scou!ng community in Birr, without
whom the town would have been at a terrible loss; his
dedica!on to ensuring that everyone enjoys their year in
scou!ng goes so far as to include him sleeping on the hard
ground in a tent as a leader during our weekend trips.
The year for the Birr Troop is an incorpora!on of weekend
trips to the Log Cabin in Kinni"y’s Slieve Bloom Mountains,
survival nights in the forests, braving the elements kayaking
along the River Camcor; not to men!on our week long
annual camping trip; this year in Glenshelane Scout
Campsite, Waterford! However, all these trips away begin
right back in November; as the autumn hues burst to life
amongst the trees and wildlife that surrounds, the troop

By Luke Sheridan

leaders are already busily organising events and schemes to
ensure that the year runs smoothly and is ac!on packed!
The scouts in Birr meet every Wednesday night; at these
mee!ng troop members are o%en set tasks, or educated and
engaged in other ac!vi!es to build skills in areas that can
later be used when away on trips. This o%en means the
scouts will meet at the local swimming pool to build on their
swimming ability and ensure they can enjoy being engaged
in water ac!vi!es when away on trips.
Mee!ngs from January to February are o%en engaged
likewise, troop members work towards gaining badges in
certain areas or planning ac!vi!es for the coming year. For
the older members, the Venture Group this included the
conversion of our old storage unit beneath the stage of the
Marian Hall into a ‘den’. Much further prepara!on and !me
is spent in preparing for our Annual Inves!ture which this
year was held in March. New recruits are oﬃcially
welcomed not only into the Birr Troop but also into the
global scou!ng community through an oﬃcial ceremony.
This year our Inves!ture was held in the Spot Youth Cafe,
and we again wish to thank the team who gave us the
opportunity to use the space. Our chaplain Fr. Pat Gilbert
celebrated the year to come and the year past at this point
in !me wishing the best of health and love on the
community.
In the mean!me the scouts spent !me in the ‘Cabin’ in the
Kinni"y Mountains where our Leader Padraig decided we
would undertake a quest to locate Arderin, the highest point
in Oﬀaly. The weather prevailed and a%er trudging through
the steep marshes against a frigh)ul wind Arderin was
located! As the weather began to improve and the nights
shortened our evening mee!ngs grew more adventurous.
We made great use of field development oﬀ the Camcor
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Kenny Cooke, Moya Larkin,
Gillian Crowley, Patrick
O'Connor, Mary Hayes,
Eileen Dermody and Ben
Haslam at Summer Camp.

River to use as a base for canoeing and kayaking. Other
nights included a Paddle Boarding excursion to the Shannon
river in Banagher.
On the June Bank Holiday weekend it was the moment for
the en!re troop, scouts and cubs to head to the Portumna
Forest Park for a weekend long adventure. This weekend is
o%en a key point in giving the troop the opportunity to
prepare for the week long annual camp. The rain was
against us, yet we prevailed and the brave few lasted the
pace, cold and wet, but standing strong. July saw the Scouts
and Ventures travel to their annual camp in Glenshelane,
County Waterford. The programme was ac!on packed and
had something for everybody, from team games on the
plains of the forest floor to the Waterford greenway cycle‐
lane. Other ac!vi!es ranged from sea kayaking and
bodyboarding, hiking and so much more. The ending of the
Camp brought with it a spectacular lightning display

however with it, some repercussions! The camp site is on a
gentle slope and as rain began to flow across the ground our
tents were over run with muddied water. And as the water
level con!nued to rise we were forced to abandon the tents
and sleep in an onsite cabin. As usual the camp was a
roaring success and the weather only adds to the fun!
The troop would not be the thriving success it is without the
help of our commi"ed leaders and parents; who spend
many hours working in fundraising and transpor!ng the
troop across the country. We would also like to thank you,
the people of Birr who have supported us throughout the
year as well as the Marian Hall commi"ee who make the
facili!es of the Marian hall available to us each year. We
want to also extend a welcome across to all people young
or older who would like to become more ac!vely involved in
the Birr Scouts; we are always recrui!ng and love to see new
faces and hear new ideas!

BIRR BOOK CLUB
2017 was another good year of reading for the book club.
As usual, some book choices proved popular with our
members, some not so much, but we had lots of friendly
debates and enjoyable mee!ngs.
One of the most enthusias!cally received books this year
was 'The Light Between Oceans' by M L Stedman. In the
1920s, a remote island oﬀ Western Australia is inhabited by
only two people, a lighthouse keeper and his wife. When a
boat washes ashore holding a dead man and a crying baby,
they make a decision which has far‐reaching consequences.
This well wri"en story of love and loss, right and wrong was
rive!ng from the first page.
An unexpected success was a sports autobiography by Andre
Agassi. 'Open' is an insight into the world of professional
tennis and vividly describes the path Agassi followed to get
to the top. The moulding of a child by an ambi!ous parent,
with subsequent loss of childhood and the relentless
pressure to achieve made this an enlightening and

compelling read.
In June, we read 'Before the Fall' by Noah Hawley. This
literary thriller was a hit with everyone. A billionaire's
private jet plunges into the sea with only two survivors and
in the media storm that follows, the dark side of celebrity
and wealth and the nature of how news is designed and
portrayed made for a thought‐provoking and fascina!ng
read.
Other !tles we read this year included 'A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn' by Be"y Smith, 'Slideshow Memories of a War!me
Childhood' by Marjorie Wa"s, 'Disgrace' by J M Coetzee,
'Lying in Wait' by Liz Nugent, 'Ham on Rye' by Charles
Bukowski, 'The Amateur Marriage' by Anne Tyler and
'Autumn' by Ali Smith.
The bookclub has been mee!ng for fi%een years now. We
keep it informal and sociable and are always happy to
welcome anyone interested in books. We meet on the
second Monday of every month.
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Cubs with
members of Birr
Order of Malta
during First Aid
CPR Training.

BIRR CUB SCOUTS
Birr Cub scouts have had a busy !me over the past year
between visits to our log cabin in Kinni"y and our annual
June bank holiday weekend camp in Portumna with the
Scout and Venture sec!ons. We also managed to a"end a
county Cub camp in Clara in May. This was organised by the
Clara unit with a pirate theme. A great weekend of
adventure was had by all.
During our weekly mee!ngs we had a variety of ac!vi!es.
We did sign language with Kathleen Cashen and found it
most interes!ng and useful. We also did a first aid/CPR
course over a few weeks with Birr Order Of Malta. It was so
good and the Cubs really learned a lot from this.
We finished up our year in June with a day with Birr Outdoor

Educa!on centre and had a great day. The first half was
spent canoeing in Banagher along with some pier jumping.
The second half was spent in the Outdoor Educa!on Centre
par!cipa!ng in numerous ac!vi!es. This brought to an end
a fantas!c year of fun, learning and friendships.
10 of our Cubs have moved on from us this year, many
progressing to the scout sec!on, we wish them all well. We
would also like to thank all who helped us with our
programme throughout the year.
Here’s to another fun filled and adventurous year ahead.
Birr Cub scouts meet on Tuesday nights from 7:30pm to
8:30pm in the Scout den beside the Marian Hall. At present
we cater for 35 boys and girls aged between 9 and 12 years.

BIRR GARDEN CLUB
Birr Garden Club has been going for over 50 years and
meet the first Tuesday of each month from October to
May. We have speakers covering garden topics and
flower arranging for Easter and Christmas. We usually
visit a local garden in May this year we visited Gash
Gardens which is well worth a visit. In June we go on
our annual ou!ng. This year we visited Boyces
Garden and Knockpatricks Garden in Foynes, Co.
Limerick. We have over 40 members and new
members are always welcome. Watch the Midland
Tribune for details of our mee!ngs.
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BIRR

FRESH B READS, CAKES,
SC ONES AND SANDWICHES
R E SH ,
A LWAYSI NF STO C K !
A LWAYSy’s, Moorepark, Birr
Mu lro one
0
057 912088

mu lro one y

sbirr

Market House Tavern
Market Square, Birr

Louise Larkin

Tel: 057-9120180

B.Sc. Eq. (Hons.), Dip. An. Phys., E.S.M.T., M.I.A.A.T.

Animal Physiotherapy
What can physiotherapy do for your animal?
Common conditions successfully treated with
physiotherapy include soft tissue injuries,
performance difficulties, gait abnormalities and
lameness, compensatory problems, muscle
imbalances, arthritis and general stiffness.

Enjoy a Pint
Sing a Song
Do Your Party Piece

087 975 8252

Musicians Welcome

www.louiselarkin.com
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The Birr 66 Bridge Club celebrated their Golden Jubilee towards the end of last year. A wonderful day was enjoyed by all, mee!ng old friends, reminiscing and
sharing memories of the early years playing bridge. The President of the Contract Bridge Associa!on of Ireland, Mr Pat Duﬀ and his wife Rita, Mr Peter O'Meara,
Regional President, Mr Dick Langford, their first President, and his wife Nuala, all a"ended. It was amazing to have eight members of the first commi"ee with them
‐ namely Mr & Mrs Langford, Roma Gilmar!n, Tess Liﬀey, June Glennon, Maura Purcell, Evelyn Maher and Gladys O'Meara, President 2016.

Birr 66 Bridge Club Celebrates 50th Anniversary

Front row (L to R): Carmel Carroll (Sec), Tess Liﬀey, Rita Duﬀ, Pat Duﬀ President of Contract Bridge Associa!on of Ireland, Gladys O'Meara President 2016,
Dick Langford First President 1966, Roma Gilmar!n, Aileen Watkins (Treas), Peter O'Meara Regional President.
Second row: Conor Dooley, John O'Meara, Myra Hardy, Cecilia Doorley, June Glennon, Catherine Murphy, Mary O'Gorman, Una O'Gorman, Maura Purcell,
Denise O'Hare, Pat Ryan, Maura Kerrigan, June Carroll, Maureen Hayes, Gay Halvey, Phil McNamara, Kiernan Guinan, Pat Reid.
Third row: Mai Kavanagh, Mary Byrne, Bernie Nolan, Brian Grimes, Mary Loughnane, Mary Grennan, Claire Grimes, Ann Symth, Agnes Doolin, Nell O'Riordan,
Phyllis Dooley, T.J. Cahir, Carmel Cahir, Paul Kerins, Mary Dolan, Phyllis Byrne, Michael Dolan, Lena Guinan, Michael Stephens, Mary Glendenning,
Nuala Langford, Sadie Leonard, Sam Glendenning, Delia Naughton, Phyllis Landy, Ann McDowell, Treasa Barry and Muriel McDonnell.

Pictured at the recent 50th anniversary celebra#ons of Birr 66 Bridge Club are:
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ST. BRENDAN’S ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP
St. Brendan’s Environmental Group is the local Community
Employment Group working with Community groups in Birr
and surrounding areas, it was founded in 1993.
Work carried out by the group includes general
maintenance, wall building, !ling, green area maintenance,
weed control, maintaining and watering of flower beds and
hanging baskets during the summer and autumn.
Community employment gives an opportunity for persons
on DSP payments to get back into the workforce and gain
access to further training.
The group also have a number of par!cipants working in
oﬃce administra!on, public informa!on provision and
recep!onist posi!ons.
Par!cipants employed on a CE scheme have the opportunity
to take part in training courses which are varied from basic
Fetac level 3 to Hetac level 6 or higher.
These courses decided upon are individual to each learner

following discussions with the scheme supervisor.
None of this would be possible without the dedica!on of the
voluntary directors, the scheme supervisor, and the very
good people working on the scheme.
Some of the groups currently included under the umbrella of
the scheme include, sports clubs e.g. Birr Town Soccer Club,
Wilmer Tennis Club, Carrig and Riverstown GAA Club, Birr
GAA Club, Birr SK8 Park and Birr Rugby Club.
Other organisa!ons include Carrig Community Hall and Tidy
Towns, Clareen Parish, St. Brendan’s Church of Ireland, Birr
Community Resource Centre, Marian Hall, Birr Tidy Towns,
St. Brendan’s RC. Currently there are 23 par!cipants on the
scheme.
Any voluntary organisa!on wishing to become a member of
the group can make contact on 087 2713766. Par!cipant
posi!ons are adver!sed on Intreo website on Jobs Ireland.

Pictured at the oﬃcial opening of the Leinster Room in Birr Library.
Cllr. Peter Ormond, Cathaoirleach Birr Municipal District, Marcella Corcoran Kennedy T.D., Col. Peter Walton, Leinster Regiment,
Mary Stuart, Head Librarian, Oﬀaly County Council, Col. Rory Radford Canadian Regiment, Tony Hayden, Leinster Regiment,
Denis Kirby, Leinster Regiment, and Cllr. John Clendennen, Leas Cathaoirleach, Oﬀaly County Council.
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The Donagher Brothers
M!"#$% #& &' &() W'*+, C-.

ocal brothers Tom and Sean Donogher are suﬀerers of
Duchenne muscular dystrophy, a progressive muscle
was"ng disease, and were confined to wheelchairs in
2011 at the young ages of 10 and 11.
What was a very sad year for the Donogher family turned
into the start of something spectacular with the brothers
a#ending their first Powerchair football training session with
local team Midlands United Powerchair football club. Li#le
did they know it would take over all of their lives and lead
them to receiving their first Interna"onal cap for their
country. The brothers quickly excelled at the sport, with all
their savings going towards their first compe""on sports
chairs. Their father, Mike, took over as head coach of
Midlands United and the whole family was addicted to this
amazing sport.
Two years later, in June 2013, Midlands United competed in
their first European championship in Paris. This in itself was
the first glimpse of world class football and it was huge
learning curve for Ireland as it changed the way the Irish
played forever, changing from driving with the ball to spin
kicking and long passes.
2013 was a big year as Tom and Sean were also a part of the
na"onal Under‐16 squad and they played for their country in
the Under‐16/Under‐18 tournament in that October in Paris.
This was the tournament in which they received their first
interna"onal caps which sent them on their journey to the
World Cup!
2014 saw the year of the World Cup qualifier at home in
Limerick. Six countries competed with Ireland finishing 4th,
but things had moved on significantly with countries now
playing in Strike force football chairs. These chairs, which are
designed and built in America, brought the sport to a whole
new level adding speed and precision into the game.
Tom and Sean had their wish come true and received their
Strike forces from the amazing Make a Wish Charity Ireland
in May 2016. Now with the best football chairs in the world
Tom and Sean would take their sport to the next level. With
na"onal team coaches brought in from England and a huge

L

price tag on the tournament the hard work began on and oﬀ
the court. The Associa"on of Irish Powerchair Football (AIPF)
along with players and parents started a long fundraising
campaign to send eight players from Ireland to compete in
the third ever World Cup. At the same "me the team was
having intensive monthly training sessions in Greystones,
Wicklow and were pu%ng in a lot of hard work.
It was in July 2017 that Team Ireland made the journey to
Kissimmee, Florida. In the draw Ireland found themselves in
the toughest group alongside England, France, Canada and
Australia. Since England and France had come second and
third in the previous World Cup it was always going to be a
tough task for Ireland to progress out of the group stages.
A&er a shaky start in the first few matches, Ireland come into
their own with Sean being brought out from the goal to
combine with his brother, Tom to kick start Irelands a#ack
and start the scoring. Seeing Ireland beat Canada four nil
with Tom scoring a hat trick was an amazing 17th birthday
for him. This win progressed Ireland to the 5th/6th place
playoﬀ against Japan. Straight oﬀ, Ireland took the lead with
a penalty, then another goal coming from a fabulous pass
from Sean across the court to his brother Tom to finish it
across the line giving Ireland the lead. Unfortunately it was
not to be and Japan remained strong and beat Ireland, but
even so it le& Ireland in a respectable 6th place in the world.
This represented a moving up the rankings by three
posi"ons from the previous World Cup in 2011. The
tournament also saw Tom being joint 8th top goal scorer in
the world scoring 6 of Ireland's 7 goals. This was a fantas"c
achievement for the brothers, one that was only made
possible by the help and support of local people and
businesses.
Amongst those organisa"ons which helped were Birr Lions
Club, Birr Credit Union, Tesco Birr, Drumcullen GAA,
Fivealley Inn and Mike Barnes 'Microso& Ireland'. Thank you
all for your tremendous support.
Pictured above are Sean (le/) and Tom with their
brother Luke in the middle.
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SuperValu
Real Food, Real People
OPEN 7 DAYS

BIRR, CO. OFFALY.
TEL: (057) 9120015
Fax: (057) 9125973

MON. SAT. 8.00 am 9.00 pm
SUNDAY 9.00 am - 9.00 pm

Annagh, Birr, Co. Offaly

CENTRAL TOOL
& PLANT HIRE

Shop and Bar Equipment

SYNGEFIELD, BIRR 057-9122200
ROSCREA - 0505-24446

DONA
AL BRA
ADY

ELECTRONIC CASH REGISTERS & SCALES
SALES AND SERVICE

Construction,
Gardening & DIY
needs.
Lawnmowers,
Hedgetrimmers,
Strimmers,
Sanders,
Wallpaper Strippers,
Power Washers,
Tile Cutters,
Sewer Rods,
Industrial Vacuums.

Retail products & services to all
businesses in the retail sector.

Paint
We supply
colours from
Crown
Dulux
ColorTrend
Farrow & Ball
Fleetwood
Jeff Banks
& accessories

We Hire
Dumpers, Diggers,
Compressors,
Kango Hammers,
Lifts,
Rollers,
Nail Guns,
Generators,
Teleporters,
Consaws,
Concrete Mixers,
Skips.

Phone us for a quote
Email: info@centraltoolhire.ie
www.centraltoohire.ie

Tel: 057-9139135
Mobile: 087-222 5516
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BIRR AND DISTRICT MOTOR CLUB

BIRR Year Review 2017

CELELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF MOTORING IN 2018
In 1968 a group of car enthusiasts met in Birr and formed
the Birr & District Auto Club which was renamed to Birr &
District Motor Club in 2007. Two of the original founder
members are s"ll ac"ve in the club today namely President
Michael Parkinson & Assistant Treasurer Pat Horan. The
club has been through Postal Strikes, Bank Strikes,
Recessions, Oil and Petrol Shortages and s"ll strove on to
become one of the most successful motor clubs in Ireland
with over 120 Members.

Dearbhaile Garahy and Keith Shaw taking part
in the recent Endurance Trial.

Our last event of 2016 was held on New Year’s Eve in
Garahys Garage, Fortal a very special New Years Eve
Autotest in which over 50 drivers took part including the
Garahy family, Kieran, Jane and Hanna along with Ger
Connolly and Mick Boland. This event was enjoyed by all the
drivers and the hospitality provided by Eithne Garahy
ensured that all drivers le& Garahys well fed and watered!!!!
Administra"on and results for this event was co‐ordinated
by Una O’Brien who did an excellent, eﬃcient job as usual.
February 2017 saw the club host the opening rounds of the
Triton Showers Na"onal, Top Part West Coast and Colton
Motors Midlands East Rally Championships. Our annual
tarmac rally was based in the Abbey Court Hotel in Nenagh
with over 100 Crews star"ng this rally. Sam Moﬀe# from
Monaghan emerged as winner and went on the win the
Triple Crown in Irish Rallying, winning the Clonakilty Black
Pudding Interna"onal Tarmac, Triton Showers Na"onal &
Valvoline Forestry Championships in the one year. This was
the first "me it has been achieved by one driver.

Declan Burke and Padraig Forde taking part in the
recent Endurance Trial

As ever the Grass Autocross in April was the opening round
of the Naas Driving Academy Na"onal Autocross
Championship which was held near Nenagh. Overall winners
were as follows FTD Specials Ian O’Connell, FTD Super
Saloons Edward Walsh and FTD Saloons Kevin Callanan. A

great days racing was enjoyed by all.
Our 2 Day Autotest was again in Campion Concrete near
Borris in Ossory with over 30 Drivers partaking on both days
including local Birr Drivers, Stephen and Jason Bracken, Mick
Boland, Kieran and Dearbhaile Garahy.
The 49th Tom O’Reilly Car Treasure Hunt took place during
the Vintage Week Celebra"ons with Overall Winner going
to Ruth Scully on 785 Marks, Runner Up was Brian Kennedy
on 780 Marks with joint 3rd Place on 775 going to Dermot
Horan and Melissa Eades. Over 90 Cars partook in this event
which was based in Dooly’s Hotel. The organisers of this
popular event are Eoin Longworth, Pat Corcoran, Mick
Boland, Una O’Brien, Michael Parkinson and Ger Brophy.
We were back in Garahys Garage again for the wonderful
hospitality with our Endurance Trial with 32 Cars star"ng this
event which took in Selec"ves in Riverstown, Killyon, Rath,
Kilcormac and Clareen Areas. The club are greatly indebted
to the land owners who allow us the use of their property for
this ac"on packed fun event. Best Birr Club Members were
Ciaran & Hannah Garahy who were an excellent 8th Overall.
Other local finishers were Kieran & Jane Garahy when
theyeventually got extracted from O’Briens Wood with the
assistance of a 4X4 Jeep and a sturdy Chain!!!! Dearbhaile

Mike Garahy Driver en route to a class win on the Valvoline
Na0onal Forestry Rally Championship.
Navigator Iarla McCarthy from Macroom.

Garahy and Keith Shaw from Clareen who was making his
motorsport debut also were well placed on the results. Well
done to Clerk of the Course, Ger Brophy and his team on
running a fabulous event.
Well done to Mike Garahy from the Miletree on winning his
class on the 2018 Valvoline Na"onal Forestry Rally
Championship. Mike had a very successful years rallying in
the forests with numerous class victories with his trusty Ford
Escort. Mike’s navigator was Iarla McCarthy from Macroom.
2018 Calendar of Events
25th February
Tarmac Stages Rally
8th April Autocross (Grass)
19th/20th May
Autotest Weekend
29th July Mul" Venue Autotest
6th August
Tom O’Reilly Memorial Car Treasure Hunt
7th October
Endurance Trial
18th November
Autocross (Loose)
30th December
Turkey Chaser Autotest
For more details on club ac"vi"es check out Facebook page or
www.birrmotorclub.com.
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CAH Occasions Ad:Layout 1
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10:10

Page 1

Occasions
YOUR TRUSTED VENUE

FROM CHRISTENINGS TO RETIREMENTS & EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN
PARTY FOOD • BUFFET MENUS • GALA DINNER MENUS

C O U N T Y A R M S H OT E L B I R R

T: 057-9120791 • E:info@countyarmshotel.com • www.countyarmshotel.com

Oxmantown

CHIROPODIST/REFLEXOLOGIST

National School

MARY MURPHY

Birr

M.IPCO.I/M.ACH.I/M.I.R.I.L

Sharavogue-Bridge
Birr, Co. Offaly

Email: oxmantownns@eircom.net

(086) 3519416

Web site: oxmantownns.com

Routine Chiropody Treatments

Phone: 057 91 20706

Foot Assessment
Holistic Massage

Take your first steps to healthy feet

Registered Member of the
Irish Chiropodist/Podiatrists Organisation Ltd
Member of the Good Foot Network
(A countrywide network of Health Professionals
providing care and attention in relation to your
footcare and footwear needs)

Established in 1860
158

2017 Part 3_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:50 PM Page 159

Carrig & Riverstown Division 4 League Champions with management a/er victory over Clodiagh Gaels.
Back Row (L to R) Declan Fitzgerald, Aidan Ryan, Jack Kennedy, Shane O’Brien, Joe Kelly, Tadgh Sullivan, Daniel England,
Ros Connaughton, Ryan O’Meara, Joe King, Eoin Sullivan, Adam O’Riordan Thomas Hogan, Kieran O’ Brien, John Harding
Front Row: Denis Hoctor, Michael Gleeson, Enda Gleeson, Eoin Doorley, Brendan Hoctor, Christopher Hayden, Paddy
King,(Capt) Michael Keane, John Hanlon, Ger. Brennan (Manager)
and the young supporters Niall Doorley, Peter Doorley, Corey King and Bobby O’Brien.

CARRIG & RIVERSTOWN GAA
Carrig & Riverstown had a very busy year which started with
training and Leinster league in February and finished in early
October with a win in the Division 4 League Final. A&er the
progress made last year in reaching the Intermediate Final
hopes were high at the start of this year of going one be#er
and capturing that "tle. A huge eﬀort was put in by players
and management, great numbers at each training session,
but it was not to be and we went out at the semi‐ final stage
losing to the eventual winners Ballinamere.
The club again took part in the Leinster league in February
and March playing Maynooth from Kildare, Kilmacud Crokes
from Dublin and Laois team Shanahoe Gaels. We competed
well in these games and reached the Quarter‐final stage and
had a great win over Ardclough from Co. Kildare in Carrig.
This was one of the finest performances of the year. In the
semi‐final we travelled to Windgap Kilkenny with an under
strength team and though we ba#led to the end we were a
few points in arrears at the final whistle. These games were
great prepara"on for the Intermediate Championship which
started in April. We had a great start in the championship
with wins over Drumcullen and Birr to leave us with 4 points
a&er two rounds. There was a break for over two months
before our next championship fixture during which "me the
club organised the Garret Turner Memorial Tournament
with teams from Laois, Colt Gaels, Galway, Meelick
Eyrecourt, and Drumcullen from Oﬀaly and Carrig &
Riverstown. This tournament provided good, compe""ve
hurling in May, June and July. During this "me we competed
in Division 2 and Division 4 Leagues and had mixed fortunes
with the Division 2 team failing to make the knock out stages
while the Division 4 team reached the final.
When the championship resumed we played Clara and put
in a great second half performance to win by five points.
Next up was Brosna Gaels and we suﬀered our first
Championship defeat but recovered with a draw against St.
Rynagh’s in our final League game. Three wins and a draw
got us a quarter‐final place against Seir Kieran and despite
conceding some easy goals in the first half, ran out winners
on a score‐line of 1 – 22 to 3 – 9. This win set up a semi‐final

with Ballinamere. Played in O’ Connor Park Tullamore on
9th September the team, playing against the wind in the first
half, failed to reach the intensity shown by Ballinamere who
built up a sizeable half "me lead. In the second half we
threatened goals but it was five minutes from the finish
before Michael Kennedy found the net. In the end we were
well beaten by the be#er team on a score of 2 – 21 to 1 – 10.
While there was great disappointment at not ge%ng to the
final there is the consola"on that by reaching the semi‐final
we will be playing Senior B hurling next year. This is progress
and by and large the team maintained the progress that was
made last year.
In the Division 4 League final Carrig & Riverstown took on
Clodiagh Gaels in Kinni#y on Sunday 8th October. This was
a well contested game. Carrig & Riverstown did a lot of
hurling and dominated the first half, but were only three
points up at half "me. Both sets of backs con"nued to
dominate in the second half and we struggled to shake oﬀ
dogged opponents. At the final whistle Carrig & Riverstown
were five points clear on a score line of 0 ‐ 13 to 0 ‐ 8. It was
good to finish the year with some silverware a&er the
disappointment of the Intermediate Championship and as
captain Paddy King remarked in his acceptance speech it was
the least the club players and management deserved for the
amount of work put in over the last two years.
The club took great sa"sfac"on at the spor"ng
achievements of its young hurlers with CRC Gaels. From
Under‐12 to minor, all the teams were very compe""ve but
the exploits of the Under‐14 team from Féile to the County
Final was a joy to behold. Congratula"ons to all who were
involved in bringing the first ‘A’ trophy to our clubs.
It’s great to see so many Under‐6, Under‐8 and Under‐10
members training in the field on Friday evenings and we
appreciate the involvement of parents and coaches. These
are the future and hopefully they will con"nue to get
enjoyment from their involvement in our games.
The hurling year finished with the knock‐out stages of the
Minor ‘B’ championship. The Minors overcame Clara in the
semi‐final on October 7th to set up a final date with
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Edenderry in Kinnity on October 30th. The game started
evenly with Edenderry se%ng the pace and scoring from
placed balls. CRC Gaels kept in touch and the teams were
level at four points a&er 15 minutes. Edenderry then struck
for an excellent goal to put them one goal up. Straight from
the puck out Ryan Hogan in midfield worked the ball to Mark
O’Brien who finished in the net to level the score again. From
then to half "me we added another goal and five points to
leave the score at half "me 2 – 9 to 1 – 4. In the second half
CRC Gaels con"nued to dominate and ran out comfortable
winners 4 – 20 to 2 – 5 to retain the Keith Buggy Trophy they
won last year. This was a great win for a panel of players who

had the bare numbers and struggled with injuries all year.
Well done.
Oﬀ the hurling pitch it has been a very busy year for Carrig
& Riverstown GAA. The 8K road race proved very popular in
early May and was a great family day at the club. Thanks to
all the volunteers who made it possible and to all the
compe"tors. In September we were involved in supplying
stewards for parking at the Ploughing Championships in
Screggan, Tullamore. Three long but enjoyable days. Thanks
to all who helped. November is taken up with "mber cu%ng
in prepara"on for our Timber Auc"on in December.

A new footbridge over the Camcor river
on Bridge Street beside the ex0ng bridge
was installed during 2017.

Enjoy life in a

ATTIC & CAVITY
ATTIC
CAVITY
WALL
ALL INSULA
INSULATION
TION

No.1
No
.1 Insulation PProvider
rovider in the Ireland

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL
AGRICULTURAL
AGRICUL
TURAL

APPROVED
AP
PRO
OVED PROD
PRODUCT
DUCT

w w w.prospra y foa ms .ie

Head Office: 057 91 06004 Mob: 087 632 3186

Dublin: 01 969 5226 Cork: 021 242 8903 Email: info@prosprayfoam.ie
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1. Chats around the campfire. 2. Joe Sullivan Flying at Birr Air Display
3. Visitors to Boora Funfly watching the spectacle in the sky!

MIDLAND MODEL FLYING CLUB
Electric Cars? What about Electric Planes!
They say that Diesel has had its day and manufacturers of
road‐cars are now embracing Electric Power ‐ mostly in the
more palatable guise of Hybrid; that is a mixture of
combus"on engine (usually petrol) and one or more electric
motors. In the world of Radio Controlled Model Aircra& (RC)
we skipped the complex systems needed for Hybrid and
went straight from the Internal Combus"on engine to
electric power from ba#eries.
When I first started learning to fly RC back in 1999 it was all
about Glow Fuel. We were thrilled to tell people that our
li#le 8cc 2‐stroke engines used a mix of methanol and
nitromethane, the same fuel used by those weird and
wonderful cars with the massive wheels in the back and
pathe"c pram‐wheels in the front that you see blas"ng
down the drag‐strip. For us newbies it was a black‐art to try
and firstly get these motors running and then to keep them
going in order to last the dura"on of a 10 minute training
flight. It involved filling the fuel tank, hooking up a power
source to apply a few volts to the li#le ‘glow‐plug’ and then
using something to safely turn the cranksha& over to get the
engine running; like push‐star"ng an old car! Then removing
the power booster and hope that the li#le engine con"nues
to purr away contentedly. You were watching for smoke (a
good thing) high temperatures (a bad thing) listening to the
sound of the engine, adjus"ng the carbure#or so that you
could have a low enough speed to land safely but enough
power on full thro#le to fly smoothly. It was very involved
and required a lot of skill, knowledge and experience ‐ and
very rewarding when you got the hang of it! Nowadays, as
with a lot of things, it’s mostly a lot more straight‐forward.
There is a huge range of models available that are pre‐fi#ed
with very powerful and light electric motors. They are
essen"ally ‘Plug & Play’. This means that the enthusiast is in
the air, enjoying the flying experience a lot quicker but some
of the magic of the hobby has been lost with this shortcut.
Namely, the building and assembly of the cra& and the
fi%ng and tuning of the engine, fuel and exhaust system.
In 2017 we followed a similar calendar of events to the
previous year. We were invited to support the guys in the
Ormond Flying Club for the Vintage Week Air Display. What
a treat this was to see the Breitling Wing Walkers, Raven
Display Team, Richard Goodwin in his Pi#s S2S, Dave Bruton

& Eddie Goggins and the Irish Coast Guard. We did some
model airplane display flying for the hour build‐up to the
oﬃcial opening of the airshow. We also did a ‘Sta"c Display’
in the hangar with some of our current models. A big word
of thanks goes to Joe O’Sullivan, Mel Broad, Heather Broad,
Anthony Phelan and everyone else that helped out on the
day.
August 12th and 13th saw the very popular Boora Funfly
with overnight camping. This great event sees fliers from all
over the country travelling with a car or van full of flying
machines to meet up and pack as much fun into the two
days as possible. Our Club Site of almost four acres in the
beau"ful surroundings of Boora Parklands is the perfect
place to spend a couple of days and indeed camp over for a
night in a tent if the weather plays ball, and luckily it usually
does! The Saturday evening is always very popular, some
choose to fly into the darkness with Airplanes & Helicopters
decorated in "ny ‘LED’ lights which really challenges the skill
and nerve of the pilot. While others are contented to sit
around the camp‐fire (subject to
strict guidelines agreed with Bord
Na Mona) and sip a cold beer or
chomp a BBQ Burger. This year
there was an unusual addi"on of a
Karaoke system provided by our
friend
Gary
Brehan
from
Waterford, and a&er some light
refreshments were had it proved
to be quite popular and a great
laugh.
It was great to see one of our most
senior Club members, Sean
Monaghan from Rahan back flying
his large and impressive planes a&er a bit of a medical scare
in 2016. Sean is one of the founder members of Midland
Model Flying Club back in the early 1990’s and has kept the
interest strong right into his 70’s. He was one of the first
flyers in the country to build and fly the large petrol
powered planes referred to by their size: 42% or 50% ‐ which
means a percentage of the size of the real thing! So let’s not
go all electric just yet, it’s so great to hear the propellers on
these large model‐planes where the "ps go super‐sonic and
create this sound we call ‘Ripping’ – it’s just not the same
with electric power.

6
161

2017 Part 3_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:50 PM Page 162

BIRR Year Review 2017

BIRR BOXING CLUB
For a young rela"vely recently‐revived Boxing Club the
schamozzles of Irish boxing in Brazil at the Olympics raised
disturbing ques"ons about the founda"ons of the sport at
na"onal level in Ireland. The values of boxing in Birr are to do
with healthy living, personal self‐respect, respect for
others and self‐discipline and of those the leadership of the
club in Birr constantly remind themselves. And they do so
successfully if the results of the Leinster Boxing Compe""on
are anything to go by.
Philip Donoghue won the Leinster by 2 54 Kgs. Paul
Hutchinson won the Leinster by 3 46 Kgs. Alix Kinahan won
the Leinster Girl by 2 48 Kgs. Alix is the first girl from
Birr ever to have won her compe""on in the Leinster
Championships. Congratula"ons to all three young people
and very especially to Alix. All three won through to the
semi‐finals of the the All Ireland Championships.
The Coaches and the Supporters of Birr Boxing Club are
immensely impressed in just how far the Club has come by
the end of its second season in opera"on. In 2016/17 we
had 25 members in ac"ve training. This season, 2017/18, we
have 33. The Coaches are the clue to the con"nuing success
of the Club week by week and in the compe""ons. Two, at
least, of our Coaches are planning to upgrade their skills in
this season by undertaking higher level Coach Training.
Much gra"tude needs to be expressed to all our
Coaches for their commitment and constancy in their
dedica"on to the welfare of the Club and its individual
members.
That leadership dedica"on is sorely stretched at "mes as the
inadequacy of our premises is encountered. To remark on
this is not any sign of ingra"tude to the owners of the Green
Street building. It is rather a signal of frustra"on experienced
not just in the Boxing Club but by many
others in the community also at the slowness in gaining
access to the Court House building which is where it is
intended Birr Boxing Club should have a permanent home

Boxing club member Alix Kinahan with her Coaches,
John Pardy and Mark Pardy.

in the reconstructed and renovated yard structures of that
building. Money is available through the generosity of key
philanthropists in Birr for that reconstruc"on work. It is
becoming diﬃcult to understand why key agencies of
decision making cannot move to the point where the
future of the Court House is determined by the people of
Birr themselves.
That the Boxing Club is willing to share space and facili"es is
already self evident in the way the Green Street property is
already used. We can but wait. Meanwhile young people in
Birr and the neighbourhood are learning
real life skills as under expert supervision they enjoy the
thrills of boxing.

Seamus Bradley
Bloomdale Construction
Hollybrook, Fortal, Birr, Co. Offaly
Groundwork and Plant Hire
Underground Moling
For all services
Tel: 057 91 23676
Mob: 086 2864442
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BIRR LEISURE CENTRE
Just ten years a&er comple"ng a major upgrade and
extension of Birr Leisure Centre, the Board has had to go
back to the drawing board this year to deal with the demand
for new gym facili"es and ancillary services. The Gym and
changing rooms were no longer spacious enough to meet
the needs of the facility’s patrons and an extension was
needed and so a decision was taken early this year to meet
this necessity.
Work on this extension has just commenced and should be
completed early in the new year. The contractors for the
project are Paddy McIntyre & Sons who were successful in
the tendering process and were also the firm which carried
out the major works in 2006/2007.
The investment for the extension will be close to €300,000,
with some of the funding coming from a Sport Capital Grant
(€60,000) and €70,000 from the Rural Development Fund
under the auspices of Oﬀaly Local Development Company.
The remainder will come from savings and borrowings.
The Board gave the ma#er a lot of considera"on before
venturing down this path as many have given between 15
and 20 years’ service to the pool and were involved in the
major refurbishment work of 10 years ago.
As people will recall that involved a lengthy campaign of
lobbying etc. to get approval and financial support from the
Department and Oﬀaly County Council for the
refurbishment work plus extensive fund raising. The
enormity of that task ten years ago is s"ll fresh in the minds
of Board members and they felt reluctant to undertake
another big task. However, realising how important this
facility has become in the lives of the community, a facility
which serves all age groups, the Board concluded that
further investment was not only necessary but impera"ve
They Board are anxious to ensure that Birr con"nues to have

BIRR Year Review 2017

a community run, spacious state of the art gym and Pool
provided at compe""ve prices for the community.
The Board are always aware of their responsibility and that
there is an onus on them that while managing the facility on
a not for profit basis, they must also ensure that all wages
and overheads are met and some funds are set aside for
repairs and renewals. Repairs and renewals become a
regular cost when you pass the seven to ten‐year mark a&er
installa"on. So, we will be asking our patrons to bear with
us when we must adjust admission prices to ensure future
viability and employment.
The Board are indebted to Pobal who con"nue to support a
Community Service programme which allows us to open
extended hours, allows us to cater for disadvantaged
patrons at compe""ve prices and helps ensure Birr has a
leisure facility comparable to any in the Country.
The Board of Birr Leisure Centre meet religiously on the
second Tuesday of each month to ensure the facility is
managed in compliance with good governance and to plan.
AS ever the Board are indebted to their Manager Marian
Carter and the staﬀ who take great pride in the service they
provide and must be complimented for their commitment
and dedica"on to ensuring a service second to none is
provided always. A special word of thanks to all our patrons
who we greatly appreciate and we hope they will not be
discommoded during construc"on works. The Pool and Gym
will con"nue to func"on to the usual "metable during
construc"on work
All in all, a very posi"ve year in the life of Birr Leisure Centre,
with an Annual turnover of half a million euro and a Staﬀ of
22 between full and part "me employees, it is a valuable
resource both as an employer and a venue of recrea"on and
relaxa"on for the wider community.

Birr Leisure Centre Commi2ee
Front Row (L to R): Helena Kennedy (Secretary), Cronan Grennan (Treasurer),
John Carroll (Chairman), Charlie Delahunt (Treasurer).
Back Row: Eric Naughton (HR), Declan Cleare, Sean Maher,
Marian Carter (Centre Manager).
Missing from photo Richard Kennedy (PRO), Pat Connolly (Vice‐Chair).
163

At the installa0on of the new access steps
at Birr pool are, from le/ to right,
John Carroll (Chairman), Brendan Fogarty,
and Csilla Varga.
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pharmacy & optician
| Birr | Co. Offaly

TEL: 057-9121144

t|057 9120063

MOBILE: 086-8433163

ESTIMATES FREE

Noel Coughlan & Son
onss
PAINTING CONTRACTORS

Specialists in Exterior Spraying
* No Job Too Big

No Job Too Small *

31 HIGH STREET, BIRR
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016/17 CCFL Division 3 League and Cup Double winners, CCFL Shield runners‐up.

Back row (L‐R): Konrad Stolowski, Frankie Gallagher, Stefan Shalloe, Paddy O’ Rourke, Ruairí Claﬀey, Daniel Nevin, Stephen Stapleton, Dylan Kennedy,
Colm Mulrooney, Igor Zoina, Brendan Murphy, Stephen Kelly, Tom Shalloe (coach), Mar"n Gallagher, Pop Co#er (Manager/Club Secretary).
Front row (L‐R): Willie Hanlon, Paul Moloney (coach), Oisín McCormack, Danny Maher, Conor Nolan, Daryl Nolan (captain),
Mick Mulrooney, Brendan Gallagher, Michael Spain.

HIGHFIELD UNITED SOCCER CLUB
The 2016/17 season saw the management team of Pop
Co#er (manager), Tom Shalloe (coach) and Paul Moloney
(coach) guide Highfield United to a CCFL Division 3 League
and Cup Double ending our 31 year trophy drought, while
also finishing as runner‐up in the Combined Coun"es Shield.
The season got oﬀ to a promising start winning 3 games
back‐to‐back but this winning streak was broken by a 3‐1
home defeat to eventual Division 3 runners‐up, Combined
Coun"es Shield and LFA Junior Shield Champions O’ Moore
FC, followed by an away loss to Monksland Utd B. A&er this
minor hiccup, Highfield got back to winning ways defea"ng
local rivals Shinrone 4‐3 and remained undefeated in
Division 3 for the remainder of the season. This winning form
was highlighted by a dominant 10‐0 home victory over
Gracefield Athle"c.
Success also came in cup compe""ons in the form of the
CCFL Division 3 Cup. A first round 2‐0 victory over Saturday
Division side Dynamo Rooskey saw Highfield through to the
quarter final where a walkover was granted with opponents
Melview FC unable to field a team. Highfield Utd then came
out on the right side of a poten"ally tricky semi‐final draw
against Division 3 (Saturday) champions Grange Utd to set
up a final showdown against BBC Utd. A "ght aﬀair saw
Highfield Utd come out on top in a 1‐0 victory, with an 84th
minute goal from Bomer Nolan allowing club captain Daryl
(Ollie) Nolan to li& the Club’s first trophy for over 30 years.
Three other cup compe""ons were entered with Highfield
reaching the final of the CCFL Shield. Victories over Old Fort
Cel"c, Monksland Utd B, Ballinahown B and Maryborough
FC set up a league 1st v 2nd final. Unfortunately, it wasn’t to
be for Highfield Utd with O’ Moore FC scoring two early
goals and defending strongly to prevent Highfield from
achieving the treble, despite a 78th minute goal from Bomer
Nolan. A 13‐2 victory over Monksland Utd ‘B’ saw this team
match the Club record for highest number of goals scored
in a single match.
Highfield also put in a strong showing in the Combined
Coun"es Cup reaching the 4th round. A 3rd round 5‐0 victory
over Division 1 leaders Coolraine was one of the highlights of
this season; with exit at the hands of Senior Division side

Mullingar Town nothing to be ashamed of. Highfield also had
some success in the O’Neill’s LFA Junior Shield reaching the
4th round with home wins over Dublin side SCV FC, BJD
Cel"c (Cavan) and Loughshinny Utd (Dublin) in the first 3
rounds. The long trip to Louth, however, proved ominous
with Highfield bowing out in the fourth round to
Monasterboice side Albion Rovers in a 4‐1 defeat.
This successful season also saw several club records reset. A
club record of 13 back‐to‐back victories in all compe""ons
was achieved. Conor (Bomer) Nolan also set a new club
record for number of goals scored in a season with an
impressive tally of 49, surpassing the previous record of 42
goals held by Seamie Carroll. At the Club awards night Mick
Mulrooney picked up the Seánie Taylor Player of the Year
Award while Stephen Stapleton was voted Clubman of the
Year.
The surprise of the season then came when Highfield United
was given the CCFL Club Merit Award for the 2016/2017
season at the CCFL Awards night in the Bridge House,
Tullamore.

Club captain Ollie Nolan with CCFL Division 3 Cup and manager Pop
Co2er with the CCFL Division 3 trophy at the CCFL Awards Night in
the Bridge House, Tullamore.
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Birr AC Couch to 5k at the Lough Boora 5k Run 1st April 2017

BIRR ATHLETIC CLUB
Now into our third season of athle"c ac"vi"es it has to be
said it's been another successful and adventurous year at
Birr AC. We have managed to keep membership numbers
up and also a#ract many new members. We have
introduced two Couch to 5k training plans for complete
beginners this year and it proved very successful. We have
also managed to find a balance between the compe""ve
and the non‐compe""ve runner. We will be hos"ng another
Couch to 5k in January 2018.
On the running front it has been a busy year. In February we
held our second Annual Sean Lowry memorial Run, with 200
plus runners/walkers and joggers taking part. Dave Murray
from Tullamore Harriers won for the 2nd year in a row. A
huge thank you to the Lowry family who donated two
perpetual trophies, in memory of Sean, for the first male and
female from Birr AC. Ann Hanrahan was first of the ladies,
while Podge O'Brien was the first Birr AC male across the
line. Oﬀaly Athle"cs ran a very successful Road Race Series
with no fewer than eight 5k Road Races taking place from
March un"l August. Our own 5k on Friday 4th August has
become an annual fixture on both the Bank Holiday
weekend and the Vintage Week programme. Athletes in
Oﬀaly and surrounding areas love the fast Birr 5k route. 384
runners in all took to roads around Birr and the winning "me
was 15.03 minutes. We have to congratulate our Ladies
team for finishing in second place for the series again this
year, behind Tullamore Harriers. We had several members
compe"ng and winning county medals this year in the Oﬀaly

Track and Field compe""ons as well as the Edenderry 10
mile and the Tullamore Half Marathon.
We had many par"cipants running during the Cross Country
Season and twenty runners trained and competed in the
Dublin City Marathon. Training con"nues in Crinkill on
Mondays and Wednesdays for Adults at 7.20pm. New
members always welcome, we promise you a life changing
experience.
JUVENILE ATHLETIC CLUB
The highlight of 2017 without a doubt has to be the star"ng
of a Juvenile Athle"c Club in September. Our juvenile
commi#ee has done Trojan work behind the scenes to get
this oﬀ the ground. Ge%ng members qualified to coach
juveniles was a big undertaking. Birr AC Juvenile Club will
cater for ages 6‐18 years and will train youngsters in all track
and field disciplines. Training for Juveniles for the moment
takes place on Saturday mornings 10.30‐11.30am.
THANKS
The club would like to finish by thanking the people and
business' of Birr and surrounding areas for their con"nued
generosity and support towards the club throughout the
year, to Birr Rugby Club for the use of their facili"es for our
annual 5k run, and lastly to Declan and Kevin Cooke, Conor
O'Brien and Crinkill Sports and Recrea"on Centre for your
con"nued help and support and accommoda"ng us with the
use of the excellent facili"es in Crinkill.

Birr Athle0c Club present a cheque
to Birr Lions Club.
(L to R): Damien Finnerty, Paula Lowry,
Fred Boulton, Tony Hogan, Geraldine Fox.
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Victorious St. Cillian’s with the Leinster League Divivision 2 trophy a/er their victory in Portlaoise
Back Row (L to R): Orla Carey, Orla Killeen, Ciara Hoctor, Aoife Plunke#, Aoife Hogan, Elizabeth Harding, Niamh Killeen,
Siofra Ryan, Clodagh McCormack, Aoife Hoctor, Emma Harding, Ellen Cashen, Sinead Bergin, Sarah Pingree.
Front Row: Siobhan Killeen, Orlaith Plunke#, Lisa Hoctor, Ciara Brennan, Rachel Brennan, Aideen Freeman,
Megan King, Cailin Fitzgerald, Dara Hanamy. Selector Declan Fitzgerald is in the background.

ST. CILLIAN’S CAMOGIE CLUB

The St. Cillian’s 2017 season kicked oﬀ in earnest in March
with our senior team entering the Leinster League for the
first "me. The first game was played away against O’Moore’s
of Laois in March. Skerries of Dublin, Clara of Kilkenny and
Mount Leinster Rangers of Carlow were also in our group.
With one loss to O’Moore’s in our group games we finished
second in the group and played the semi‐final versus
O’Moore’s on the 23rd of April winning on a score line of 1‐
14 to 1‐8. The final was played the next weekend, the 29th
of April, in Portlaoise against Danesfort of Kilkenny. The girls
had a great victory scoring 3‐6 to Danesforts 6 points making
St. Cillian’s winners of the Division 2 Leinster League.
Whilst playing in the Leinster league, the senior team were
also playing in the Oﬀaly league. In our group we had
Kinni#y, St. Rynagh’s, Drumcullen/Lusmagh, St. Sinchell’s.
With wins in each of these matches they qualified for the
league final versus Shinrone which is yet to be played. In the
senior championship we were in the same group as
Tullamore, St.Sinchells, Kilcormac/Killoughey and Kinni#y.
Unfortunately, we lost out to a strong Shinrone team in the
quarter‐final. We also ran a successful 7‐a side tournament
on the 3rd of June during the championship break, with
Silvermines and Camross joining us in that tournament.
The season started for the underage in March with the
Under‐12’s a#ending ‘The Cumann to Leinster’ at
Abbotstown where we won all our matches in the ‘A’
sec"on. This included two Dublin clubs who each had more
Under‐12 players than there are in the whole of county
Oﬀaly. The Under‐12 team went on to play in Croke Park at
‘The Cumann to Croker’and the girls had a great day out.
This squad played six rounds of blitzes before compe"ng at
the All County Blitz were they topped their group and went
on to beat Kilcormac/Killoughey in the ‘A’ final in a tense
match that went to sudden death extra "me.
The Under‐10’s played 8 rounds of blitzes and competed
very well. The season ended in July when the girls joined the
Under‐11’s panel for 4 more blitzes. The younger girls from
this group were invited to an Under‐9’s blitz in Banagher
where they won all their matches convincingly. The girls had
a great year. We finished up the season with a skills event
where everyone won a meda followed by a Pizza party.
The Under‐8’s had a year to remember. They played 4

regional blitzes, 2 All‐County and made history by
performing their skills at the oﬃcial opening of the Faithful
Fields. Although nobody oﬃcially counts winners at Under‐
8’s, these girls are well aware that they won 29 out of 30
games played this year.
In August the Under‐13’s league started. It's an age group
where we have low numbers and trying to field a 15 a‐side
team from a pool of 17 girls was hard. Nonetheless, this
team may be low in numbers they are high in heart and they
ba#led to the final whistle in all matches. They contested
the ‘B’ semi‐final where they lost in the last 5 minutes to
Tullamore, who went on to win the final. We are very
encouraged by their spirit.
Féile weekend for our Under‐14 team took place in April. We
won two games and lost two which put us in a semi‐final
against Tullamore which we won on a score line of 1‐2 to no
score. We lost out to Lusmagh/Drumcullen in the final. In
the Under‐14 ‘A’ championship we played steadily through
the championship campaign eventually losing out to
Kilcormac/Killoughey in the semi‐final.
Under‐15’s had a terrific campaign reaching the ‘A’ semi‐
final against St.Rynagh’s and a&er two games were
defeated. Under‐16 ‘B’ championship group consisted of
Birr, Naomh Brid and Kinni#y. In September the girls lost out
in the county semi‐final to Kinn#y/St. Sinchills.
In 2017 we had lots of representa"on on the Oﬀaly County
Panels across all age groups. We were proudly represented
on the senior panel by Aisling, Rachel and Ciara Brennan.
Congratula"ons to Carrig and Killeen na"onal schools on
their successes in the Cumann na mBunscoil compe""ons.
Killeen NS defeated Rath NS in the final on the 25th May.
St. Cillian’s would like to congratulate and thank all the
players and mentors for their hard work and commitment
during the year. It is great to see hard work rewarded by the
con"nual improvement of our players camogie skills.
St. Cillian’s would also like to thank the Carrig and
Riverstown Club for their ongoing support and use of their
excellent facili"es in Carrig. We would like to thank our
sponsors and the supporters of our various fundraising
ac"vi"es. Finally a huge thank you to all the Parents/
Guardians of all the players. Without your support all of the
above would not be possible.
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SMYTH BROS
CLONMONA, RATHCABBIN

AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTORS
Silage Cutting, Manure & Slurry Spreading,
Ploughing, Tilling, Sowing & Harvesting
Phone 057 9139099 - 086 2520315 - 087 2520319 - 087 8226764

Marita
Ladies Fashions
Main Street,
Birr, Co. Offaly

Te lephone
057 91 21829

CORBETT INSURANCES LTD.
INSURANCE

BROKERS

WE ARRANGE INSURANCE FOR:

Emmet Square, Birr.
Tel: 057-9120245
Fax: 057-9121436
Email: corbettins@eircom.net
Member of Professional Insurance Brokers Association
Investment Intermediary regulated by The Central Bank
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Winners Lady Captain's prize
Back Row (L to R): Vera Smyth, Anne Frawley, Margo Regan, Mary McGee, Mar"na O'Brien, Amy Spain, Pauline Needham,
Marie Corcoran, Sheila Brennan, Caroline McCarthy, Mary Ryan.
Front Row: Mary Lonergan, Patsy Burke, Patricia Rowland (winner) Lady Captain Theresa Fealy, Mary Butler (Haven Pharmacy,
Sponsor), Lady Vice Captain Mary Bolger, Lady President Aileen Watkins.

BIRR LADIES GOLF
Following the ladies AGM on Sunday November 13th 2016
oﬃcers Lady Captain Theresa Fealy and Lady President
Aileen Watkins took up their respec"ve oﬃces and a great
year was an"cipated. Golfer of the year 2016 was
announced and Sheila Brennan was the worthy winner.
The ac"on packed year began with the Winter League kindly
sponsored by Buckley’s Super‐Valu Birr. This annual event is
a great incen"ve to us ladies to help keep us ac"ve and
involved during the winter months. This year's winning team
was Denise O'Hare’s team. Next up was the Matchplay
Compe""on which is always keenly contested for the
beau"ful trophy kindly donated by Pauline Needham.
The two main highlights of the year were, of course, the
Lady's Captain's Prize day and the Presidents prize. Lady
President Aileen Watkins held her day in glorious sunshine
sponsored by The Figh"ng Cocks,and the winner with a score
of 72 ne# was Patricia Rowland. Pauline Needham was
congratulated on having a hole in one on the tricky par 3,
2nd hole.
Lady Captain Theresa held her day in pleasant condi"ons on
the 15th July sponsored by Liam and Mary Butler, Haven
Pharmacy, and the winner, comple"ng the double, was
Patricia Rowland with a fabulous score of 67 ne#.
During the year the ladies par"cipated in over thirty 18 hole
Compe""ons all sponsored by local businesses and we
extend a huge thanks to all our sponsors.
The usual Open Days were a great success with the popular
Sisters Compe""on sponsored by Mary O' Gorman enjoying
its 25th Anniversary. This year's event was won by Sligo
sisters Gay Hynes and Elizabeth Guinan. The mother and
daughter sec"on was won by locals Roma Gilmar"n and her
daughter Barbara.
The Open day, sponsored by A Sportsman's Dream, Nenagh
(Siobhan Tynan) was a huge success with over 80 ladies
taking to the fairways in glorious September sunshine.
Outright winners on this day were Ena Guilfoyle and Denise

Delaney. Another popular annual compe""on is the
Australian Spoons and this year's winners Vera Smyth and
Patricia Rowland went on to not only win at county level but
also qualified for All Ireland glory in Longford narrowly
missing out on a prize on the day.
The Glenns Trophy Compe""on was the brainwave of
member Mona Collins and is a great ladies day out. Teams
from all over descended on the Birr Glenns to take part in
this it's 14th year. A raﬄe is held on the day and a dona"on
made to the special care room in Birr Community Nursing
Unit. Without our generous sponsor Peter Fox this
compe""on could not take place and we extend con"nued
success to Peter and his staﬀ. This year's winners were
Nenagh Golf Club. The final Open Day of 2017 is sponsored
by A.I.B Birr and the end of summer has truly arrived.
New lady members joined up with Get Into Golf programme
coached by Bobby King and Mike Horan. The Ladies teams
and their Captain's enjoyed several ou"ngs under Team co‐
ordinators Ann McIntyre and Majella Gibbons. The ladies
ou"ng to Athenry Golf Club was hugely enjoyed. Gemma
Butler captained the Girls Home team once again in a bid to
defend their "tle and our Junior Convenor Patricia Rowland
enjoyed great success with several of her young ladies being
accepted for the development squad and coaching, and one
young lady, Sorcha Moylan, being one of 60 young ladies
chosen to compete in the I.L.G.U. junior medals final in
Seapoint. All in all a great year for our young rising stars.
Patricia Rowland herself caused quite a bit of history by
being the first lady to win the Irish Open Matchplay
Compe""on in Druids Heath. It was also a first for an Oﬀaly
player. Massive congratula"ons to Patricia who is a great
ambassador for Birr Golf Club.
As we head into the Autumn of our golfing year the ladies of
Birr Golf Club can reflect on a very successful, enjoyable
2017.
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THE LITTLE BROSNA AND CAMCOR FISHING CLUB
Another season is over and the rods and reels are put away.
It sounds a bit glib but the season really does fly, it’s just too
short. I know, I know, tell that to our other halves!
So, although we aren’t physically on the banks cas"ng a line,
we in the Club s"ll keep an eye and our minds to all things
fishing. Overall the reports of this season’s fishing were that
it wasn’t really ‘that great’.
Runs of fish seemed to be low and slow in the main,
however some members cheered our hearts and gave us
hope with an odd tale of a par"cularly good day. Sure that’s
all you need, a flicker of hope, a flash of silver and we’re
hooked, not to mind the fish!
On the business side, we’ve had a few mee"ngs with the
Inland Fisheries this last year, to progress local ma#ers.
Happily, our waterways are in good condi"on and it is in all
our interests to work hard to keep them that way.
We sadly lost one of our Club stalwarts this summer, with
the passing of our Life President and friend, Paddy Nugent.
Paddy loved to fish and he loved to chat about fishing. Us
fishing folk with our lingo no doubt bemuse and indeed
confuse. Is the water ‘beery’, is there a ‘flood’ down, is there
a ‘run’ on, is there a ‘rise’ yet, did you try ‘McGarry‘s banker’,

any luck with the ‘pheasant tail nymph’? It’s a whole other
world to many, and all the world to others. God rest you
Paddy. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilís.
Our inaugural Catch of Year compe""on was held on
Cloghan Lake in September. A sizeable crowd braved the
elements and our Club Chairman won the day, catching 8
trout in total, with the largest weighing in at 3.5lbs.
The 2017 Fisherman of the Year award, again another new
ini"a"ve, went to club member Greg Carroll, to mark the
excellent overall season that he had, not only here locally
with trout and croneen but also on his salmon trips around
the country.
Finally, on behalf of the Club, I would like to single out firstly,
for special men"on, our ever eﬃcient secretary Mary
McGarry for all her super hard work and secondly, Simon
McGarry for all he does behind the scenes and for
maintaining our facebook page and our online social media
presence, (I wouldn’t have a clue!) thanks all, to me that’s
teamwork at its best.
Tight lines.

SOUTH OFFALY SPECIAL OLYMPICS CLUB
South Oﬀaly Special Olympics Club is now 12 years in
existence providing spor"ng outlets for members from the
surrounding areas of Birr, Clareen, Kilcormac, Ferbane,
Banagher and Cloghan.
The club par"cipates in Aqua"cs and Bowling and currently
have 2 swimmers and 3 bowlers involved with the Leinster

team who will be compe"ng in the All‐Ireland Special
Olympics games in Dublin in June 2018.
Anyone interested in ge%ng involved in the club should use
our contact number 089 4947822. We always welcome
athletes and volunteers. We currently have 32 ac"ve
athletes, some of whom are pictured below.
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BIRR CAMOGIE CLUB
Birr Camogie Club has had a very busy and enjoyable year.
Our Under‐6s, Under‐8s and Under‐10s played blitzes across
the county and showed great improvement in every game
and had great fun throughout the year under the guidance
of Deirdre Cahill, Mary Grimes, Danielle Ryan and Johnny
Pilkington.
Our Under‐12s also par"cipated in blitzes during the season.
Throughout the year this group of girls showed great
commitment, skill and team work and had a very enjoyable
year along with their mentors Michelle Deeks, Emily Quinlan
and Johnny Pilkington.
Pride of place goes to our Under‐13 panel that won the
Under‐13 league this season. Throughout the season this
panel showed that they are an extremely talented bunch of
girls and again showed this with their great win in the final
against Kilcormac Killoughey. Our Under‐13 team was under
the guidance of Tony Murphy, Frank Higgins, Audrey
Kennedy and Emma Behan for the year.
Our Under‐14 team got to the Féile final and the county ‘A’
final and with a very young panel of girls this was a great
achievement for this group. Unfortunately, they came up
against a very strong Kilcormac/Killoughey team on both
occasions but there is no doubt if this group keep up the
hard work they will have be#er days. Our Under‐14 team
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was under the guidance of Tony Murphy, Frank Higgins and
Emma Behan for the year.
Our Under‐16s bowed out at Semi‐Final stage against
Kilcormac. This panel of girls worked extremely hard
throughout the year under the management team of Barry
Kinsella, Mick Lyons, Tadgh Mulrooney, Sean Ryan and
Sandra Dunne. Our minor team were compe"ng in a Minor
A compe""on late into the season having enjoy a good run
of games under mentors Mick Lyons, Joe Errity and Aaron
Whelehan and Sarah Lyons.
Our senior team tasted heartbreak yet again bowing out at
semi‐ final in the Oﬀaly Senior championship to a very strong
St Rynagh’s team. It wasn’t to be for the girls on the day but
there is no doubt they will learn from the defeat and come
back stronger. John Kennedy, Johnny Pilkington, Kieran
Ryan, and Pat Hoctor were our senior management panel
for the year
The club were very proud to have a great number of girls
represent their county in across all grades from Senior right
down to Uunder‐14. The club would also like to thank every
one who contributed to the clubs fundraising ac"vi"es
throughout the year, it is very much appreciated. We look
forward to an enjoyable and successful 2018.

Birr Camogie Club Under‐8 Team

Both the St. Brendan’s Church of Ireland (le/) and St. Brendan’s R.C. churches celebrate 200 years
since the laying of their founda0on stones.
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Alpha
FASHION
PEARSE ST., NENAGH

T-Shirts
Sweatshirts
Hoodies
Polo Shirts
Gilets
Jackets
CORPORATE
WORKWEAR
HEN & STAG NIGHTS

SCHOOL & ALL SPORTING
ORGANISATIONS
ALL APPAREL SUPPLIED &
PERSONALISED

Ladies Fashion & Footwear
Only ~ Pieces ~ Diesel
Susst ~ Sponge & many other brands

DECORATORS
For all your painting
needs indoor & out
Personal attention
guaranteed
Contact Mick Ryan
086 8103166
Thank you to all my clients for 2017
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BIRR COMMUNITY GAMES
2017 was another great year for Birr Community
Games. A gold medal won by Sinead Johnston
(pictured right), Emmet Street in the Na"onal
Final for Under‐13 Gymnas"cs was one of our
main highlights for 2017. Sinead was compe"ng
at Under‐13 Gymnas"cs performing floor and
vault displays. Up against 20 strong compe"tors
from all over Ireland in a tense atmosphere
Sinead performed perfectly showing great agility
and gracefulness. A wonderful win for Sinead and
her parents Breda and Paul. This is the first
Community Games medal won for gymnas"cs in
Birr and for Sinead achieving gold set the bar very
high for the future. Well done Sinead.
Athle0cs and Field ‐ It was lovely to see so many enthusias"c
children showing up for training every week. A big thank you
to Dave and Trisha who joined us from the Athle"c Club as
trainers and were a great help giving us all a must needed
injec"on of pace. We had good numbers represen"ng us at
the County Finals in the Harriers in Tullamore coming away
with plenty of silver and bronze medals on the day. A special
thanks to Mick Kenny for his training of the Field ac"vi"es
throughout the year – he shows great pa"ence and
encouragement to all.
Art, Model Making and Handwri0ng ‐ With the assistance of
our local schools our Art, Model Making and Handwri"ng
compe""ons were very compe""ve. We received a huge
amount of entries in all categories and age groups. It was
lovely to see the Gaelscoil par"cipa"ng for the first "me this
year. St Brendan’s Boys school excelled themselves with
their amount of entries. A huge thanks to the principals,
teachers and secretaries in Carrig, Gaelscoil, Killeen, Mercy
Primary, and St Brendan’s Boys for all their hard work in
organising these events with us. Well done to all who
represented Birr at the Oﬀaly County Finals. Special
congratula"ons to Ella McDermo#, Sarah Delahunty, Dylan
Mahon Lally, Conor Greijmans and Alex Molloy who
represented Oﬀaly in the Na"onal Finals in August 2017.
Swimming ‐ Thanks to Birr Swimming Club who organise and
run our local swim compe""on and held the Oﬀaly County
Finals too this year. The amount of work Paddy, Marian and
the team in the Leisure Centre put into these successful
events is phenomenal and we really appreciate their "me
and eﬀort. Well done to all the 35 swimmers who
represented Birr at the County Finals. Again special
congratula"ons to our Birr swimmers ‐ Orla Donoghue,
Claire Kennedy, Pedro Rodriguez and John Stevenson who
flew the flag for Oﬀaly in the Na"onal Finals in the Aqua"c
Centre. They all swam extremely well achieving their
personal best in a hugely compe""ve compe""on.
Hurling ‐ Our Under‐11 hurlers were beaten in the County
Final against a very strong team from Shinrone –Coolderry
who went on to be medal winners at the Na"onal Finals. This
was a young Birr team and we hope the experience will
stand to them when they come back to compete for 2018.
Thanks to Birr GAA – Cha Cahill and Johnny Pilkington for
their "me and eﬀort. Big thank you to the boys themselves:
James Carroll, Tom Dwyer, Morgan Feenane, Eoin Hoare,
Ceilim Hutchinson, Charlie Loughnane, Brad McEvoy B, Evan
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McEvoy, Kevin Pardy, Toby Pardy, Ruairi
Pilkington, Rian Quinn, Noah Richardson, Luke
Shiels, Jack Smith and Barry Tierney.
Soccer ‐ Thanks to Alan Hoare and Birr Town
Soccer Club for organising the Under‐11 Boys
team and match. A very exci"ng and
compe""ve match against Shinrone‐ Coolderry
saw the visitors come away as winners in the
County Final. Some great skill, pace and passing
were displayed on the day. We hope to see
them all back again for 2018. It was a great team
eﬀort by Ma"as Ciparis, Dylan Coughlan, Jake
Donner, Kyle Donner, Ma#hew Donoghue,
Danny Dwyer, Rickie Hanlon, Tynan
Kaczmarczyk, Darragh Kennedy, Ross Kennedy, Brad
McEvoy, Dean Ne#leship, Toby Pardy, Rian Quinn, Charlie
Smyth, and Nazar Svarychevskyy.
Under‐14 Mixed Tag Rugby ‐ Birr were Leinster Silver
Medallist in the Mixed Tag Rugby compe""on for 2017.
A&er bea"ng Westmeath they travelled to Carlow in April
to play Longford in the semi‐ final. Having won that match
well they played Kildare in the final. It was a fantas"c fast
game, with great passing, running and scoring.
Unfortunately that one turnover that they needed did not
happen and Kildare won by 21‐20 at the final whistle.
Thanks to Frank Higgins and John Regan for all their "me and
eﬀort. Thanks also to all the parents that travelled
suppor"ng this Community Games ac"vity. The team
members are Patrick Bergin, Andrew Coakley, Niamh
Coughlan, Makalah Emaike, Darragh Guinan, Cathal King,
Peter King, Dara McNamara, Ben Miller, Charlene Powell,
Darragh Tierney and Ailbe Watkins.
On a sad note we remember the passing of Joe Kerins this
year. He was one of the key founding members to set up Birr
Community Games over 40 years ago. May he Rest in Peace.
We would also like to thank Catherine Barry who stepped
down this year a&er a very lengthy spell in running Birr and
Oﬀaly Community Games. We thank her for her dedica"on,
commitment and hard work over the past 15 years.
We are looking forward to doing it all again in 2018 and
would welcome new commi#ee members.

Silver Medallist winners in the
Under‐14 Mixed Tag Rugby compe00on.
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Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Processors.
Specialist Supplier to the, Manufacturing, Wholesale, Catering and Retail Industry.
The most modern vegetable processing plant in Ireland.
BRC grade ‘A’ production facility.
In-house logistics fleet offering nationwide temperature controlled delivery.
Processing 300 plus tons of fresh produce per week.
Providing over 100 local jobs.

Milne Foods Limited.
Syngefield Ind. Est., Birr, Co Offaly. Ireland
Tel (057) 9121420 Fax (057) 9121188
www.milnes.ie Email: info@milnes.ie

Birr Technology Centre

Grain Traders
&
Feed Importers
Tel: 057 9169720
Email: info@rhhall.ie
Web: www.rhhall.ie
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CRC Gaels Under‐14 ‘A’ County Champions.
Back Row (L to R): Michael Larkin, Brendan Hanamy, O. Cooke, C. Errity, B. Larkin, C.K ing, P. Bergin, M. Reedy,
C. Molloy, G. Markham, K. McDowell, C. Kelly, C. McDowell, P. Heather, Dave Heather, Mar"n Errity, Trish Ryan.
Front Row: S. Connaughton, E. King, D. Brennan, L. Hoare, L. Hogan, C. Hanamy, J. Hoctor(Capt), C. Larkin, P. King,
P. Cleary, J. O'Meara, A. Coakley, Denis Hoctor.

CRC GAELS

The curtain is coming down on another busy and exci"ng
year for all those involved in CRC Gaels. Both Carrig and
Crinkill GAA pitches have been a hive of ac"vity since March.
It is great to see so many young people taking part and
enjoying our na"onal game.
Pride of place goes to the Under‐14 hurlers who created
history this year bringing home the first ‘A’ "tle to the club.
With most of these young players having been involved with
the double winning Under‐14 team last year there were high
expecta"ons for them when they opened their campaign, in
the Oﬀaly Feile compe""on. There were many highs and a
few lows along the way but the year ended in the best
possible way with a performance of the highest standard to
capture the Oﬀaly Under‐14 ‘A’ "tle. The team performed
well in Oﬀaly Feile and got to the final but lost out to a strong
Birr team. Ge%ng to that final however meant that they got
an opportunity to play in the Na"onal Feile finals in Kilkenny,
in Division 4. A&er some great ba#les and a weekend of
hurling to remember the boys found themselves in the final
against Benne#sbridge. Unfortunately the lads didn’t do
themselves jus"ce in the final and lost out to a be#er team
on the day. However, this experience made them more
determined and they gave some memorable performances

playing in the ‘A’ Championship, a first for CRC Gaels in its
sixteen years history. They lost only one game in the league
stages of the compe""on and made the knock out stage.
Birr were again their opponents in the county semi‐final and
a&er a great game CRC came out on top on a score line of
2:15 to 4:07.
All roads led to Kilcormac on Saturday 2nd September and
with a performance full of skill, determina"on, great scores
and a never say die a%tude these young hurlers brought the
Under‐14 A "tle back to Carrig, Riverstown and Crinkill for
the first "me, overcoming Ballinamere/Durrow on a
scoreline of 4:11 to 1:07. A delighted captain Joseph Hoctor
accepted the cup on behalf of his teammates, mentors and
all our supporters. Well done to the lads and all those
involved in this fantas"c achievement.
Our Under‐16’s competed in the ‘B’ Championship and
although they were a very young team they were a match
for all the teams they met. They played 5 matches in the
league format and then met Clara in the county quarter final.
In a pulsa"ng and exci"ng match the game went to extra
"me. Unfortunately for the lads they were beaten by 3
points in the end but they can be proud of their
performance. Well done to the management team and we

Under‐12 CRC Gaels with the Carrig & Riverstown Tournament Trophy
Back Row (L to R) Michael Larkin, O. Cooke, S. Kane, L. Hoare, O. Cashen, T. Carey,
Ger Carey, D. Brennan, E. Watkins,
175 C. McDowell. Clement King.
Front Row: C. Connaughton, E. King, H. Larkin, M. Carey, D. McDowell, C. Larkin, J. Smith, T .Delaney.
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look forward to seeing all these young players represen"ng
the club over the coming years.
The Under‐12’s had a great end of year tournament in Carrig
in September with Kinni#y, Drumcullen and
Ballyskenach/Killavilla taking part. A&er a slow start the lads
were the eventual winners bea"ng Kinni#y in the final. They
also played 6 league matches during the summer winning 4
of them and also played numerous challenge matches. Well
done to these young players and their mentors.
The hurling year finished with the minor hurlers are in the
County ‘B’ final against Edenderry having overcome Clara in
the semi‐final. The final was played in Kinnity on October
30th. The game started evenly with Edenderry se%ng the
pace and scoring from placed balls. CRC kept in touch and
the teams were level at four points a&er 15 minutes.
Edenderry then struck for an excellent goal to put them one
goal up. Straight from the puck out Ryan Hogan in midfield
worked the ball to Mark O’Brien who finished to the net to
level the score again. From then to half "me CRC added
another goal and five points to leave the score at half "me
2 – 9 to 1 – 4 In the second half CRC Gaels con"nued to
dominate and ran out comfortable winners 4 – 20 to 2 – 5 to
retain the Keith Buggy Trophy they won last year. This was
a great win for a panel of players who had the bare numbers
and struggled with injuries all year. We are delighted to see
that a number of these young players have already played

on the Intermediate team this year. Well done to their
management team and all those who have coached these
young men over the years!
Our Under‐8’s and Under‐10’s also had a very busy year
playing blitzes on Saturdays (Under‐8’s) and Mondays
(Under‐10’s) while the Under‐8’s were training every
Tuesday and Friday and the Under‐10’s every Monday and
Thursday. It is a joy to drop into the pitch and see all these
young children enjoying the game, learning the skills, while
being supported by their parents and mentors. The highlight
of the year for our Under‐8’s was ge%ng to play in the
‘Faithful Fields’ in Kilcormac, as part of the celebra"ons of its
oﬃcial opening on 23rd September. The lads really enjoyed
the day and look forward to represen"ng the club for many
years to come. Winter training for Under‐6’s and Under‐8’s
is in Carrig Hall on Friday evenings and once again there are
big numbers again at these sessions.
Finally just a word of thanks to all our volunteers who work
"relessly throughout the year. In order to run the club we
rely on so many people – coaches, commi#ee members,
fundraisers, those who arrange the matches, co‐ordinate
fixtures, get the pitch ready, look a&er the refreshments for
visi"ng teams. A big thank you to each and every one of you
and a special thank you to all the parents for your con"nued
support. We are looking forward to 2018 already

CAMCOR RIDERS
Camcor Riders are a group of friends and motorcycle
enthusiasts from Oﬀaly, mainly the Birr area. The lads have
been riding motorcycles for years together and have been all
over Ireland suppor"ng charity runs and have also travelled
across Europe together. A few years ago they decided they
would like to have an annual run themselves to raise money
for local very worthy causes. Each year in May they organise
a two day run and in the past year have raised over €80,000
and donated every cent to local families or charitable groups
in the Oﬀaly area.
They are supported by a great bunch of bikers from various
parts of Ireland who collect sponsorship to take part and
fund all the cost of taking part in the run. A couple of years
ago they were joined by country star Jimmy Buckley on a

run and for the past few years the fantas"c Mr. Robert
Mizzell who is also a member of the Camcor Riders has been
very kind with his "me and oﬀers them a huge helping hand
each year. He is also a bit of a bike nut himself. The lads are
not members of any club as such. Their sole aim is to
fundraise and enjoy the ride in doing so.
They also take part in many more charity motorcycle runs
throughout the country to raise money for other causes
such as cancer care, foster care, caring for the elderly, and
have recently made dona"ons to Tullamore General
Hospital, Birr Hospital and Birr First Responders. This year
they donated to Blood Bikes, Sosad Tullamore, Aoibheanns
Pink Tie. The lads would like to thank the local people for
their support in their fundraising eﬀorts.

Making a presenta0on to the Carers Associa0on Tullamore are members of Camcor Riders, Aidan Dunne, Gerard Murphy,
Seamus Bradley, Ernie Bailey , Jackie Duﬀy, Trevor Moran, Ray Fallon and Dermot Guinan (RIP).
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Pictured at the Introduc0on of Girl’s Rugby in St. Brendan’s Community School.

Back row (L toR): Saoirse Egan, Chloe Gorman, Ka"e Sullivan, Niamh Middleton, Leah Scully, Alannah Hehir, Cathriona Byrne,
Ebony Hogan, Karina Stankute, Orlaith Plunke#, Bronagh Byrne, Aisling Carroll, Bronagh Guinan, Alana Roddy.
Middle Row: Alex Brady, Sarah Harding, Niamh Campbell, Niamh Mullarkey, Grace Gorman, Sian Cooke, Roisin O’Connor,
Grainne Heagney, Laura Sampson, Isobel Murphy, Rachael O’Sullivan.
Front Row: Saoirse Campbell, Ieva Jurkaityte, Beibheann O’Grady, Aoife Guinan, Carrie Drought.

BIRR RFC GIRLS YOUTH RUGBY

BIRR RUGBY CLUB

For the first "me in its history Birr Rugby Club entered two
girls youth teams into the Leinster League. Under‐18 and
Under‐15 teams took part. Despite it being a challenging
season for the girls they enjoyed the season and gained
great experience. There are now over 45 youth girls
registered with the club. This has brought a new lease of
life to Birr Rugby. Many of these players had given up sport
in their early teens but rugby has given them a new focus
and created team building, fitness and social opportuni"es
for them.
A number of the Under‐18 players were successful in
playing with the Midland League in the early months of
2017, leading to one player, Grainne Heagney, being
selected for the Leinster Under‐18 screening trials in
August 2017. Despite not making it to the final Leinster
Under‐18 team Grainne gained great experience

Girls Under‐18 Team
Back Row (L to R): Sian Cooke,
Laura Sampson, Leah Scully,
Alannah Hehir, Grace Gorman,
Niamh Mullarkey, Niamh Campbell.
Middle Row: Ellen Robinson,
Roisin O'Connor, Allie Harding,
Karina Stankute, Cathriona Byrne,
Niamh Cleare.
Front Row: Grainne Heagney,
Ebony Hogan, Aoife Scallan,
Michelle Carroll, Bronagh Byrne.

throughout the screening.
There has been good commitment from all of their coaches
who con"nue to support them through the next season.
Birr Rugby Club hosted a visit from the Women’s Rugby
World Cup Trophy Tour. Our players along with a number
of local schools had the great opportunity to see the
Trophy Cup. This was for many their first introduc"on to
women’s rugby which bolds well for future players.
This season Birr Rugby Club made a case to St. Brendan’s
Community School to introduce girl’s rugby. This was
successful and girls rugby will commence in the school in
season 2017/2018.
Age grades for girls has changed from Under‐15 and
Uunder‐18 to Under‐14, Under‐16 and Under‐18 for the
2017/2018 season. All new players are welcome to join.
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MINI & YOUTH RUGBY
Birr Rugby at mini and youth level con"nues to grow in
popularity a&er another season which saw an increase in
numbers across all age levels. The leprechaun and mini
sec"on is par"cularly thriving with numbers in excess of 150
boys and girls from Under‐7 up to Under‐12 par"cipa"ng on
Sunday mornings. This is a mammoth undertaking in terms
of organisa"on and great credit is due to the coaches who
take the sessions and all the parents who run the kitchen
and dispense gallons of hot chocolate to the boys and girls
a&er each session. The highlight of any mini season is an
invita"on to par"cipate in a game during half‐"me of a
Leinster Pro12/European game in the RDS. Last season it was
the turn of Brian Kenny’s Under‐12s who were invited to the
RDS for the Leinster v Zebre Pro12 game in February. A great
evening was had by all the players, coaches and parents who
travelled up for the game. As always the highlight for the
boys is the opportunity to have their photo taken with the
players a&er the game. An integral part of mini rugby are
the mini blitzes which are run during the season as these
blitzes give our younger players an opportunity to exhibit
their rugby skills against other club’s mini teams. Last season
our Under‐10s broke new ground in terms of new opposi"on
when Paddy and Dee Marshall travelled up to Barnhall RFC
with their squad for a very enjoyable blitz.
All our youth teams including the women’s sec"on
competed in Midland/Leinster League and Cup
compe""ons. Last season the youths fielded teams at
Under‐13, Under‐14, Under‐15, Under‐16, and Under‐18
levels, a monumental achievement for a club of Birr’s size. In
total the various squads amounted to approximately 125
players and notwithstanding these numbers, our coaches,
having completed Leinster coaching courses, were suitably
equipped to coach and enhance youth player development.
Successful seasons for youth rugby in Birr are never
measured in terms of trophies won.
However, last season we did need to make space in the
trophy cabinet on the occasion of our Under‐15 boys
winning a Leinster League "tle when they overcame a much‐
fancied North Kildare team in a thrilling final played in North
Kildare. The Under‐14 boys also contested a Leinster Final
but were narrowly beaten by a very strong Edenderry side,
in a final played in Tullamore. Our Under‐13 boys who were
fresh out of minis contested their first ever youth final but
were beaten by 2 points by Edenderry in a Midland League
final played in Roscrea. In addi"on our combined Under‐13
boys and girls rugby tag team represented Oﬀaly in the
Community Games. Following a close game with Shinrone
in the Oﬀaly final, Birr went all the way to the Leinster Final
where they were beaten by Kildare by one score in a thrilling
final.
Coaching is strictly on a volunteer basis and Birr youth rugby
is indebted to all our coaches and youth co‐ordinators,
Eamonn O’Meara and Emma Ward, who oversee the
smooth running of the youth sec"on. The club is lucky in
having two referees on hand, John Heﬀernan and Brendain
Molloy, who are of invaluable assistance by keeping
everybody up to date on law changes, etc. Overseeing the
implementa"on of the IRFU Safeguarding Policy is Ann
O’Connor who is Birr’s Rugby Welfare Oﬃcer. The IRFU seek

to promote the welfare of all Age‐Grade Players so that they
develop to the best of their ability in a safe and fun rugby
environment. Anne is tasked with implemen"ng best
prac"ce in the area of safeguarding Age‐Grade Players in line
with the IRFU Safeguarding Policy
Birr youth rugby is now running a successful women’s
sec"on comprising of Under‐16 and Under‐18 girls. Since
their incep"on back in September 2015 women’s rugby has
gone from strength to strength and now competes in the
Leinster League. They are now an integral part of Birr Rugby
and it’s a sec"on which will con"nue to grow in coming
seasons. Well done to all the players, the coaches, Andrew
Lally, Fiona O’Meara, Audrey Butler, Alan Purcell, Frank
Higgins, Caimin O’Brien, Imelda Smith, women’s co‐
ordinator, Emma Ward and all associated with women’s
rugby in Birr. The introduc"on of women’s rugby into St
Brendan’s Community School this season will further
enhance our player base and we thank Ming Loughnane and
the Board of Management for the opportunity aﬀorded us.
As ever all of us here in Birr Rugby follow the exploits of
former youth players who have progressed into the
professional game. We are pleased to see that both Shane
Delahunt (Connacht) and Peter Dooley (Leinster) have been
rewarded with senior contracts. Former Under‐20
interna"onal forward Jack
Regan, having represented
Leinster up to “A” level, has
gone into the Ulster academy.
The club is con"nuing the
conveyor belt of young talent
with Conor O’Meara (pictured
right)having made his debut at
Under‐17 level for Leinster last
season. Michael Hand has been
selected for the current squad.
All in Birr Rugby are very proud
of the boys achievements, all of
whom are quick to acknowledge
the significant role Birr Rugby
played in their respec"ve rugby
careers. Hopefully current youth
players Dan Murray, DJ
McLoughlin and Joe Ryan, who
are in the Development squad, will shortly follow in their
footsteps.
Further honour was bestowed upon Birr Rugby when it was
announced that Ireland would host a 3 day training camp in
Birr prior to their departure to Georgia for the Under‐20
World Cup last May. Local interest was increased due to the
fact that our own Jack Regan was in the squad and he and all
the squad were warmly welcomed to Birr. It was a great
honour for the club and many thanks to everybody who
made this happen.
Last season Birr Rugby launched their new website
birrrugby.ie which has proven to be a great success. With up
to date news, events, fixtures, results and match reports
rela"ng to Birr Rugby now online. Registra"on and payment
of subscrip"ons can now be done online and the website
also has a link to Facebook, Twi#er and YouTube.
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Birr RFC Senior Rugby Team and Mentors.
Back Row (L to R): Alan Purcell, Stephen Molloy, Paddy Donaghue, Daniel Troy, Michael Hernon, Jason Bracken, Sam Eaton.
Middle Row: Christy Hogan, Philip Haslam, Simon Eades, Darra Culbert, Padraig Burns, Thomas Bailey, Mark Whi#en, Simon Moylan,
Eoin Gannon. Front Row: Stephen Niland, Emmet Scully, Donnacha Purcell, Luke Fogarty, David Guinan, Alan Guinan, Michael Dwyer,
Brendan Heﬀernan, Darcy Howley, Thomas Lyndon.
Missing from photo are Michael Keane, Mark Guinan, Ray Cordial, Brendan Hynes.

SENIOR TEAM REPORT
Birr RFC senior team had mixed fortune during the 2016/17 of the season, losing and winning bonus points played a
season. The early stage of the season looked promising, a&er huge part.
reaching the Leinster Seconds Cup Final the previous year On a more posi"ve note Birr hit a slight run of form bea"ng
interest was high. Birr blooded a number of new and Roscrea in the PST Sport Midland League Bowl Final on a
promising players in the opening Midland league games score line of 29‐0 bringing the Moore cup back to Birr for a
against Edenderry and Longford. Having lost both games this second consecu"ve year. Birr also advanced to the third
le& Birr to face Roscrea in the bowl final later in the year.
round of the Seconds plate by bea"ng Tullamore in a close
The Leinster League commenced in late September with Birr fought game 26‐21 but lost then to Edenderry in Birr’s last
performing well in the opening games. Two home wins with game of the season. Credit is due to Christy Hogan for his
bonus points, an away draw and two losses away, one with work throughout the season as Coach, keeping the senior
a losing bonus point, le& Birr mid‐table with everything to team of the club afloat.
play for. But a loss of players through injury, work and Anybody interested in playing rugby at any level should
college commitments le& Birr stranded for players for the contact the club on info@birrrugby.ie and keep up to date
remainder of the season. Travelling with 17 onUnder‐14
a numberLeinster
of onFinalists.
all Birr Rugby news on both Facebook and our website
occasions
BirrR):did
stay up avoiding
a relega"on
Back
Row (L to
J. well
Boyd,toO’Connor,
O’Higgins,
L. Standish,play
A. Kiely,birrrugby.ie
G. Daly, D. Morris, R. Gee, L. Donagher, A. Byrne, S. Morris.
oﬀ. With six Front
losses,Row:
oneK.
win
andC.one
drawP.for
the remainder
Rock,
Franks,
Cleary,
S. Finneran, J. O’Meara, H. Whelehan, J. Corrigan, C. Lyons.

Under 15 Leinster League winners
Back Row (L to R): R. Dolan (coach) N. Nolan, M. Egan, J. Hourigan, DJ. McLoughlin, J. Coughlan, L. Miller, J. Ryan (capt), J. Guinan,

C. Burke, A. McGill, C. Middleton, K. Tierney, D. Murray and B. Hogan (coach).
Front Row: W. Burns (assistant coach), M. Cleary, T. Errity, M. Boyd, N. Lyons, E. Dolan, M. Houlihan, C. Hardiman, S. Ryan, P. Kelly, S. Donoghue.
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BIRR GOLF CLUB
What a wonderful year for outdoor sport. Our course was
enhanced by landscaping to improve tees and greens while
the fairways were maintained to a high standard. All our
compe""ons ran successfully and our guests favourably
commented, as usual, on our a#rac"ve course.
We held our AGM on Sunday, 23 November 2016. A very
large a#endance heard a comprehensive report on our
ac"vi"es over the past year. Outgoing Chairman, Brendan
O’Carroll praised the club members for their hard work
during a year of many challenges. Trees had been removed,
new machinery acquired and signage installed. Brendan
expressed apprecia"on for the course and house staﬀ, and
also the many voluntary workers who contributed so much.
He thanked Hon. Sec. Bernade#e McTague and Hon. Treas.
Joe Slevin for their hard work over the years and as both are
re"ring this year, he wished them well for the future.
In her Hon. Sec.’s report, Bernade#e gave a rundown on the
ac"vi"es of the Club. We had taken part in all the Inter Club
compe""ons, winning the Oﬀaly Championship and the Joe
Monaghan trophy, in Esker Hills. The Monday evening
Presidents’ Scramble was s"ll very successful. Tuesday
morning Bridge, run by Mary O’Gorman, is very popular.
Hon. Treas. Joe Slevin gave his usual detailed report on the
finances. We had a successful year despite many diﬃcul"es.
Some new machinery had been bought but other pieces
would have to be replaced at substan"al cost. In general,
the a#endance was happy with accounts and thanked Joe
for his presenta"on.
Three mo"ons were passed. One for a new category of
single social membership cos"ng €360, with husband and
wife to cost €660.
The new Management Commi#ee is: Chairman Cormac

Moylan, Captains Sean Moylan and Theresa Fealy.
Presidents Aileen Watkins and Tom Rigney. Vice Captains
Mary Bolger and Paschal Troy. Hon. Sec. Mary Bolger. Hon.
Treas. Aidan Farrelly. Members Ma# Feenane, Bernard
Kennedy, Vincent Liﬀey, Caroline McCarthy and Joe Slevin.
We took part in the tradi"onal men’s compe""ons. The
senior team consis"ng of Michael Horan, Declan Gath, Billy
McGarry, Billy Donlon, Padraig Moylan John Dwyer, Ger
Gath reached the qualifying stages of the Leinster sec"on in
Malahide but were defeated in the semi‐finals.
All the Club major compe""ons were completed eﬃciently
and smoothly. President Tom Rigney’s prize was won by
Eddie Nevin. Michael McGarry defeated Tony McCormack
in the Kenny Cup. Fergus Garland defeated Jeremy Plunke#
for the Hacke# Cup. John Dwyer lost out to Seamus Breen in
the Club Championship. John went on the win Golfer of the
Year with 31 points.
Sean Moylan’s coveted Captain’s Prize was played for in
heavy rain but that did not deter Liam Coughlan, the Clareen
hurler‐cum‐golfer from collec"ng the year’s number one
prize. President Tom Rigney, gave a very entertaining speech
outlining the captain’s interes"ng career. He had been an
outstanding hurler for both St. Rynagh’s and Oﬀaly and on
adop"ng golf he had contributed hugely to the success of
our Club. He was especially grateful to the sponsor John
Ryan Construc"on and wished his Company every success
The course is s"ll a Mecca for Socie"es and several
organisa"ons and clubs held very successful Classics over the
summer and autumn.
Our incoming captains for 2018 are Paschal Troy and Mary
Bolger and we wish them and all the members a great year’s
golf. Go n’éirí go geal leo.

Captain Sean Moylan’s Prize
Back Row (L to R): Tommy Higgins, Patricia Rowland, John Dwyer, Brendan Hogan, Dermot Nolan, Billy Donlon,
Pat Doyle, Pat Molloy, Michael Horan, John Sampson, Declan Gath, Sorcha Moylan
Front Row: Eddie Nevin, Billy McGarry, President Tom Rigney, Captains Prize Winner Liam Coughlan,
Captain Sean Moylan, John Kelly, Chairman Cormac Moylan.
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Par0cipants in the
Birr Town FC
Summer Camp.

BIRR TOWN SOCCER CLUB
The past season proved to be an unsuccessful one for the
Senior teams of Birr Town. Although the 1st team managed
to get to the Cup Final, unfortunately, they lost to Clara
Town in a seven‐goal thriller. The reserves failed to sparkle
as they had in the previous season, but to their credit, they
did the Club proud.
At schoolboy/girl level a few of the sides managed runner‐
up spots in their divisions with pride of place going to the
Under 16 Girls side who won the Shield Compe""on.
A very successful Summer Camp under the F.A.I was run in
June with over 100 children par"cipa"ng. A number of very
successful draws were run over the season with the
generosity of the people of Birr proving a great benefit again.

Club member and Coach Alan Corboy was honoured by
Republic of Ireland Defence Forces Interna"onal side by
being appointed to their coaching staﬀ. A great honour for
both for Alan and Birr Town club.
Work con"nues on keeping the grounds up to a high
standard and much praise must be given to all the staﬀ for
their work in this regard.
A great thanks must go to all the parents who give their "me
every week to ferry children to our away games. This is very
much appreciated.
Let's hope the coming season will see the Club go from
strength to strength, and once again a big thank you to all
who con"nue to support us in our eﬀorts.

CAMCOR WARRIORS SPECIAL OLYMPICS CLUB
The Camcor Warriors is but one of over eighty Special
Olympics Clubs in Leinster. However, it is a very unique club
in that it is specifically tailored to junior athletes aged
between six and sixteen, with an intellectual disability, living
locally.
At Camcor Warriors Special Olympics Club we encourage our
athletes to focus on par"cipa"on, with our coaches and
volunteers helping each athlete to achieve their personal
best across a variety of
sports,
both
in
compe""ons and at our
weekly training sessions.
Our spor"ng por+olio is
constantly expanding and
soon we will be increasing
our range to include
bowling,
gymnas"cs,
javelin, and equestrian,
with
our
athletes
hopefully compe"ng at
Leinster and All Ireland
levels in these sports. To
date our athletes have
successfully competed in
aqua"cs and athle"cs and
already have two Olympic gold and one Olympic silver medal
to add to Leinster gold medals. Well done to all our athletes!
Our thanks to The Springs Leisure Centre at the County Arms
Hotel and Birr Leisure Centre for the use of their wonderful
facili"es every week.

Members of Camcor Warriors
Robert Reid, Conor Dwyer and Dylan Dwyer.

Fundraising is an essen"al and con"nuing task to help us
support our athletes and to this end we have organised
many successful charity events and are most grateful to the
local community for their dona"ons and sponsorships.
Without this con"nued support our club would not be in a
posi"on to provide such a wide variety of choice to our
members. Likewise Camcor Warriors is ever grateful to all
our coaches and volunteers, without whose "me, energy ,
commitment and enthusiasm the club would not be the
great success it is today.
If you are interested in finding out more about our
membership, or wish to become a volunteer or make a
dona"on, please contact Susanne on 086 8273639.
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JOE ERRITY
(Dip. Civ. Eng.)

The Green, Birr

ARCHITECTURAL & PLANNING
CONSULTANT

For a drink, chat,
lots of craic.

Lisheen
Birr
Tel: 057-9120260
Fax: 057-9125316
Mob: 087-8104227

Breakfast All Day
Full Lunch 12-6
Phone

Email: joeerrity@eircom.net

Domestic and Commercial Design,
Supervision, Mapping,
Fully Bonded

057 9120175

A4-A0 Photocopying Service

Jade
Palace
Chinese Restaurant & Take Away
Townsend Street, Birr, Co. Offaly

057 – 9125125
OPENING HOURS
7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon-Fri: 5.00pm – 12.00am
Sat: 5.00pm - 01.00am
Sun & Public Holiday: 1.00pm – 12.00am

182

2017 Part 3_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:51 PM Page 183

WILMER TENNIS CLUB
The past year has been a very busy one for the Wilmer
Tennis Club. The club has been a hive of ac"vity throughout
the year with lots of new members playing regularly and
enjoying the wonderful facili"es available at the club.
Throughout last Winter organised tennis on Tuesday and
Wednesday nights a#racted 48 players weekly and that set
the tone for the year ahead. It led to a record entry for the
Spring League as players got into the compe""ve spirit from
early in the year.
The Club introduced a new compe""on to its calendar this
year, the President’s Prize. Current Club President Paddy
Hoctor put forward the idea for the event and it proved to
be an inspired decision. This new compe""on proved to be
a great success with 43 pairs entered and many outside clubs
represented, including Roscrea, Templemore, Portumna,
Mullingar and Athlone. The compe""on was divided into
three grades and all three finals were played together. The
final in the top sec"on proved to be a real thriller. It swayed
one way and then the other before eventually being decided
by a close fought "e break with J.P. Savy & Trish Savy just
edging out Chris Collins and Therese de Chaumont. In the
middle sec"on Billy Woods and Reidin Fogarty got the be#er
of Daithi de Forge and Liz Maloney while in the third sec"on
Dermot Sheils and Sinead Bruce came out on top against
Mar"n Talbot and Sinead Parsons.
A&erwards President Paddy Hoctor presented the prizes to
the winners and congratulated everyone who took part in
the tournament. Chairman Noel Russell added his thanks
and also thanked all who provided refreshments throughout
the tournament. The night ended with music and song and
wrapped up a successful inaugural President’s Prize.
In July the Annual Open Week a#racted a huge entry with
over 130 players from clubs across the Midlands taking part
in the 11 diﬀerent events over nine days. It was a hec"c
schedule but thankfully all was completed in "me with 11
finals played on the Saturday. The host club did very well
and nine of the 11 winners featured Wilmer players, which
was a terrific return for the local club.
The presenta"on took place in the clubhouse on the
Saturday night where Club chairman Noel Russell, thanked
all the people who took part in Open Week. He thanked the
many people who travelled from outside clubs to support
the event and also the clubs who hosted a few matches to
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help with the schedule.
The chairman extended thanks to the sponsors of the event
for their generosity to the club. Thanks were also extended
to all those who provided catering for visi"ng and local
players during the week, those who organised the barbecue
on the final two nights and everyone else who assisted in
the running of the event.
Well done to all the club players who enjoyed success. J.P.
Savy, Chris Collins and Simon Whelahan all collected two
"tles each. J.P. defeated Chris to win the singles "tle and
they then teamed up to win the Men's A Doubles. Chris also
won the Open Mixed Doubles, with Csilla Varga, who was
unlucky to lose a "ght Ladies B doubles final. Simon
Whelahan won the Handicapped Mixed Doubles A with
Susanne Dwyer and also collected the Men's B Singles "tle,
defea"ng another Wilmer player Cathal Kirwan in the final.
Cathal had some measure of compensa"on when he teamed
up with Sean Ra&ery (Athlone) to win the Men's B Doubles
"tle defea"ng David & Ryan O'Meara in the final. The Ladies
Singles final featured two sisters with Therese de Chaumont
ge%ng the be#er of Catherine Bergin in a gruelling contest.
Trisha Carey and Hilda Dooley had a great win in the Ladies
C Doubles final while in an all Wilmer final Dermot Shiels and
Trish Savy beat John Claﬀey and Siobhan Smyth in the
Handicapped Mixed Doubles B final. Well done to all on a
great week.
At the annual Vintage Tennis tournament, there was a lovely
turnout of people in vintage whites while the old wooden
racquets made their annual appearance! The prize for the
best dressed lady went to Mary Horan while the best
dressed man was Pat O'Gorman.
Towards the end of last year the Club enjoyed success in the
Midland League when capturing the Division 3 (David
O’Meara, Noel Russell, Catherine Barry, Paula Quinlan) and
Division 6 (Sinead Bruce, Fiona Smyth, Caroline Cashen,
Caoimhe Gath) "tles.
Division 5 was probably the highlight of the season as the
final featured two Wilmer teams in opposi"on to each other.
A large and apprecia"ve crowd was treated to a great display
of tennis by both teams and there was very li#le to separate
them. A&er the four regula"on matches, the "e was level 2‐
2 so it went to a reverse doubles to decide the contest. Even
that was nerve jangling and was "ght all the way before

Pictured at the Wilmer Tennis Club's Vintage Tennis Tournament are (l‐r) Hazel Greene, Cyril Stanley (Co‐Chair Birr Vintage Week &
Arts Fes"val), John O'Callaghan, Noel Russell, Be#y Hunt, Joe Harding, Mary Horan, Pat O'Gorman, Pauline Walsh, Jim Bob
O'Donoghue, Jacquie Jordan, Sinead Conneely and Lucy Conneely, Karen Smith, Victoria Haliy‐Svarycheskyy, Alice Corrigan, Teresa
Ryan Feehan, Peter Eastwood, DJ Wilson, Janine Wilson (Co‐Chair Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes"val) Susan Molloy and Billy Jordan.
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finishing 6‐4. Congratula"ons to the winning team of Victoria
Haliy, Ann O'Meara, Trisha Carey and sub Hilda Dooley who
was in for Jacquie Jordan and hard luck to the runners up,
Be#y Hynes, Alice Corrigan, Emma Nee Haslam and Teresa
Wynne.
A reverse doubles was also needed to decide the Division 6
final in Puckane but unfortunately on this occasion the
Wilmer came out on the wrong side of the result. Again it
was a close run thing but the reverse doubles went to
Killaloe‐Ballina by 6‐4. Hard luck to the team of Hilda Dooley,
Siobhan McDermo#, Therese O’Carroll and Gillian Lally, who
was subbing for Sinead Parsons.
The following night the Wilmer and Killaloe‐Ballina were due
to return to Puckane again for the Division 4 Final but the
bad weather put paid to that and like the Division 3 Final,

which also featured the Wilmer against Roscrea, those finals
were s"ll to be played at the "me of wri"ng.
The Division 1 and 2 teams and Division 5 men’s teams are
involved in the group stages of their campaigns and the
likelihood is that the club will also make the knock out stages
in those divisions, making it an excep"onally successful year
for the club in the Midland League.
The club has been pu%ng in a lot of eﬀort to a#ract more
younger members and a number of coaching camps and
other ini"a"ves were held throughout the year to encourage
more young people to play and these a#racted a lot of
interest. Hopefully these youngsters will maintain their
interest in the game and con"nue to play as tennis is a game
that can be played for life.

WOLFTRAP CYCLING CLUB
During the 2017 season members of the Wol&rap Cycling
Club were involved in many events throughout the country
including events sponsored by our sister clubs in the
Midlands including Portumna, Lynx in Ferbane, Tullamore,
Athlone and Mullingar as well as further afield.
Two Audax events started in Birr during the year, one in
February and the second in May. These were 200k cycles
which are organised by Audax Ireland.
Eleven cyclists undertook a trip from Mizen to Malin in late
August early September. The week of the trip had favourable
weather condi"ons which the group appreciated as there
had been very heavy rain along the west of the country, in
the weeks before and immediately a&er the trip. When the
cyclists reached the Inishowen Peninsula in Donegal they
witnessed the damage from the flash floods of a few weeks
earlier. Some of the roads were closed. However, the
cyclists were able to cross a temporary bridge between
Quigley’s Point and Carndonagh to con"nue to their
des"na"on at Malin Head.
On September 10th, The Pieta House Tipp/Oﬀaly cycle
started and finished at the County Arms Hotel. There were
two distance op"ons of 50k and 100k. Condi"ons were
diﬃcult with both rain and wind and the cyclists were glad of

the hot food and showers provided by the County Arms
Hotel at the end of the arduous cycle.
The Slieve Bloom Extreme Challenge was a very successful
event in 2016. This event is also known as the 7 Peaks
Challenge and the 2017 edi"on was held on Saturday 7th
October. 120 cyclists started the event at Birr Rugby Club
which was 30 more than the 2016. Once again this event
a#racted cyclists from many parts of the country. People
began to gather for registra"on at 7.00 am and the group
le& the Rugby Club at 9.00 am. The route was designed so
that the cyclists could a#empt 3, 4, 5 or 7 peaks. Those who
did the maximum distance of 170km climbed a total of
2500m star"ng with West Glendine, followed by the Cut,
Lackaroe/Wol&rap, Glendine East, the Cut and the Wol&rap.
The main food stop was at the Community Centre in Kinni#y.
The visi"ng cyclists were impressed with the Club’s
hospitality and organisa"on.
In order to keep muscles toned during the winter, the club
organises spinning classes, at The Birr Leisure Centre. The
club welcomes new members every year and we hope that
many new members will join us in 2018. Any prospec"ve
members will find more informa"on about the club on our
website www.wol&rapcc.eu and our Facebook page

Pictured at the finish in malin Head are
Front from le/: Declan Milne, Ronan Clarke, Cronan Grennan, Trevor Digan, Joe Mannion,
Jim Cloonan, Tony Fahey, Marie Brady.
Back from le/: Mark Conneely, Aidan Horan, Dave Doyle.
184

2017 Part 3_Layout 1 14-Nov-17 9:51 PM Page 185

BIRR Year Review 2017

BIRR SOCIAL CLUB
Once again we enjoyed a successful year on the
compe""ons front. We started the year with the 5 Mans
Team Snooker Tournament (sponsored by Super‐Valu, Main
Street, Birr). The Gardaí Team ran out worthy winners by a
score of 3 – 2.
Next came the Annual Darts Tournament (in aid of a
defibrillator for our street area) sponsored by John Reedy
and Jim Cashen. The Open Sec"on was won by Pascal Ryan’s
team and the Town Sec"on was won by Kelly’s Bar. Our Golf
Society was well supported once again, (the main sponsor
being Joe Mallon Motors Portlaoise). Other snooker
tournament winners were Mick Parlon (Snr.), Alan Hennessy
and Larry Broderick. This year we lost a valued member in
Jim Hickey. Jim served as Hon Treasurer and was an
Honorary Member, his games of solo will be sadly missed.
The Club took part in and won a Tidy Towns project at Eden
Road and I think it is fair to say we created a good impression
with a lot of help from members and friends of the Club.

The late Jim Hickey (right) presen0ng a snooker
prize to Mike Parlon.

The club’s Eden Road project as part of Birr Tidy Towns.

Snooker Tournament winner
Larry Broderick (right) receiving his prize
from Shamie Fanneran.

The GardaI team who were winners of
the 5‐man team snooker tournament.
Back Row (L to R) Alan Dunford, Fergus
Hogan, Jim Hogan.
Front Row: Kenneth Lee, Andy Keane
(Super‐Valu, sponsors), Damien Hogan,
Pat O’Callaghan (secretary).
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BIRR GAA MINOR CLUB
We started oﬀ in January where over 50 young hurlers from
ages 4‐10 laid the founda"ons for the future and soon a&er
we held a Parent Informa"on Night and Underage
Registra"on night where our plans for the coming year were
outlined and parents and players got to speak to their
respec"ve management teams.
The excellent work of our U‐14 hurlers was rewarded with
back‐to‐back success in the Oﬀaly Féile, defea"ng
neighbours CRC Gaels in the final before advancing to the
Na"onal finals in Wexford, where they received top‐class
hospitality from the St Mar"n's club.
Birr defeated Shelmaliers (Wexford) 4‐3 to 1‐6 in their
opening game before falling to Rosenallis (Laois) by 1‐7 to
1‐2. A one‐point win against St Mar"n's (Wexford) would
have secured their passage to the knock‐out stages but they
were pipped 0‐6 to 0‐5 before falling to Trim in the Shield
quarter‐final.
The lads were a credit to the club both on and oﬀ the field
and great credit must go to their backroom team of manager
Neil Tierney and selectors Andrew Sullivan, John Miller,
Kevin McNamara and Meelie King for all their hard work.
CRC Gaels turned the tables on the lads in the Oﬀaly U‐14 'A'
semi‐final but this team will have many more days in the sun
if they con"nue to apply themselves and work hard. And
while our second string U‐14 side were undone by a far
superior Ballyskenach/Killavilla side, it was great to see them
reach the U‐14 'C' final.
The Féile trip and ki%ng out our hurlers came at a he&y cost
to the Minor Club but through a series of fundraisers and
the goodwill and support of local businesses, this was
achieved by our hard‐working fundraising commi#ee. Your
con"nued support to our young members is greatly
appreciated.
The Billy 'Snipe' Nevin Cup U‐10 blitz, featuring Portumna,
Moneygall, Clough‐Ballacolla and Birr, was a huge success
during Birr Vintage Week & Arts Fes"val with Portumna the
overall winners a&er a feast of hurling ac"on for the game's

future stars. Thanks to Johnny Pilkington and his
management team for their great eﬀort throughout the
year. Similarly, the Tom Ryan Cup saw four U‐12 teams,
Camross, Kiltormer/Mullagh, Shinrone and Birr, in
compe""on in St Brendan's Park during August with
Camross the eventual winners.
Thanks to Colm 'Cha' Cahill and his backroom team for their
work throughout 2017 while Colm and Johnny also brought
a large group of young Birr hurlers (U‐10, U‐12 and U‐14s) to
Croke Park for the Leinster hurling final between Galway and
Wexford where a great day out was had at GAA HQ.
Under the stewardship of manager Simon Whelahan and his
selectors, our U‐8s also made the trip to Croke Park in 2017
where they all got to play on the hallowed turf. Thanks to all
parents for helping to facilitate the day at GAA HQ, a great
day was had by all involved and let's hope it's only a ma#er
of "me before they're back there again.
Our U‐16 and minor sides may not have made the knock‐out
stages but they improved enormously from the start of the
season to the end and huge thanks must go to Johnny Kelly
(U‐16) and Barry Whelahan (U‐18). Our U‐15 hurlers
finished the year on a high winning the Plate at the Naas U‐
15 Hurling tournament in September.
Congrats to all our young hurlers who represented Oﬀaly at
various grades throughout the year and we extend a big
thank you to all of our coaches and parents, without whom
it would be impossible to run our minor club. Thank you in
par"cular to parents who drive the lads from game to game,
we really appreciate your dedica"on and we encourage all
parents and guardians to take an ac"ve role in your
children's spor"ng development.
Also, I would like to thank our hugely dedicated minor
commi#ee, chaired by John Irwin, who run our underage
club so eﬃciently. Coaching Co‐ordinator Johnny Pilkington
deserves a special men"on for all his hard work with our
underage players and while it is s"ll a work in progress, 2017
was a year of progress. #biorraabú

Birr Under‐14 Féile Hurling Team 2017
Back Row (L to R): Shane Rasheed, Sam Morris, Sam Smyth, Michael McCarthy, Ben Miller, Joe Boyd,
Ronan Bergin, Darragh Morris, Darragh McNamara, James Hayes, Lochlinn Quinn, Simon Feehan.
Front Row: Cian Nolan, Conor McArthur, Lee Loonam, Luke Morris (Capt) , Adam Duﬀy, Darragh Tierney,
Ailbe Watkins, Dáire Guilfoyle, Ciarán Abbo#, Cannice Stevenson, Ben Pardy, Conor Franks.
Missing from Photo: Alesio Szoma.
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BIRR GAA SENIOR CLUB
While silverware may not have been garnered in 2017, it was
a highly proac"ve year for Birr GAA club on and oﬀ the pitch
as the transforma"on of St Brendan's Park con"nued,
highlighted by an entertaining Oﬀaly SHC quarter‐final
double header in August. Huge credit is due to Pat
Thompson and his Field Commi#ee and it was great to see
the new turns"les on Orchard Lane beside Tesco in
opera"on.
In early spring, we raised a healthy sum selling "ckets as part
of the GAA's Na"onal Draw but 2017's chief fundraising
ac"vity was our annual Golf Classic where a staggering 52
teams took part, the most successful in our history.
Thanks to all who supported, par"cular men"on to our main
sponsor Hugo Loonam Motors and the Golf Classic
commi#ee for ensuring a great day's ac"vi"es, which was
followed by our social night with live music and a barbecue
entertaining everyone un"l the early hours in Pilkington's
bar. Well done to Kevin McNamara's team, the proud
winners of the Peter Pardy Perpetual Cup.
We also extend a huge thanks to our dedicated team of lo#o
sellers who keep our club going financially on a weekly basis.
Your trojan work does not go unno"ced and we would love
to see new faces step forward to ease the load.
A&er an indiﬀerent group campaign, our senior hurlers
pushed 2016 county champions St Rynagh's to the pin of
their collar but unfortunately came up just short by a point.
2017 was a turbulent year oﬀ the pitch but many thanks to
Paddy Kirwan, Garech Doorley, Peter Swanipoole and Mick
Lyons and his successor Gerry Spellman, who was assisted by
Mar"n McCarthy and Pio Spillane. For the first "me in many
years, Birr also sent a team to the pres"gious Kilmacud
Sevens tournament in Dublin which was a great learning
experience for all involved.
Thanks also to Mar"n McCarthy, Ma# Feenane and Johnny
Kelly for taking charge of our intermediate side, who
retained their intermediate status for 2018, while it was
great to see our juniors compe""ve in the early rounds of
the championship. Many thanks to the management team
of Enda Molloy, Johnny Pilkington and Dave Coﬀey.
Many had wri#en oﬀ our junior footballers but huge credit
must go to John Ryan and his management team of Dave
Coﬀey, Mick Mulrooney and Dave Bolger who guided the

Referee Richie Fitzsimons with Kilcormac/Killoughey
captain Peter Healion and St Rynagh’s captain Sean Dolan
ahead of the 2017 Oﬀaly SHC final
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Brian Whelehan being inducted into the Leinster GAA Hall
of Fame ahead of Oﬀaly v Galway in this year’s Leinster SHC
semi‐final in O’Moore Park, Portlaoise.

lads to the semi‐finals. Anyone who was in Ballycumber to
see their epic extra‐"me quarter‐final win over Clara will
never forget the heart and guts displayed on that special
night. As of prin"ng "me, our U‐21 hurlers St Brendan's
were awai"ng their semi‐final opponents so we wish Gary
Cahill and his side the very best.
There were many notable achievements in 2017 with club
referee Richie Fitzsimons taking charge of his first Oﬀaly SHC
final while the great Brian Whelahan was deservedly
inducted into the Leinster GAA Hall of Fame.
Sean Ryan had the honour of captaining his county for 2017
while Grant Engineering, backboned by Birr hurlers, made it
back‐to‐back wins in the All‐Ireland InterFirms and Pat
Teehan was elected as Vice Chairman of the Leinster Council.
Birr GAA Club's Celebra"on Night, which included the
presenta"on of Oﬀaly Division 1 League winners medals
from 2010 and 2014 and Leinster League Division 1
championship medals from 2012 was a huge success. Many
thanks to Paul Cleary, Gary Cahill and Pat Thompson for their
organisa"on of a great night.
A lot has been achieved in 2017 but there is a lot more to
do and we encourage more people to be ac"ve in your
support of our club, get your hands dirty and help out where
possible because the GAA is the heart and soul of our town
and your club needs you.
Finally, we could not finish without oﬀering sympathy to all
friends and family of Birr GAA who passed away throughout
the year, par"cularly Geraldine Cleary, Mick Hough and
Bridie Rosney. Geraldine, mother of senior hurler Paul, was
a staunch supporter of the green and red and rarely missed
a game down through the years alongside her late husband
Johnny. Bridie ensured our club jerseys were always in
immaculate condi"on and gave great service to her club
while Mick was a huge part of the Birr GAA commi#ee and
served many diﬀerent roles with dis"nc"on down through
the years. Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad.
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CRINKILL HANDBALL CLUB

The club had a very busy year with plenty of handball ac"on
throughout the course of the season but the 40x20 saw li#le
adult par"cipa"on due to injuries. However our juveniles
gave a good account of themselves reaching the semi final
stages with Jimmy Cooke, Óisín Cooke, Finn and Rhodán
Dempsey. Again Finn Dempsey and Jimmy Cooke made the
semi final of the 60x30 championship; a great achievement
in itself.
It would be the adults who would have the most success in

Tel: 4564410
Fax: 4564416

graphicsdsroe@eircom.net
www.dsroeltd.com

A

the 60x30 with players reaching mul"ple finals over the
summer months. The first compe""on for them was when
the team consis"ng of Conor O’Brien, Sean Ryan, Kevin and
Declan Cooke went on to win the Leinster Junior Inter‐club
final defea"ng Coolboy of Wicklow and they were in hard
luck to lose out to Moycullen of Galway in the All Ireland
semi final by a mere 4 aces.
The provincial championships started in June with a total of
ten players entering. We had great success with a total of
seven players reaching a Leinster final. In the Junior C singles
Alan Guinan reached the semi final only to be defeated by
the eventual winner James Stanners from Wexford. In the
Junior C doubles Conor Smith and Dylan Quegan lost out to
a strong Meath pairing in their semi final. In Ballymore
Eustace we had Conor O’Brien and Sean Ryan fixed to play
the Leinster
finals of theQty
Masters B Singles andr artwork
Silver Master
updates please contact
Centre
Client Garahys Test & Service
B Singles. O’Brien came away with a win over Kildare’s Gavin
,p
Grace in two straight
games
(21‐15, 21‐3) and Sean lost out
Date
F.A.O Dan
06/09/2010
or your Sales Representative
in the "e breaker to Michael Sheridan of Meath (21‐16, 14‐
21, 21‐16).
We also had plenty of representa"on in the Ladies
compe""on with three of our members making the finals of
their respec"ve grades. In the Junior C Andrea Cooke took
the first "tle with a win over Westmeath’s Natasha Patrizi in
her Leinster final. The Over 35 grade saw two players from
our club reach the Leinster final a&er semi final wins over

Fortal, Birr, Co Offaly

VTN
VEHICLE TESTING NETWORK
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Westmeath and Wexford, club chairperson Chris"na
Donoghue defeated our Asst Secretary Serina Dempsey in a
two game encounter in Crinkill.
In the doubles provincial championship again we had
another great run with the pairings of Conor O’Brien / Brian
Doherty and Sean Ryan / Kevin Cooke. Both teams saw oﬀ
tough compe""on from Wexford, Kilkenny, Kildare and
Dublin enroute to the Leinster finals of the Masters B and
Over 35 B Doubles respec"vely. O’Brien and Doherty played
a very steady Kilkenny pairing of John Morrissey and Joe Daly
in their Masters final but there was never any doubt that
Oﬀaly would take the match and they did 21‐16, 21‐9.
Things were a li#le bit harder for Cooke and Ryan in their
Leinster
final
when they played
Wexford’s Alan
O’Neill and JR
Finn. The Oﬀaly
duo were to lose
the first game
21¬‐13 and they
came back from
behind in the
second to win 21‐
16. The 3rd game
would come down
to the wire with
Oﬀaly winning 21‐
19.
With both Oﬀaly
teams reaching
the All Ireland semi finals they travelled to Sligo to take on
the Connaught champions on home turf. The first match of
the day was with Cooke and Ryan when they played Kevin
Meehan and Mark Murphy defea"ng them 21‐3, 21‐10. In
the second semi‐final match, again O’Brien and Doherty
were on top form defea"ng Michael Bruen and Gerry
Coleman 21‐1, 21‐6.
All Ireland final day in Hospital, Limerick would see a mixed
result for our four club men. In the opening match Cooke
and Ryan were pi#ed against Tipperary’s Kevin Dempsey
and Noel Moroney where they ba#led hard but could never
get ahead of the opposi"on and they lost the first game 21‐

9. The Tipperary men got oﬀ to a great start in the second
game and had Oﬀaly trailing 11‐2 in the opening fi&een
minutes. Oﬀaly upped their game but the Tipp men were
always nine or ten aces ahead and this would prove too
much for the faithful men and the lost 21‐10.
The second match of the day saw Conor O’Brien and Brian
Doherty take on Tipperary’s Kevin Timmons and Willie Cahill.
This match was always going to be a "ght aﬀair as Cahill and
O’Brien only ba#led it out in the singles two weeks
previously in the same venue where Cahill came away with
the win on a score line of 21‐14, 10‐21, 21‐14. O’Brien who
was carrying an injury in the singles final and had made a
good recovery was going to give it his all to win at least one
of his finals. In the opening game Tipperary started the
strongest and kept the Oﬀaly pair pinned to the back of
court not le%ng Oﬀaly se#le at all. Great team work from
the Tipp men gave them a deserving win 21‐17. Oﬀaly had
it all to do in the second game and they changed tac"cs from
high around the walls serves to playing the ball straight
down the line forcing a weak return with Doherty mee"ng
the ball on the fly killing it, this play was very eﬀec"ve in
which the Tipp duo had no answers and Oﬀaly sailed home
taking the game 21‐9. With Oﬀaly now having found a way
to restrict Cahill’s dominance they con"nued to use this
method frustra"ng the Tipperary men in the process and
they pulled away to win the "e breaker and match 21‐4.
Crinkill Handball Club would like to oﬀer its hear"est
congratula"ons to all its players on their accomplishments
and would like to thank the community for their valued
support, without which the club would be unable to func"on
at the level at which it does.

Boutique

Main Street, Birr

Casual & Dress Wear

Maureen 087-6286560
Michelle 087-7614441
michelle.king62@yahoo.com
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SEAN GLENNON & SONS LTD
BIRR

WHOLESALE AND CASH & CARRY
GROCERY & CONFECTIONERY
DISTRIBUTOR OF HOMESTEAD BRANDS
BRINGS VALUE HOME

Distributor of all
Catering Products, Wines & Spirits
Tel: 057-9120067 / 9120503
Fax: 057-9120479
Email: seanglennoncc@eircom.net

GARRET HENSEY
HENSEY
Hackney Service, Birr

7 & 8 SEATER AVAILABLE

Main Street, Birr
Telephone 05791-22824
Appointments available
Through Facebook and
Instagram pages.

Tel: 087-6661420

@tomsbarbers
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Memories
[John A fellow hiker]
When the dark days come
And I am left with my memories
And I cannot hear the
Far off murmuring streams
Or the dawn chorus in the glens,
Then I will recall those great days
When I rambled on His gentle hills
And count them one by one
Over and over again.
I will remember driven snow showers
That pierced me to the bone
And the warmth of the cabin fire
For to soothe my tired limbs
And when I think of the autumn glory
On the hills I climbed
And the hours I loved,
I will not envy those that
Follow in hiking manfully.
In storm or fine in the hills I know,
Oh! Here’s a heritage of beauty
For those who come after us.
Jack Ryan

