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OFFALY ARCHIVES

SERVICES

Offaly Archives is the jointly managed
archives service of Offaly Historical and
Archaeological Society (Offaly History)
and Offaly County Library. Collections in
the care of both repositories are housed
in this facility, providing a comprehensive
service for users of archives.

• Preservation of
archives in secure and
environmentally controlled storage
• Provision of a shared online
catalogue for both repositories
www.offalyarchives.com
• Supervised reading room and research support
• Access to original and secondary research
materials in our reading room
• Acquisition of original materials documenting
the archival heritage of County Offaly

Our documentary heritage is the archival
memory of the community and Offaly
Archives endeavours to identify, preserve
and make these materials available
for research purposes.

COLLECTIONS
We hold a significant number of collections relating
to the history and development of County Offaly.
Since 1994, it has been a statutory function of local
government to make arrangements for the proper
management, custody, care and conservation of local
records and local archives and for the inspection by
the public of local archives.
Local government collections and their
predecessor bodies include:
• King’s County Grand Jury
• Board of Guardians records
(records for the poor law unions of Tullamore,
Parsonstown (Birr) and Edenderry)
• Rural District Councils
(Tullamore, Birr, Roscrea, Kilbeggan)
• Offaly County Council
• Town Council records
(formerly Town Commissioners and Urban District
Councils) for Birr, Tullamore and Edenderry

Other categories of archives preserved
in Offaly Archives include:
• Landed estate papers
• Business archives
• Solicitors’ papers
• Personal and family papers
• Literary papers
• School records
• Maps, plans and drawings
• Photographs
Detailed information on
all of our holdings can be
obtained on our online catalogue
www.offalyarchives.com
VISIT US
We welcome all bona fide researchers. An advance
appointment is essential so that we have time to retrieve
the documents you wish to consult. Researchers visiting
the Archives for the first time will be asked to fill out
an application form. While all enquiries are welcome
we are unable to undertake research on your behalf.
We can however advise on the most appropriate
sources that you should consult in the Archives, including
relevant collections held by other repositories. Access
to the reading room is by confirmed appointment only.

