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anagher is close to early monastic sites in the mid-Shannon
region. It is located at a shallow crossing point on the river
and was probably settled in early Christian times. Borough status
was conferred on the town by a Royal Charter of Charles I in
1629. By then the power of the local clans, the MacCoghlans in
Garrycastle and the O’Maddens in Cloghan Castle was in sharp
decline. The Armstrong family, descendants of Cromwellian
settlers, now held sway here until the 19th century.

7a
8

4

3

7b

9

10

11

13
12

15

The Town

1. Martello Tower

9. The Shannon Hotel

The British authorities in Ireland feared an invasion by Napoleon
and so between 1804 and 1815 they built about 50 Martello Towers
mostly around the coast. This tower is one of only two built inland. The
other Martello Tower is located at Lusmagh, four miles downstream.
The invasion was expected from the Galway direction as the French
would most likely march eastward crossing the Shannon at Banagher
or Shannonbridge on their way to Dublin.

Anthony Trollope (1815-1882) the English novelist and inventor of
the post box stayed here from 1841-1844 while working as a Post
Office Surveyor’s Clerk. Here Trollope began his first published
novel "The McDermotts of Ballycloran" in 1843. After his marriage
to Rose Heseltine from Rotherham in June 1844 he transferred
on promotion to Clonmel. It was in the Shannon Hotel too that
James Pope-Hennessy wrote his celebrated biography of Trollope in
1969/70.

This castle was originally built in the 1650s and was greatly enlarged
about 1805. Note the large and more regular stones in the upper
walls. One can take a pleasant circular walk around the park which
incorporates the castle, pitch and putt course and clubhouse,
swimming pool, the original Canal House and the disused Canal
Lock.

10. Crank House

3. Fort Falkland

11. Cill Righnaighe or The Church of Rynagh

Fort Falkland was built about 1624. It was called after Henry Cary,
Lord Falkland who had come to Ireland as Lord Deputy in 1622.
The building was strengthened in the early 1800s and provided with
firepower.

4. Fort Eliza
This 5-sided structure known locally as The Sal (Salt) Battery is
located 400 yards out Crank Road. It too was upgraded from an
earthworks structure to include a moat with cut-stone walls, a
drawbridge, ammunition store, guard house and platforms for four
guns on revolving tracks.
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5. The Bridge
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St. Rynagh (Regnacía) was a sister of St. Finnian of Clonard. From
Clonard she moved to Clonmacnois and later to Banagher to become
Abbess in the 6th century of a religious house probably located on
this site. The surviving structure dates from the 17th century. Here
in 1852 Thomas Cooke, a Birr antiquarian discovered the shaft of the
Banagher Cross now in the National Museum, which depicts Bishop
O’Duffy who was killed by a fall from his horse in 1297. Among
the notables buried here are Sir John MacCoghlan, members of the
Armstrong family, and the Fox sisters, Mary (d.1845) and Anne
(d.1847) whose generosity was instrumental in bringing the L.S.U
sisters to Banagher in 1863. The last recorded burial here was in
1943.

12. Ivory’s House

6. The Marina

13. La Sainte Union Des Sacrés Coeurs Convent

7(a+b). Limestone Sculptures
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This is a good example of a bow-fronted Georgian town house
dating from the 1750s. Once the town’s Technical School and then
a malthouse and grain store for Wallers, today it houses a tourist
office, coffee shop, Birdwatch Ireland and offices for local community
groups.

The 7-arch bridge was completed between 1841 and 1843. It forms a
county boundary line between Offaly and Galway and a provincial
boundary between Leinster and Connacht. A fragment of the earlier
1685 bridge is still visible between Cromwell’s Castle and the 7th
arch.
This facility has been gradually developed since the 1960s. The
Banagher Railway Station, which was the terminus for the Clara
to Banagher branch line from 1884 to the 1960s, occupied the area
where the private residence, the boatyards and the
sub-aqua clubhouse now stand.
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Banagher before the famine had a population of 3000 and was
a noted centre for the malting and brewing industries. With the
coming of the railway in 1884, its cattle and horse fairs were
among the largest in Ireland. Banagher Concrete is now the town’s
main employer and the horse fair is still held every September.
With the Shannon, the Brosna, the Little Brosna and the
Grand Canal all on our doorstep, Banagher today is a paradise
for boating, fishing and other outdoor pursuits.

The Riverside

2. Cromwell’s Castle and the Shannonside Park

Text By Jim Madden, M.Litt.

Heritage Trail

The four sculptures –three similar ones by the same renowned
sculptor Cliodhna Cussen stand in Library Square – were completed
in 1999. The theme of her creation is a celebration of the River
Shannon. The sculptures feature the people, animals and birds that
use the river. The 13th century Bishop O’Duffy and St. Adhamhnán
are also depicted. The artist states that ‘the design of the sculptures
has evocations of the great oak trees that covered Uibh Fhaílí long
ago and of the stone sculpted crosses and abbeys of the Shannon
Region.’

8. The Johnny McEvoy Wood Sculpture
Sculpted by Paradzai Havatitye it was unveiled in 2011 by the singer/
songwriter himself, who was born in Banagher in 1945. “Banagher
you’ll be my town until the day I die.”

It was in this house directly opposite what remains of the L.S.U.
Convent that Anthony Trollope worked as a post office surveyor’s
clerk 1841-1844. The post office at that time was located next door;
it was demolished in the 1980s.
Accompanied by their founder Abbé Jean-Baptiste Debrabant (18011880), Mother Anatolie Badger and three other L.S.U Sisters arrived
in Banagher in July 1863 to set up the first school of the Order in
Ireland. For the next 144 years (until 2007), the Order provided
unbroken service in the field of education to this community. In
2007 Banagher College Colaiste Na Sionna under the control of the
Offaly Vocational Education Committee was established.

14. The Barnes-McCormack Memorial
Unveiled in 1963 it commemorates Peter Barnes, Banagher and
James McCormack, Mullingar both members of the Irish Republican
Army. In a controversial trial they were accused of being involved
in the deaths of five people in an explosion in Coventry in 1939.
They were convicted and subsequently hanged in Winson Green
Prison, Birmingham in February 1940. The monument, sculpted by
Desmond Broe, Dublin, features images of the two men, a female
head representing Ireland and symbols of the four provinces.

15. St. Rynagh’s Catholic Church
St. Rynagh’s Church was built in 1825/26. The belfry and spire were
added in 1872. Michael Tierney, conservation architect, planned the

reordering of the church in 2013. The stencilling and gilding is the
work of Andy Regan while the tabernacle was created by Granada
Studio, Spain. Michael Boylan, Cabinet Maker, Banagher, created the
moulded panelling, cladded beams and mahogany door-liners. The
marble and stone work is by Padraig Curley also from Banagher. The
altar, tabernacle pillar, ambo and baptismal font in Dublin granite
were sculpted by Míchael Ryan. The Stations of the Cross (1959) are
by Sligo artist, Bernard McDonagh. The Madonna and Child (1974)
was carved by Imogen Stuart and donated by local lady Nan Egan,
Garbally. The Adoration Window, installed in 2013, had been in the
old convent chapel since 1904.

Cuba Court: The Brontë and other literary connections (no map location)
Cuba Court - now sadly demolished - was built around 1730 for
George Fraser former Governor of Cuba and is assumed to have
been designed by Sir Edward Lovett Pearce, a leading architect of
the time. The 1629 Charter of Charles I gave Banagher a Royal Free
School which came to be located in Cuba Court. Arthur Bell Nicholls
was a nephew of the Headmaster of the Royal School Rev. Dr. Alan
Bell (1821-1839) and he grew up here. After Trinity College Dublin,
Arthur became assistant clergyman in Haworth to the Rev. Patrick
Brontë (originally Prunty from County Down) whose daughter
Charlotte the English novelist he married in June, 1854. Part of their
honeymoon was spent in Cuba Court. In the 20th century Captain
Landon and his family lived here until 1934. In addition to Arthur
Bell Nicholls, other well-known past students of Banagher Royal
School were Sir William Wilde pioneering surgeon, antiquarian and
father of Oscar Wilde, the brilliant playwright and poet, and William
Bulfin author of ‘Rambles in Erin’ and ‘Tales of the Pampas’ which
describes his experiences in Argentina

16. Hill House
Charlotte Bronte died in March 1855 when she was expecting a child.
Her husband Arthur Bell Nicholls then looked after his father-in-law
Rev. Patrick Bronte until Patrick’s death in 1861. Shortly afterwards
Arthur returned to Banagher and settled in Hill House with his aunt
Harriett Bell and her daughter Mary Anna. Arthur and Mary Anna
his cousin were married in 1864. Arthur died in 1906 aged 87 and
Mary Anna died in 1915 aged 85.

17. St. Paul's Church (Church Of Ireland)
St. Paul’s was built in 1829 and was extensively renovated in 1990. Its
outstanding feature is the magnificent Window of the Resurrection
which was originally intended for Westminster Abbey, London.
It commemorates the Bell family. Two other windows honour the
Burdett and Armstrong families. There is also a fine collection of
wall plaques inside the main doorway which pays tribute to onceprominent local people. The organ was built by Conaghers of
Huddersfield. It is a two-manual, piped instrument with foot-pedals.
Arthur Bell Nicholls, his wife Mary Anna and other relatives are
buried in the adjoining graveyard. Their burial plot is easily located
with its metal surrounds and four headstones.
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The River Shannon at 360km is Ireland’s longest
river. Located along the middle section of the
Shannon, Banagher is home to a rich and diverse
range of wildlife found on the river and adjacent
ﬂoodplain. The Shannon Callows, (seasonally
ﬂooded river meadows) are one of the most
important wildlife habitats in Europe. They are
designated as a Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) and Special Protection Area (SPA).
Conservation eﬀorts on the Callows include
the practice of traditional farming methods to
protect the vulnerable species rich meadows
and unique wildlife which depend
upon it. This part of our
precious natural heritage
must continue to be
protected and remain
as a legacy for future
generations to enjoy.

Common Darter
Sympetrum striolatum
Sciobaire Coiteann

Skylark
Alauda arvensis
Fuiseog

Lapwing
Vanellus vanellus
Pilibín

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba
Glasóg shráide

Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris
Lus buí Bealtaine

Green-veined White
Pieris napi
Bánóg uaine

Curlew Numenius arquata
Crotach

Black-headed Gull
Chroicocephalus ridibundus
Sléibhín

Grey Heron
Ardea cinerea
Corr réisc

Meadow Brown
Maniola jurtina
Donnóg fhéir

Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria
Airgead luachra

Otter Lutra lutra
Madra uisce

Yellow Flag
Iris pseudacorus
Feileastram
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Mallard
Anas platyrhynchos
Mallard

Mute Swan
Cygnus olor
Eala bhalbh

